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The American Catholic Council gathered in Detroit USA between June 10 - 12.
About 1800 delegates met and reflected upon various aspects of

Catholic life in the United States.
Below we reprint one of the fruits of their deliberations:-

The Catholic Bill of Rights and Responsibilities

1. Primacy of Conscience. Every Catholic has the right and
responsibility to develop an informed conscience and to act in
accord with it.

2. Community. Every Catholic has the right and responsibility to
participate in a Eucharistic community and the right to
responsible pastoral care.

3. Universal Ministry. Every Catholic has the right and
responsibility to proclaim the Gospel and to respond to the
community's call to ministerial leadership.

4. Freedom of Expression. Every Catholic has the right to
freedom of expression and the freedom to dissent.

5. Sacraments. Every Catholic has the right and responsibility to
participate in the fullness of the liturgical and sacramental life of
the church.

6. Reputation. Every Catholic has the right to a good name and
to due process.

7. Governance. Every Catholic and every Catholic community
has the right to a meaningful participation in decision-making,
including the selection of, leaders.

8. Participation. Every Catholic has the right and responsibility
to share in the interpretation of the Gospel and church tradition.

9. Councils. Every Catholic has the right to convene and speak in
assemblies where diverse voices can be heard.

l0. Social Justice. Every Catholic has the right and the
responsibility to promote social justice in the world at large as
well as within the structures of the Church.
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The Pope and the Vatican have a particular
model of the Church which they insist on

upholding and promoting at every opportunity
and are willing to go to practically any lengths to
maintain. They see the Church as essentially a
hierarchical institution with the Pope at its head
and the bishops of the many dioceses scattered
around the globe as functionaries of the Pope,
officials who owe their appointment directly to
him. They in turn are responsible for maintaining
the allegiance of the diocesan faithful to the Holy
Father and the See of Rome. The Vatican believes
totally in this model of the Church since they also
believe that without it, without the absolute
power of the Papacy, the Church would fragment,
become disunited and might even dwindle into
insignificance. In other words, the Vatican prizes
unity and authority above everything else - or
more precisely, it values unity above everything
else and sees its own authority as essential to the
attainment of unity. As such, it is preoccupied
with its own power and, since Vatican II, has
become ever more fearful of losing its power or
seeing its powerbase shared out with other
bodies, such as national conferences of bishops or

even ecumenical councils. The Pope and the
Vatican subscribe to the absolute power of the
Papacy because they believe it to be necessary for
the unity and the very survival of the Church.
While others might talk airily about the Church
being guided by the Holy Spirit, the Vatican
apparatchiks consider that the Holy Spirit works
through them and, for this reason, are convinced
of their own indispensability. So, forget
theological reasoning when the talk turns to
priestly celibacy - that is really the cover story for
a much grubbier reality, the Vatican’s steadfast
refusal to compromise its own power. It is a
power thing. That is the Vatican's realpolitik.

This realpolitik is attached to a particular
ideology or set of values which result in a
distinctive Vatican culture. The primary value, as
we have seen, is that the Vatican's power must not
be compromised or diluted in any way
whatsoever. Collegial models of church
government are out: papal power is what counts.
The second value is that all of the Vatican’s
initiatives must be geared to upholding and
strengthening its power base. This power base is

POWER IN THE CHURCH
By Joe Fitzpatrick
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closely allied to a hard conservative stance on all
potentially divisive social and moral issues.
Rather than hold an open, free discussion, in the
light of the gospel and the preaching of Jesus, on
issues such as the admission of divorced and
remarried people to the sacraments or civil
partnerships between homosexuals? The Vatican
pre-empts any such discussion by making its
hardline, uncompromising stance well known in
advance. Discussion, debate, opening up issues of
this kind to the bright light of day - that only
causes disagreement, division and eventual
resentment. Better to have no discussion in the
first place. That was the trouble with Vatican II -
too many people, beginning with the bishops in
attendance, thought they had the right to air their
own views on all sorts of matters; and that gave
rise to all the dissent that followed the Council.
Some theologians even thought they had the right
and indeed the duty to dissent from teachings
they believed, on the basis of their own private
reasoning, to be in conflict with the gospels. That
was the Protestant way, the way of fragmentation
and disunity. It was, is, not the Catholic way.

We need to keep in mind this Vatican
preoccupation with its own power and its own
power base when we view all of the actions and
decisions affecting the life of the Church taken by
the current Pontiff and his immediate predecessor.
Pope Benedict presented his offer of an
Ordinariate to disaffected Anglican clergymen as
a pastoral gesture of care for them, but the
obvious advantage to him in making this ‘gesture’
was that he saw it as an opportunity to shore up
his own conservative stance on such issues as
women priests and women bishops. Better to
have a numerically not very strong group of
married Anglican priests in the Catholic Church,
ones unlikely to rock the boat out of gratitude for
what has been done for them, than to begin to
entertain the very notion of women priests or,
heaven forbid, women bishops! Catholic
theologians of a liberal disposition have called for
the practice of ordaining women to the priesthood
to be at least investigated. The Vatican’s
admission of a group of clergy, whose main
reason for seeking admission to the Catholic
Church was to escape from a Church that would
contemplate such a thing, can be seen as a blatant
attempt by the Pope to enlist supporters of his
own position. As we have seen, the promotion of

the Pope and the Papacy, the enhancement of its
standing and reputation, is the primary Vatican
value. The same motivation can be seen at work
in the fairly extreme lengths Benedict has been
prepared to go to in order to ease the re-
admission to the Church of the fewer than five
hundred members of the Society of St Pius X.
Their ultra-conservative stance is said to have
won the sympathy of this Pope, who sees them as
being on his side in certain important respects.
The papal practice of canonising their recent
predecessors also falls into this category, since
for obvious reasons this is believed to enhance
the reputation of the Papacy in the eyes of the
faithful. And it requires little imagination to see
the advantages accruing to the institution of the
Papacy of formal visits to various countries,
involving mass outdoor gatherings and all the
pomp and splendour of encounters with State
officials and that kind of thing. All of these show
the Papacy in a good light and are, therefore, to
be encouraged.

And that brings us to the issue of celibacy. The
reason why the Vatican and the present Pope have
no wish to relax the celibacy ruling is that it
would probably mean the re-admission of a fairly
large proportion of former Catholic priests, said
to be over one hundred thousand in number, who
were required to leave the priesthood because
they married or wanted to marry or, at least,
wished to be free to marry. In the eyes of the
Vatican, a large percentage of these priests would
tend to be Liberal or to take a liberal stance on
many moral, social and church discipline issues
judged to be potentially divisive by the Vatican.
Their readmission to the formal priesthood would
change the balance of power in the Church. Some
of them might even turn out to be formidable
critics of Vatican and Papal policy. So why give
yourself a headache by inviting back a bunch of
liberals? NO, much better to keep them out of
any official positions. Better a smaller, slimmed
down, rightward leaning Church that is obedient
to the Supreme Pontiff than a larger, sprawling
one where the balance of power is more evenly
spread between right and as it was at Vatican.
And look at the harm that did to the Church!

This article first appeared (in a slightly longer form) in
Open House No 21 of the 1st of May 2011 and is re-printed
here with permission.
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On Pentecost weekend (no coincidence),
1,800 progressive, reform-minded Catholics

came together from across the U.S. and Canada
(plus a smattering from other parts of the world),
to attend the American Catholic Council
conference in Detroit. The ACC is an attempt to
create an umbrella organization uniting smaller
groups like Future Church, Call to Action, Voice
of the Faithful, Pax Christi, Women's Ordination
Conference, SNAP and CORPUS, among myriad
others.

Someday, a better, healthier, more sustainable
Catholic Church may look back on Pentecost
weekend 2011 as a beginning worth
remembering. That remains to be seen, of course,
but whatever comes of this, it was a good first
step.

The stated intent was "Reclaiming the Promise of
Vatican II" on the eve of that historic council's
50th anniversary. This year also marks the 35th
anniversary of the founding of Call to Action here
in Detroit by the still-revered Cardinal John
Dearden.

Those in attendance were treated to rousing
oratory from charismatic speakers, such as
Anthony Padovano, James Carroll, Matthew Fox
and Joan Chittister. Smaller "breakout" sessions
considered a wide range of specific "Reform in
Action" topics.

The Catholic hierarchy does its best to discredit
these folks as divisive, wild-eyed radicals and
fringe loonies who lack credibility. The current
Archbishop of Detroit, in fact, trash-talked the
ACC even before it began.

But they came across as normal, mainstream,
middle-class lay people who love their Church
too much to leave it in the hands of those who
seem hell-bent (so to speak) on its destruction.
The wonder is that in spite of getting no
reinforcement whatsoever from the institutional
Church over the last 40 years, Vatican II
Catholics remain devoted - although many will

tell you they're not waiting for the hierarchy to
approve their efforts. They're forging ahead in the
direction the Council intended. As Anthony
Padovano meticulously pointed out, there is a
long tradition of Catholics taking matters into
their own hands - and that is frequently reflected
in the wording of canon law.

Or as Joan Chittister put it, "This isn't heresy.
This is history."

After observing "the lowerarchy” in action for
three days, I have to say what they're asking for
does not seem excessive or out of line.

They aren't trying to make the Church a
democracy. They're trying to make it more
democratic - as it was in its first thousand years.
At the very least, they want Church governance
to be less of a monarchy.

They're asking for intellectual freedom so
theologians don't have to live under the constant
threat of being silenced or even excommunicated.

They ask that women and married men be
allowed to enter the ordained ministry so that an
estimated 3,200 parishes don't have to function
without resident priests.

They ask that the laity be allowed to join the
clergy in electing their bishops, which would
improve accountability.

They ask that lay men and women be given
greater oversight of, or involvement in, parish
finances and planning liturgical celebrations.

They ask that disagreement and dissent be valued
as a necessary expression of the faithful, not as a
threat to be suppressed.

They ask for greater transparency in diocesan
governance to prevent future scandals involving
clerical and episcopal abuse of power.

They ask that the next time the hierarchy wants to

SEEKING A BETTER CATHOLIC CHURCH
By Ken Trainor
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tinker with the liturgy, they make a good-faith
effort to involve the laity, many of whom are
intelligent, creative, educated and, like the clergy,
filled with the Holy Spirit.

They ask that the Pope and the Curia publicly and
enthusiastically affirm the spirit and specifics of
Vatican II as we near its 50th anniversary,
acknowledging that the Church is the entire
people of God and celebrating the primacy of the
individual's informed conscience.

They ask that formerly taboo topics such as birth
control, women's ordination, optional celibacy,
and acceptance of homosexuals be put on the
table for honest, open discussion.

They ask for greater ecumenical dialogue with
those outside the Church and greater dialogue
within the Church among those who disagree.

They ask that the hierarchy do some serious soul-
searching and revive the kind of Church that
Jesus would recognize, a Church less concerned
with temporal, earthly power and wealth and
more concerned with all God's people, Catholic or
not.

And they're asking for a Catholic Bill of Rights
and Responsibilities.

They ask, in other words, for what is reasonable
to expect, given all that unfolded during Vatican
II. They are not trying to divide or destroy the
Church. They are trying to save this unhealthy,
dysfunctional, overly centralized institution from
its own self-destructive impulses.

It is a testament to their faith and devotion that
even though the hierarchy goes out of its way to
drive them out, they stay. But they don't stay quiet
and they don't give up. They stay true to Vatican

II, and their continuing presence must scare the
bejesus (so to speak) out of the powers that be.

The lowerarchy represents the future of the
Catholic Church - the empowered, emboldened,
prophetic laity, just beginning to awaken. They
can't be silenced, won't be driven underground,
and their numbers will continue to grow as the
corrupt, institutional structure continues its slow-
motion implosion.

The Catholic Church has changed, is changing,
will continue to change, and the Holy Spirit
seems to want it that way. And if the Holy Spirit
wants it that way, there's not a thing the
institutional Church can do about it - except try to
stall the progress. Church authority does not
reside within the Vatican. It resides within the
Church itself, and the Church, as we all know
from Vatican II, is the people of God.

The era of "pay, pray and obey" Catholicism is
ending. The laity has but one demand of the
Church hierarchy - that they be treated like adults
and fellow stakeholders, not passive children.

According to Lumen Gentium, the Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church from Vatican II:
"These faithful are by baptism made one body
with Christ and are constituted among the People
of God; they are in their own way made sharers
in the priestly, prophetical, and kingly functions
of Christ; and they carry out for their own part
the mission of the whole Christian people in the
Church and in the world."

The Catholics in Detroit on Pentecost weekend
seem to be of the opinion that it's time for the
laity to live up to its mission.

[This article first appeared in the Wednesday Journal of
Oak Park-River Forest and is re-printed with permission.]

“When anyone asks how I can best describe
my...40 years at sea, I merely say uneventful....I
have never been in any accident of any sort worth
speaking about....I never saw a wreck and never
have been wrecked, nor was I ever in any
predicament that threatened to end in disaster of
any sort...”

He added that he “could not imagine any
condition which would cause a ship to founder.”
The bishops who pilot the barque of Peter might
be interested to know that these were the words
of E.J. Smith before he took the HMS Titanic on
its maiden voyage into a fierce Black Swan-like
night in April, 1912.
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A CHURCH FOR THE 21st CENTURY
By Michael P. Hornsby-Smith

In his review of my autobiographical
Reflections on a Catholic Life (RENEW, June

2011), Frank Regan wondered what my views on
the future of the Church might be. Hopefully
these initial responses might stimulate others to
grapple with this important concern.

In the first place I would like to address the issue
using the well-known pastoral cycle. My starting
point would be the social reality of Vatican II and,
in particular, the theology of ‘the people of God’
where each of us has his/her own unique vocation
or ‘calling’ from God and our own particular gifts
and talents. I would also wish to stress the
concept of episcopal ‘collegiality’ and the related
notion of ‘subsidiarity’ and the rights of
individual bishops and limits of Vatican powers.

Next I would wish to review the ‘social reality’ of
the material world in which we live. In particular
we live in an increasingly interdependent
globalised world where frighteningly powerful
financial and commercial interests wield
enormous power. The consequences of the
processes of colonialism and exploitation are now
felt all over the world in terms of climate change,
and serious water and food shortages with the
potential for massive national and ethnic
conflicts. Power differentials manifest
themselves both globally and domestically in
terms of huge and increasing levels of social and
economic inequalities.

The second stage would be the ‘social analysis’ of
these social realities and would lead to a serious
evaluation of the dominant social, economic, and
political institutions which largely determine
relations between people and nations. At the
centre of this study would be the nature of power
in political, economic and cultural relations and
the slow development of international regulatory
institutions seeking to encourage more
conciliatory and collaborative methods of
managing disagreements and conflicts.

The third stage would aim to offer a theological
analysis of the social realities and their

underlying causes as indicated by the social
analysis of them. Here the key principles of
Catholic social thought would be utilised to assist
in determining appropriate responses to the
global problems identified: the dignity of each
and every individual human being on the planet;
seeking the common good in social and economic
policies; subsidiarity and taking into account the
interests and needs of the weak; solidarity
between the rich and poor, and developed and
developing nations; giving a ‘preferential option
to the poor’; and with a preferential option of
non-violence, dialogue rather than force.

The final stage of the pastoral cycle would seek a
‘social action’ response which took seriously the
call of the 1971 Synod of Bishops that:-

"Action on behalf of justice and
participation in the transformation of
the world fully appear to us as a
constitutive dimension of the preaching
of the Gospel, or, in other words, of the
Church’s mission for the redemption of
the human race and its liberation from
every oppressive situation."

This directs our attention to the missionary task
of the Church and to the responsibility of each
individual Christian to follow the call they have
been given.

So what sort of Church is needed in the twenty-
first century? In the first place I would suggest
we need a ‘servant’ Church which has unlearned
the worship of Vatican or papal power which has
substantially bedevilled the Church since
Constantinian times. In particular there needs to
be a greater awareness that Jesus did not come on
earth simply to found a European-centred form of
Christianity.

One consequence of this would be the emergence
of a ‘de-centralised’ Church which takes
seriously the rich cultural and social diversity of
all God’s people on earth and where the
judgements of bishops’ conferences, synods and
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pastoral congresses were accorded due weight
and attention.

A second consequence is the need for a ‘listening’
Church where all the people of God are involved
and appropriately consulted. In such a Church
obedience would no longer be a prized
characteristic of the follower of Christ but rather
there would be a general recognition of the
contribution of critical dissent and dialogue.

A third consequence would be a ‘prophetic’
Church which was not afraid to challenge the
powerful in the pursuit of greater social justice
and the genuine concern for the poor, deprived
and oppressed.

A fourth consequence would be a ‘compassionate’
Church sensitive to the needs of the weak and
powerless individuals and nations. Rules and
threats would not replace the primacy of love in
social relations and moral decision-making.

Such a Church would be a ‘pastoral’ Church with
an intimate awareness of the stresses and strains
experienced by ordinary people with their
everyday worries about making ends meet,
insecure and stressful employment, coping with
illness and elderly relatives and with the
implications of increasing life expectancies, and
struggling to bring up their children in a world
increasingly dominated by information
technologies and a celebrity culture with an
awareness that Jesus came down on earth two
thousand years ago to bring them salvation and
the promise of living the life of God for all
eternity.

In sum, I want to see a more ‘loving’ Church
where all the people of God are accorded due
respect for the gifts which our creator God has
graciously endowed them.

Michael P. Hornsby-Smith
9 July 2011.

Although you might not call her a prophet
in the narrow sense of the word, 18-year-
old Betty had a vision and a voice. It was

the 1970’s, and she was a young woman from one
of Argentina’s poorest provinces, sent by her
family to Buenos Aires to enter domestic service.
But Betty nursed other ideas. “I want to study
business and have a career,” she told me; “I want
to be an example for my sisters and friends back
home; show them that they too can learn; to help
them become independent and earn their own
living.” After years of struggling against many
obstacles. including opposition in her own family,
Betty succeeded in working her way up from
salesgirl to shop manager of a national retail
chain and was in line for promotion as an area
manager. She was also talking to other young
women about her experiences. Having envisaged
a better future for herself and her peers, she was
‘walking her talk’ and blazing a trail for them to
follow.

Struggling for justice and education

As a writer who grew up under dictatorships of
one kind or another, social justice has always
been a key element in my work. Over the years I
have been fortunate to encounter many other
women like Betty, young and old, who shine as
beacons of light in the surrounding darkness. I
think of them as my soul sisters, my inspirational
bedrock. Whether highly educated women or
women from humble backgrounds with little or
no formal education, all are signed by that
essential gift of the Spirit: a clear prophetic voice.
They not only call openly for justice and peace in
a world fraught with injustice and violence, they
work unstintingly to make it happen, regardless
of personal sacrifices and dangers. To tread this
path with them is a humbling and enlightening
experience.

THE PROPHETIC VOICE OF WOMEN
By Diana Mills
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Their ongoing struggle for justice, for education,
for the chance to provide a safe and healthy
environment in which to raise their children is a
constant reminder of women’s courage and
resilience. In my own particular sphere of focus -
the impact of mining on women in the grassroots
communities of Latin America - I am struck time
and again by their bravery. Not only must they
contend with governments seeking to silence their
voices by violence and criminalisation, many also
are subjected to an aggressively macho mentality
within their own communities. Much is said
about the plight of women in Afghanistan for
whom education is virtually impossible in areas
dominated by the Taliban. There are no Taliban in
Guatemala, yet among the Mayan communities
there are still households where from an early age
the sons go to school whilst daughters are sent
into the fields to work. The view that ‘education
is not for girls’ prevails.

Fortunately, things are changing as women begin
organising themselves and interacting with
women from other communities, even other
countries, exchanging experiences and learning
from each other how best to use their voice to
empower their voiceless sisters. In Ecuador, for
instance, the activist group Women Defenders of
Mother Earth has set up its own website,
publishing material on a range of issues from
food security and environmental protection to
education and domestic violence. This is one
example out of the thousands worldwide where
women in all walks of life are refusing to allow
their prophetic voice to be silenced.

Women in the Church

Which brings me to the vexed question of
women’s position in the Catholic Church. Whilst
I can appreciate the many problems faced by the
hierarchy, I find it frankly frustrating that there is
still such reluctance to give women opportunities
for an inclusive, collegiate role within the
Church. Sadly this reluctance is creating deep
distress amongst many women who feel
increasingly marginalised and voiceless. This

cannot be a healthy state of affairs for the
Church.

From the moment of divine incarnation it was a
woman, Mary, who bore the Word. It was her
Magnificat that rings with a woman’s prophetic
voice, rejoicing in God and extolling the vision of
justice that is the bedrock of peace. Her response
of “fiat” in reply to the Annunciation was strong
despite any misgivings that she undoubtedly felt
about the weight of responsibility entrusted to
her. And what about the woman Jesus met by the
well? A Samaritan woman and a Jewish man:
ethnic and gender complications indeed. Yet,
Jesus spent a considerable time talking with her
about God’s message of salvation. Then what
happened? The woman ran back to her village
and urged everyone to come and listen to him.
Jesus didn’t say: “Wait, woman. I’ll send one of
my disciples to your village. They’re men and
know more about God’s message than you do.”
He let her be God’s voice to spread the word
among her people.

In the early days of the Church women worked
on an equal footing with men to spread the
teachings of Christ, yet over the millennia that
parity of status has been eroded. The hierarchy
might agree that women do perform a prophetic
role within the Church. And there is no doubt that
the work of the many religious and lay women
seeking to remedy injustices in the world is a
shining example of Christ in action. Yet the fact
remains that hierarchical reluctance to establish a
policy of equal opportunities for men and women
within the Church is a serious problem

When exasperation nearly drives me to despair, I
remember my courageous soul sisters fighting
their own battles for justice and a better world for
their children, a world free from violence,
prejudice, and fear. Their example adds strength
to my own voice, as does Mary’s voice raised in
her song of exultation. Women’s struggles are
numerous, but we are resilient and strong. Our
voices will continue to ring out in the pursuit and
defence of justice and peace.
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SHEEP SEEKING COURAGE AND SUPPORT TO FOLLOW THE SHEPHERD.
Reflections on the American Catholic Council, 10 to 12 June 2011

By Valerie J Stroud

I am most grateful to Simon (Bryden-Brook)
and Edward for inviting me to accompany

them to the American Catholic Council in Detroit.
I am also indebted to them for booking us into
very comfortable and congenial lodgings which I
will long remember with pleasure.

Ken Trainor gives an excellent commentary on the
Council. I would like to add my perspective.

Overwhelmingly I received the impression that I was
among God’s holy people who loved their Church and
truly wanted to be proud to be members of it. They
were deeply disquieted, indeed in many cases were
enraged, at how the present regime has reneged on the
last General Council of the Church and the decisions
/recommendations that the Bishops made there. They
wanted to live all that Vatican II promised and were
looking for leadership and community to do this.
Unfortunately the Holy See, at the moment, is not
prepared to give or encourage such leadership and the
question that I constantly heard from those around me
was, “Where do we begin to make the necessary
changes? How do we set up truly Catholic
communities?” I am not at all sure that there were any
real answers except, “Let it begin with ourselves.”

I found it inspiring to listen to men and women whose
academic, theological and experiential credentials are
impeccable. I am sure that many in the congregation
joined me in finding that our eminent speakers
confirmed our own reading of Church documents,
Canon Law etc. The people of God are not stupid.
They are quite capable of understanding and
interpreting that which is placed before them! I bought
DVDs or CDs of all the presentations and hope to be
able to share these at various meetings.

In what was a hectic schedule I managed to attend two
workshops:

The first, presented by Sr Christine Schenk and Sr
Caridad Inda of Future Church, was about “Creating
Nonviolent Responses to Common Abuses of
Authority in the US Church”. We discussed healing
internalised oppression; non cooperation; hope,
suffering, fear and justice. For more information I

recommend a visit to
www.futurechurch.org/amillionvoices/ or purchase of
“Love in Action” by Richard K Taylor (available from
Amazon)

The second was “Universal Availability of Ministry,
Exploring new models of Catholic ministry”. Led by
Bp Andrea Johnson, Bp Bill Manseau and Fr. Don
Horrigan, we explored the theology of baptism, early
historical tradition, experience of Roman Catholic
women priests
(www.romancatholicwomenpriests.org),
married Roman Catholic Priests
(www.corpus.org),
CITI Ministries Inc
(www.rentapriest.com/about-citi-ministries.htm) and
the Dutch Dominican document
(www.we-are church.org/int/pdfsKerkEnAmbt/Kerk_
en_ambt-en.pdf).

I was also invited to attend the meetings of the
International Federation for a Renewed Catholic
Ministry and Corpus. I am sure the detail is reported
elsewhere but I was struck by the mature ages of the
groups. Then I looked more closely and was filled with
awe. We often hear the hierarchy speak about marriage
and how it is in need of support. I was sitting among
couples who had been married, in most cases, for
decades. By their glances and actions they obviously
loved and cherished each other now as on their
Wedding Day. They are wonderful examples of true
Catholic marriage. Unfortunately the Holy See wastes
this excellent resource because of its rejection of
ministerial priests who wish to marry the woman they
love.

The liturgies were spiritually nourishing but I think it
good to close with an account of one woman’s witness
to a group of us. About 20 years ago she, with her
husband, decided to invite a couple of friends to come
to their home once a month to reflect on scripture and
pray together. As we all know the Word of God is alive
and active and as their prayerful concern for their
neighbours began to be known the group began to
grow and meet weekly. Not only that, but they found
themselves getting involved in social justice locally
and, as more distant outreach, they formed links with a
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village in Africa. The group became too big and so it
subdivided into gatherings in other homes. They have
plenary gatherings regularly. Their local community
has benefitted as has the African village where there is

now a school, clean water and health education.

Much can be done if we hear the Shepherd’s voice and
do what He says.

Our friends at Sea of Faith have published their
100th Birthday Edition of the magazine Sofia. I
found this number interesting and illuminating
for one like me who does not know very much
about the Sea of Faith Network.

Upon reading Editor Dinah Livingstone’s
recollections I sense that Sofia’s thinking about
God is more radical or risky than ours. That may
be overwrought and unfair, but it is difficult to
get one’s head around a phrase like: “Sofia takes
for granted that God and all the gods are created
by the human imagination or poetic genius, and
religions are human creations.” But when one
remembers the Buddhist caution, “If you meet
the Buddha on the road, kill him,” then perhaps
we can see that it is easy to confuse our image of
God with the being which is truly God. And did
not the great German theologian Karl Barth rail
against religion as a creation of Man?

Livingstone extols the many religious stories and
practices which Sofia seeks to explore and to
preserve in the midst of a secular society. We
need mythos as well as logos, imagination as
well as reason or philosophy. Our Catholic
teachers have cautioned us regarding myth, as
though myth were fairy tale. I take myth to be a
sort of language of religious truth, just as
notation is the language of music. Myth seeks to
plumb the mysteries of human transcendence, to
dig for wells of living water waiting to be tapped
in each one of us, to convey and image truths
impossible to articulate rationally, or concretely.
Myth seeks to involve our imagination and put
our hearts on fire. I suppose that is why the
implicit theology of Sea of Faith is typified as
‘non-realism’. Christian myths and mysteries,
such as the Virgin Birth, the Transfiguration, or
the Resurrection have as much to do and to say
about us as they do and say about Mary or Jesus.
If that were not the case, they would be mere

fairy tale. The Editor does us a service when she
remarks about the foundational myth of the
Kingdom of God when she calls it social joy.

Another writer in the same issue, David
Paterson, situates the Network in the present
moment. He recalls that the Network was
founded to foment new thinking in the church.
He regrets that it did not happen. He points to a
fast-changing world which has passed the
Network by. It has not kept up. Yet there is a role
for Sea of Faith. It still ought to be immersed in
the church as well as in relationship with atheist,
humanist and secular groups.

I could not but reflect upon reading that our own
CCC is in an analogous situation in that the same
questions emerge: what is the role of CCC in
church and society; what is its relationship to the
institutional church; should it die out or try to
reinvent itself; at this critical juncture, what
direction ought we take?

Sea of Faith has served as a refuge for believers
who cannot express their doubts in public, so to
speak. That has been my Quaker experience.
Half of the members here in Newton Abbot are
refugees from other churches. Personally, I like
the metaphor Sea of Faith. It suggests infinite
horizonless immensity, infinite depth, all sorts of
life forms, from single-celled to leviathan
abounding there, and the source of all life, the
tehom over which the Spirit hovered to initiate
the Creation process. Whenever I think of the
institutional church, I think of a dinosaur. And
we know what happened to it.

Congratulations to all those who have made Sofia
a vital organ of expression for so many who seek
the Truth still beyond the grasp of us all. That
Truth will indeed set us free to live in the non-
realist God’s beauty, abundance, freedom and joy.

SOFIA, THE 100th BIRTHDAY EDITION
By Frank Regan
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NEWS

Under pressure from the Vatican, the
Maryknoll Catholic religious order has

issued a second canonical warning to Fr. Roy
Bourgeois stating he will be dismissed from the
order and his priesthood if he does not recant his
support for women priests.

Fr. Roy responded to this latest threat :

"As people of faith we believe in the
primacy of conscience. Our conscience
gives us a sense of right and wrong and
urges us to do what is right, what is just.
What you are asking me to do in your
letter is not possible without betraying
my conscience. In essence, you are
telling me to lie. This I cannot do,
therefore I will not recant. I firmly
believe that the exclusion of women
from the priesthood is a grave injustice
against women, against our Church,
and against our God."

"The culture of bullying within the Catholic
Church cannot be tolerated any longer," said, Erin
Hanna, Executive Director of the Women's
Ordination Conference. "It is contrary to the
gospel itself to bully and dismiss faithful priests
who dare to break the silence in support of
women's rightful role in the Church."

"Jesus himself welcomed women as well as men
into ministerial leadership," said Jim FitzGerald,
Call To Action's Executive Director. "It is a
shame our Church does not do likewise."

"The Vatican does not excommunicate the
pedophile-priests who have raped and sodomized
Catholic youth, or punish the bishops who
covered up these crimes. Yet, now in this
outrageous action they stand ready to defrock Fr.
Roy, priest of the people and prophet for justice
who has served God for over 40 years as a well-
known peace and justice activist and Nobel Peace
Prize nominee, said Bridget Mary Meehan, from
the Association of Roman Catholic Women
Priests. Suzanne Thiel of Roman Catholic
Womenpriests-USA affirmed: "Regardless of
personal consequences, Fr. Roy refuses to be
cowed by men who support an unjust law that
knowingly discriminates against half the Body of
Christ. He sees the face of Jesus in his sisters."

An online petition, sponsored by the Association
of Roman Catholic Womenpriests, Call To Action
USA, and Roman Catholic Womenpriests-USA,
Women's Ordination Conference, and co-
sponsored by 15 church-justice organizations, has
garnered over 8,000 signatures of Catholics
across the globe and continues to build
momentum.

Maryknoll Priest FacesRemoval from the Priesthood
Fr. Roy Bourgeois Receives Second Canonical Warning for His Support of Women's

Equality in the Catholic Church
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This AGM comes at a time when change is certainly happening in the Church, much of it in a backward
direction. Great disquiet is being experienced over the failure to implement collaborative ministry,

ecumenism, subsidiarity, and collegiality, to say nothing of financial accountability or the genuine
acknowledgement of women’s roles in Church structures. Liturgy is now to be in Sacral Vernacular -
discounting the work done by ICEL for and approved by our bishops in 1998. The sixties “fashion” for
inclusive language is dismissed out of hand. Worst of all the Eucharist is being sacrificed on the altar of
compulsory celibacy. Nothing effective is being done to counteract the falling numbers of priests.

We know that we have something to contribute, as the loyal opposition to what is happening in the Church. Some
Catholics have chosen to vote with their feet, going the Anglican route, or out of the Church altogether. We in CCC are
still on board and, as Catherine of Siena once said, the Church is bleeding from wounds in her back because people are
not speaking out. If only we could get more people, lay and ordained, to speak up. Come to the AGM, bring your
friends or your parish priest if he is as frustrated as you are - and many are - with the present situation.

If you are in a position to play an active part by joining the Committee, we welcome you to join us. If you can help with
publications we would be glad to go on publishing booklets now that Giles Hibbert O.P. has retired, having given so
many years of service. We also lament the loss of Adrian Smith M.Afr. who generously lent his wisdom and wit to our
deliberations for so long. His funeral tribute appears elsewhere in this edition. He devised our Home Study Course
which we also wish to continue. There is so much to be done as we head for the 50th anniversary of Vatican II. All this
however depends on being able to recruit a full and active committee. You do not have to be totally computerate, but we
can certainly use people with good IT Skills. The internet has become an essential communication tool in the Church as
it has in the world - a flight path of the Holy Spirit in our day, no less. Please volunteer, twist arms or at least pray for
the success of this crucial meeting.

Members will have seen in Renew 158 that we lost 2 key members from the Committee. Bernard Wynne (Chair) had
been quite unwell and was exhausted. Simon Bryden-Brook (Secretariat), who has been our mainstay for many years
and had earlier this year taken over from a retiring Renew Production Editor, in addition to everything else he did, was
overstretched and decided to withdraw. Fortunately a new Production Editor (Colin Close) came to the rescue and
Renew 158 (and now 159) was published (Simon and a small group of London members continuing to see to its
mailing). We must now establish a new Committee able to continue the work of CCC, as long and effectively as
possible, and especially through celebrations in October 2012 of the 50th anniversary of the start of Vatican Council II;
see notes below. There are other jobs to do if there are labourers.

PamWearing Vice-Chairperson

Catholics for a Changing Church
43rd Annual General Meeting

Saturday 29th October 2011 11 a.m. - 4.00p.m.
St Vincent’s Centre, Carlisle Place, London SW1P 1NL Nearest Station - Victoria.
Carlisle Place is parallel with Westminster Cathedral, one block closer to Victoria

Programme
11a.m. AVideo of Joan Chittister OSB’s talk at the Detroit meeting of the American

Catholic Council
12 noon A .G. M. ...followed by...
c12.45/1.00 Liturgy and Lunch. Please bring finger food to share. Tea and coffee will be

provided ..at some point, possible brief meeting of new Committee
2.00p.m. Workshops on future action by CCC
3.15p.m. Reporting Session
3.45p.m. Tea
4p.m. Close
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1. Fortunately Valerie Stroud, a long-standing
member of CCC (whose main area of activity has
been with We Are Church UK) has been
encouraged to agree to stand for the Chair
vacancy.

2. Pam Wearing who has kept us going over
recent months is willing to continue as Vice-
Chair.

3. Provided we can make sure we have other
workers and do not presume again to land ever
more loads on him, Simon Bryden-Brook has
agreed to come back to the Secretariat.

4. Colin Stockford who has been Treasurer for
many years, with some other Secretariat work
and recently Renew proof-reading, is relieved to
know that Frank Hacklett (a member of CCC for
many years) has agreed to be proposed for the
Committee and be prepared to take over with
minimal disruption in the near future.

5. Frank Regan is willing to continue to serve on
the Committee as our Renew Editor-in-Chief.

6. Unless CCC can find members willing to serve
on its committee and as officers, its long term
future remains uncertain. There is space for NEW
BLOOD! Who is ready to come aboard, possibly
at first co-opted for particular tasks?

AGM AGENDA

1. Introduction , Welcome and Apologies - Acting Chairperson
2. Adoption of Agenda
3. Minutes of the 42nd AGM 23 October 2010
4. Reports:

Acting Chairperson
Treasurer CCC [and POGT] accounts to April 2011
Editor of RENEW
Web Manager

5. Elections:
Chairperson
Vice Chairperson
Secretary
Treasurer
Two other members: Editor of RENEW and one Member without portfolio
(Nominations received by PamWearing by 25th September will be
published on the CCC website; nominations may also be made at the meeting.)

6. Date and location of next AGM – Saturday 20th October 2012 at St Vincent's?
7. Votes of thanks, Loyal greetings.
8. Discussion about the future policy/activities of CCC.
9. A.O.B

NOTES
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Candidate for CCC Chair – Valerie J. Stroud
I have been encouraged by eminent CCC members to stand for election to the Chair. I am indebted to Pam
Wearing for her support and willingness to stand for Vice Chair. I hope that, if elected, I can fully justify
the confidence placed in me.

Some of you will know me but there are probably many who do not. I believe, therefore, that a short biography would
be helpful.

I am a widow, aged 67 and engaged in a deeply interesting full-time job working for a professional institute.

As far as the Church is concerned I am a convert, which probably only endears me to the most enlightened of ‘cradle’
Catholics. It took me 20 years to take the step, which came after I read Fr Austin Flannery’s translation of the
documents of Vatican II. Wow! This was the turning point. Here was a Church I just had to join!

In common with many converts of my generation I felt at a disadvantage compared with my brother and sister
Catholics who had been brought up in the Faith. The Priest who instructed me encouraged me to read many of the text
books he had used in the Seminary, so I was able to ‘hit the ground running’ as the saying goes.

I cannot in any way say that the last thirty years have been dull. I have served as Secretary of the Southwark Catholic
Guide Guild and was elected to a term of office as Chairman. For 13 years I was Secretary of the Catholic Guide
Advisory Council and for part of that time represented the CGAC on the National Board of Catholic Women. In two
parishes I was one of their representatives on the Deanery Pastoral Council and this included a lengthy period as
Secretary and four years as Chairman. I have been a delegate to our Diocesan Ecumenical Commission, Laity
Commission, and an observer at the Liturgy Commission. The period of enlightenment for me was when I worked as a
Parish Secretary /Pastoral Assistant for six years. I had the grace of the painful experience of how the institutional
Church treats its willing and committed workers.

As a means of recovery from this abuse I spent six years studying how power operates in organisations and societies,
with a Degree at the end and a Diploma in Religious Studies. I also met you wonderful people and began to serve the
reform movement by setting up the administration for Catholic Women’s Ordination. I was their delegate to Jubilee
People who sent me to Rome in 1996 to represent the UK at the inauguration of the international movement We Are
Church. In 1997 I became the Co-ordinator of We Are Church (UK). I regularly attend the European Network
conferences. Before my husband’s death eight years ago I served on the Executive of CCC and this included a period
as Vice Chair.

If you elect me, I look forward to assisting you in building on all the excellent initiatives and projects already in CCC’s
manifesto, and also developing closer collaboration with We Are Church (UK). Our organisations are structured
differently but the objectives are very similar. We shall be stronger by continuing our pilgrimage together.

Centenary Celebration of St Joan’s Alliance
St Andrew’s Church, Short Street (opposite the Young Vic), Waterloo Saturday 8th October 10.30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

SJA started 100 years ago as the Catholic Suffrage Society and since then it has been working for equality
and justice for women in both the religious and secular spheres. It is an inclusive organisation - comprising
catholic women and men and those from other churches.The keynote talk will be given by Prof. Ursula
King on Gender and Spirituality: "Women’s vision and empowerment across faiths and cultures of the
world”. We will also be delving into the archives in relation to today’s issues with Myra Poole; the
international aspect with Mary Dittrich and looking at our latest briefing paper on the much neglected
doctine of the reception of Doctrine and the Sensus Fidelium with Ianthe Pratt. There will be a creative
liturgy and a shared lunch - please bring finger food. We hope that many from other organisations and
groups will come and help us to celebrate.

PLEASE PUT THIS IN YOUR DIARYNOW, RSVP- Before the end of September.
For more information contact Ianthe (020 8693 1438) or email lumen@globalnet.co.uk.
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A friend from Adrian’s order,
Patrick Shanahan, preaching at

Adrian’s requiem in Ealing Abbey
opened his homily by quoting T S Eliot:
“To rejoice and mourn at once and for
the same reason”. For those in the order
who had worked in Africa, the words of
the preface that “life is changed not
ended” chimed with the notion that
Adrian had died and gone to the elders.
One such as he, dying in old age was said to be
with the ancestors in other words - heaven; no
maybe but fact. If we could see that eternity had
begun now, that it was a simultaneity and not a
succession, then our present living was
contingent to and not a mere reception room for
the next life. So was it with Adrian.

He was born in 1930, schooled at Ampleforth,
ordained at Montevoit in 1955. After eight years
working in Sutton Coldfield, he went to Zambia
in 1963. He worked there for fourteen years
involved in ecumenical and biblical projects.
Then, via Jerusalem and the Irish School of
Ecumenics in Dublin, he spent eight years
working as National Director of the Movement
for a Better World in Birmingham and Stone. He
promoted non-religious retreats for non-church
people under the title, ‘More to life’. At the same
time, he kept up a search for Justice and Peace
with the campaign to end the debt of the
developing world. From 1994 to 2006 he worked
in London and Walsall, and spent his final years
at Nuneaton continuing to give retreats and
conferences all over the country.

Speaking as a friend, Patrick Shanahan described
him as a gentleman, a loyal man and a kingdom
man: gentle even in fierce disagreement:
supportive when encouraging people to persist in
the face of narrow minded opposition; seeing
everything in terms of the kingdom. Fromm
described the revolutionary personality as
evincing independence with the capacity to
identify deeply with humanity and the ability to
disobey in the interest of more fundamental
values. This described Adrian very accurately. He
spent a lot of time dealing with the tensions in the

Church and trying to soften them. The
age old tension is between the message,
teaching and life of the non-systemic
man, Jesus, and the process people who
run, and in certain ages try to dominate,
the church. The dilemma is that in order
for the non-systemic Jesus to be heard
by the whole world we need the process
as a vehicle for the message. Adrian
had always been wary of the actual bus

becoming more important than the passengers
and the driver. And so he quietly and patiently
took on the role of a rebel.

He was a prophet of an inclusive, caring and
searching church that looked at the ‘new creation’
beloved of Paul. The evolutionary process has
indeed been ‘groaning in labour pains until now’,
In the words of John Polkinghorne - the last word
is not with death but with God. In Romans 8,
Paul talks of the hope and promise ‘that creation
itself will be set free from its bondage to decay
and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the
children of God.’ This chapter is one of the most
profound and hopeful in our scriptures.

Finally, Adrian, the silent rebel, always chose the
non systemic man, Jesus, above the process. We
were urged to go home to read and discuss
Romans 8, and to follow Adrian in building the
kingdom for everyone. Reading this you may
well be aware that Adrian lent his support to
CCC over the years and wrote four of our
booklets:

From Hierarchy to Community
NewAge Spirituality - A Christian Perspective
The Priestless Parish
Tomorrow’s Parish

One of his last contributions was to devise the
Study Course which we have been offering, using
CCC booklets as background reading. His last
major publication was God, Energy and the Field,
published by Orbis in 2008.

Obituary
Adrian Smith, Missionary of Africa

1930- 2011
The Quiet Rebel
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What monster lurks within the deep
a hissing spring of venom and bile
that seethes and rages in the underbelly of the clear blue,

spewing up the innocent blood
of tomorrow’s free thinkers and leaders.
Snaking its way across our continent
invidious, cunning, preying on ignorance and fear,
stirring up hatred under the shameful banner of nationalism and pride.

We choose not to fight evil with evil.
We choose not to defeat hate with hate.
Love, tolerance and understanding will be their legacy.
The meek will inherit the earth and peace will raise her voice
to silence the bomb and the gun.

These lines were written after the horrific events in Norway. The Editor.

He was a man of war when it came to
standing up to the weather, the police

and the government. But he stood in constant
vigil outside Westminster to remind civil
society and its MPs of their duty to quest for
peace. He was an apostle of peace, inspired
by his Faith and rooted in a humanity
wounded by war.

Brian died on 18 June 2011. He will no longer be
there in the flesh like a faithful guardian of the
people of the world, but he will spend his heaven
inspiring future peacemakers of the nobleness of
their cause.

Here is an Early Day Motion tabled by Jeremy
Corbin:

“That this House notes with sadness the passing
of Brian Haw, whose protest camp in Parliament
Square, initially against the Iraq and Afghanistan
wars and then all wars, has stood for a decade and
resisted all legal and political challenges to its
existence; supports the principles behind the

protest camp and regards its existence as a
formidable example of the possibilities for
peaceful dissent at a time when civil liberties
are being eroded and military power is being
employed over negotiated peace; further
notes Mr Haw’s relentless discipline in
ensuring that he be seen by Hon. Members
going about their business every day, as a
constant reminder of the consequences of

their decision for the lives of thousands of
innocent people and subsequent generations;
further notes the political inspiration that he was
to so many, with his handcrafted placards about
the innocent lives lost as a result of war; trusts
that his inspiration lives on as an influence to
those in Parliament who make the decisions, and
to the public whose role it is to hold decision
makers in Parliament to account so that they
might work toward bringing about peace in their
time; and calls for a fitting permanent memorial
to be established in Parliament.”

EDM 1945: Peace and Brian Haw

The Editor

Obituary
Brian Haw
1949 – 2011

Man of War, Apostle of Peace

Freedom

Anne O'Connor



RENEW 159
September 2011

17

Your Eminence, my Lord Bishops, Reverend
Fathers and Sisters, dear Caritas friends,

They say that life is what happens to you while
you are busy making other plans.

Today, I had hoped to be beginning a second term
as your Secretary General. Instead, I find myself
saying good bye to you - and it seems like I have
only just settled in!

Four years really does feel like such a short time.

Distressing as the last few months have been,
these are not the memories that I will take away
as I leave Caritas.

l shall treasure many memories about Caritas, but
most of all l will remember Caritas people.
Although l have only been in my current job for
four years, my departure brings to an end a career
in Caritas that spans 20 years - most of that time
spent with CAFOD, our member organisation in
England and Wales.

In particular, I shall remember the many
dedicated Caritas workers in the field who I have
had the pleasure of meeting during my career.
And I have been very pleased to see some of
them again this week.

These are the people who embody the true
essence of Caritas - people who live and work
alongside the poor, often in the most difficult and
dangerous of environments. They are on the front
line in the battle against poverty; their reality is
far from the esoteric world of statutes and rules
and canon law.

In many cases they have spurned a more
comfortable and lucrative way of life to make a
preferential option for the poor. Here is the “heart
which sees” that Pope Benedict speaks of in Deus
Caritas Est.

lt is a humbling and necessary experience for all
Caritas leaders to get out into the field and

reconnect with this fundamental reality of Caritas
in action.

From my own experience of Caritas programmes
in so many parts of the world, I know that Caritas
workers serve tirelessly alongside, and for,
people of all races, people of all faiths, and
people of none. They are a shining example of
God's love for humanity. What better
demonstration of Catholic identity? For, to be
Catholic, is by definition, to be all-embracing; to
work for the common good of all humanity.

I shall also remember our Caritas supporters
around the world. l have had the pleasure of
speaking to many of them during the last four
years.

As a confederation, I believe we have much to be
proud of. In my report to the General Assembly, I
spoke of the journey we have undertaken in the
Iast four years. I believe we have indeed come a
long way in this time.

My wish for Caritas would be that you continue
that journey - united in minds and hearts. I have
no doubt that we have been on the right road; and
I hope that Caritas will:

- Continue to be a powerful and authentic voice
of the poor and ensure that their voices are heard
in international debates on climate change,
migration, health, food security and chronic
poverty.

- Continue to reach out and embrace the wider
humanitarian community. Collaborate with other
faith-based and secular organisations that share
our values. There is much we can contribute -
and much we can learn.

- And finally, continue to work towards a more
equitable balance between women and men in the
leadership of Caritas organisations. We should
not forget that lay women make up a huge
proportion of Caritas workers. They deserve
respect and recognition. My appointment as the

Secretary General’s Farewell Speech,
Caritas lnternationalis General Assembly 27th May 2011
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first woman Secretary General in 2007 was a
courageous step. You know that we can do the
job - only fear, misogyny and prejudice stand in
your way.

But whatever direction Caritas takes in the future, for
me a new road beckons.

And you now have a new Secretary General.

l would like to congratulate Michel Roy on his
appointment. lt has been a huge privilege for me to
have been able to serve this wonderful, diverse
community that we know as Caritas - and I am sure,
Michel, that you will feel the same.

l hand the reins over to you with affection. You will be
in my prayers, for l know you have some substantial
challenges ahead.

You will need the courage of a lion; the skin of a
rhinoceros; the wisdom of an owl; and the
patience of a polar bear. And l don’t know if
there is an animal with eyes in the back of its
head, but that could also be very useful!

My dear friends and colleagues in the General
Secretariat, I wish to address a special word to
you. We spoke so often over the past months of
being in and going out into the deep waters... We
said how important it is to read the signs of the
times... we searched to understand and to do the
will of God...

I have learned that the will of God in life does not
come in straight lines, or clear signs, or certain
choices. Life is not a set of constants to which we
cling for security or seek for affirmation. On the
contrary, life is often confusing and blurred,
unsure under foot, tentative and shaky to the
touch. Our relationships do not feel as firmly fixed
as they once did. The world around us has tilted
and tipped without our permission. Nothing is
what it once had been, nothing is what it promised
to be.

But one thing is inescapable: The way we deal with
whatever happens to us on the outside will depend
entirely on what we have become on the inside.

Wherever we have fixed our hearts, whatever it
is to which we have given them, will determine
the way we experience all that is happening to us
now. 1

I am reminded of these words of St Peter:

“No one can hurt you if you are
determined to do only what is right;"
“and blessed are you if you have to
suffer for being upright. Have no dread
of them; have no fear."
“Simply proclaim the Lord Christ holy
in your hearts, and always have your
answer ready for people who ask you
the reason for the hope that you have".
“But give it with courtesy and respect
and with a clear conscience so that
those who slander your good behaviour
in Christ may be ashamed of their
accusations."
“And if it is the will of God that you
should suffer, it is better to suffer for
doing right than for doing wrong.”
(1 Peter 3:13-17)

My dear friends in Caritas, as l say farewell to
you, l pray that you remain proud and confident
in who we are as Caritas. And equally, may you
be open to what is seeking to emerge, open to
the Holy Spirit and what is being asked of us by
God in our contemporary world, as we strive to
be one human family.

May you forever be clothed in heartfelt
compassion, in generosity and humility,
gentleness and patience. And over all these
clothes, may you put on love.
(Colossians 3:12-14)

Lesley-Anne Knight
27th May 2011

I Joan Chittister, with thanks for the inspiration

This address has been shortened for reasons of space.
The Editor.
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BOOKS
Hustin Smith used to tell

the story of the Lord
God who called upon all
Christian leaders to form the
One True Church of Christ by
next Monday. Obediently they
answered the Lord’s call. On
Monday the One True Church
of Christ was formed. By
Tuesday there were two One

True Churches of Christ! The Chinese
philosopher who minted the prayer, “may you
live in interesting times”, would have had a lot of
food for thought in 17th century England.

Andrew Bradstock, Professor of Theology and
Public Issues at the University of Otago, New
Zealand, has written a very fine book on the few
years before the Restoration, Cromwell’s
Commonwealth, in which various groups of
Christian rebels sprung up, each making its claim
to be the way forward. They had marvellous
names (epithets?): the Dippers, the Ranters, the
Diggers, the Quakers, the Levellers, the Fifth
Monarchists and the Muggletonians. For them
Dissidence was a way of life. They were against
the institutional church, the predominance of the
corrupt clergy and especially they were against
tithing. Very few of the groups survived—only
the Quakers and the Baptists (Dippers) from
whom most of the groups stemmed from. The last
Muggletonian died in 1979.

It is difficult to imagine a time in this country in
which religion was the hot topic of the day. It was
a time in which it was dangerous to be a
dissident. One could lose life, limb and property
for one’s beliefs. It was a time fecund of all sorts
of religious literature, pamphlets especially,
which debated, denigrated, denounced and
damned all and sundry who did not agree. It was
an exciting time to have lived, if also perilous.

Most, if not all of those groups, had their
beginnings in, or very near, the Baptists. The
‘Dippers’, as they were known, practised full
immersion for Baptism. They asserted the right to
withdraw from established religion and form their
own independent churches. There was only one
New Testament model of church: believers
voluntarily gathering together. The church was ‘a
company of visible saints’ Thus the church could
not comprise all who lived in the parish because
there lived the saved and the reprobate. The
church was of the committed, adults baptised in
their majority years. Infant baptism was
forbidden.

One can appreciate how feared they were by the
established church. By the terms of the
Elizabethan Settlement baptism for the newly
born meant both membership of the church and
citizenship of the country. The Baptists were seen
as dedicated to the tearing of a very frail social
fabric and so were highly suspect.

Archbishop Laud was dedicated to the erasure of
all Puritanism, by violence if necessary. Soon
there arose an awareness of the necessity of
becoming more politically active. Thus were born
the Levellers, reputed by some as being the
political wing of the Baptists. The Baptists
welcomed Oliver Cromwell. But the Fifth
Monarchy Movement criticised him for usurping
Jesus in making himself sole ruler.

The 1640’s and ‘50’s formed a maelstrom of
religious creativity, action, clashes and fierce
debate. From these groups emanated the first
glimmers of ideas like freedom of worship,
democratic participation in the life of the church,
religious toleration, equality of laity and clergy
and other ideas which, honed and refined
throughout the 18th century, became the
foundational assumptions of the American and
French Revolutions. In the heat of debate and

Radical Religion in Cromwell’s England
By Andrew Bradstock
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persecution, clandestinity and exile, Modernity
was born.

I very much enjoyed this book. I had read many
years ago Christopher Hill’s seminal, “The World
Turned Upside Down”. I was glad of the
opportunity to revisit a fascinating era of our
religious history. The seventeenth was the century
of the late Shakespeare, of Donne, Herbert,
Marvell, Milton, Herrick and Traherne. It was the
time of Laud and of Winstanley, of the
Gunpowder and other plots, of the stripping of
the altars, of recusancy and martyrdom. What a

time to have lived and what a time for the
confrontation of faith, life, politics, bigotry and
all colours and shades of religious opinion. Is
such an entity as the one, true church of Christ
possible?

Frank Regan
July 2011

Andrew Bradstock
Radical Religion in Cromwell’s England
Tauris 2011, 189 Pages, £12.99

At 12.30 a.m. on the morning of 27 July 1957
the fifteen year old boy, pictured below at

school with his father a few weeks before, wrote
in what he believed to be the last last letter he
would ever write, “I believe I am too wicked to

deserve to live on” and attempted suicide with an
overdose of aspirin.

He had a filthy secret: he liked sex with other boys
and this was contrary to scripture, the teaching of
the Church and the proclaimed standards of the
public school world of the nineteen fifties. Had he
been able to read Jonathan Gathorne-Hardy's The
Public School Phenomenon 597-1957 (Hodder and
Staunton, 1977), and especially his pages on
'Games and Sex' and 'The Amorous Life of
Adolescents' he would have discovered that those
who had purported to educate him were liars.
Homosexual adventures had been part and parcel
of boarding school life for centuries and his own
misdemeanours were trivial in comparison with
much of the bestiality that occurred in public
schools in England.

What he could not know either was that scripture
and the Gospel do not condemn homosexuals. Two
years before, in 1955, Longman's Green had
published the Anglican priest Dr D Sherwin
Bailey's ground-breaking Homosexuality and the
West Christian Tradition which questioned
received wisdom among churchmen on the subject
of homosexuality. Since then there has been an
avalanche of books and Dr Sharpe lists the most
important in his bibliography.

The fifteen year old's suicide attempt was happily

FILTHY SECRET
By Simon Bryden-Brook
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unsuccessful but the trauma associated with the
events that led to it and the years of persecution,
ostracism and self-oppression that followed it
took their toll. I was that boy and over fifty years
later I look back on a painful battle to accept my
homosexuality and reconcile it with Christianity.

Perhaps only women brought up at the same time
as myself can appreciate the agonies of growing
up a second-class citizen in a macho world. But
even they cannot imagine the horror of growing
up in a society where all one's natural instincts
had to be concealed and denied. The Church was
the leader of the oppressors of course.

Today we know better. Professor Mark Jordan has
shown in The Silence of Sodom, homosexuality
in modern Catholicism (University of Chicago,
2000) that 'The intrinsic culture of Roman
Catholic orders and its priesthood is tied to the
Church's homosexual fixation, its homoerotic
imagination, and the connection of these to the

exercise of power in the definition of the
priesthood. The Church's tedious on-going
rhetoric about homosexuality is geared to
maintain confusion and keep LGBT advocates
busy and at bay. At the same time, the internal
priestly culture consists of an unspoken
queerness' (International Gay and Lesbian

Review, Los Angeles CA).

Retired Professor of Education Keith Sharpe in
the book under review gives an admirably
succinct account of the results of modern
scholarship on the scriptural and traditional basis
for the condemnation of homosexual behaviour.
In seven short chapters he deals with the
traditional arguments from Genesis and Leviticus
to St Paul, providing at the end of each section an
admirable one page summary of the points made.
Interestingly, he then moves from defence to
affirmation and in twelve chapters he suggests
ways in which scripture can encourage and even
provide models for homosexuals. The
relationship between David and Jonathan is
discussed inevitably and, controversially, even
the question of our Lord's own sexuality. Just as
John Wijngaards has conclusively demonstrated
that the opposition to women's ordination is
based on prejudice, so Keith Sharpe has done the
same for its condemnations of homosexuality.
Homosexuals, says Sharpe, in closing his book
'need to assert with confidence that they are as
much numbered amongst God's children as
anybody else. If this book has made any small
contribution to facilitating such defence and
affirmation its purpose will have been achieved.'
(p 200)

Certainly if this book prevents the suicide of any
child poisoned by a false interpretation of the
Gospel, then it will indeed have succeeded. I
believe it has, with flying colours. The author is
to be congratulated on a simple and positive
presentation.

[Visit: www.thegaygospels.com]
Keith Sharpe.
The Gay Gospels,
Good News for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered
People
Alresford Books 2011, 203 pages, £9.99

“I tell them. Love turns
On its own axis, as do beauty and truth,
And the wise are they
Who in every generation
Remain still to assess their nearness
To it by the magnitude of their shadow”

R.S. Thomas, fromApostrophe
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Making Each Moment Count
Anne Bryan Smollin

One of my most
cherished Scripture

readings - and I read it
every birthday - is that
from Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
which Simon and
Garfunckle sung about
so long ago: There is a

Time. In it the author points out those moments in
which the heavenly vision placed in the human
heart permits one to almost understand the
breadth and depth of our human existence.

This little booklet wants us to live in the present
and reflect that there is not a moment in which we
cannot discover something of God in our lives.
Our author chooses 21 of those moments which
we could ponder and pray over. One of her
moments is Laughter. She quotes a French
proverb: “The most completely lost of all days is
the one in which we have not laughed.”

Life does have meaning and is to be found in the
bits and pieces, in the nooks and crannies of our

everydayness. Kurt Vonnegut, a master of the
sardonic, once wrote that God (in whom he did
not believe) put us here just to fart around. In a
way the observation is not totally devoid of truth.
It certainly disinflates any self-delusion we might
be entertaining. Do we not want to feel that
something which started with a big bang will not
end in a flat raspberry? My wife Tirke, in
moments of exasperation, reminds me that I am a
“grumpy old fart”. Yes, but God loves me. And
she loves you too.

Smollen’s booklet is full of sayings and stories
which remind us once again of how human we
are and also of our unceasing capability of
appreciating how God continues to be our Life,
our Joy, our Hope, if only we let go and let her
be.

Frank Regan
July 2011

Anne Bryan Smollen, Making Each Moment Count
New City Press 2011, 48 pages £4.00

Adult Faith
Diarmuid O’Murchu

The subtext of the title says:
Growing in Wisdom and

Understanding. I think the
experience of most of us who try to
grow in the Faith is that many
understand growth as growth in
christian devotion, not in christian

maturity. Being an adult is a risky affair. It
demands that we take responsibility for our
actions, thoughts, beliefs, as also our very
relationship with God, the future of that
relationship and our following of Jesus Christ as
sent for the life of the world.

Diarmuid O’Murchu has written a book which is
an invitation to leave behind our religion of fear,
guilt and unworthiness, and to learn to walk as
adults in an adult relationship with God. God

loves us because God is good and God knows the
clay of which we are made. Indeed, the only way
God can relate to us is in loving us. She invites us
into a grace-filled Way to the Truth which will set
us free to love and to serve. That is Life given for
the life of others, including all of creation.

Our experience of the institutional church has
been immersion in a hierarchy of domination. In
it we are expected to defer and to submit,
thinking that we are doing the will of God. There
are many who want to live that way, happy and
contented to bend to the will of the clergy whom
they have placed on a pedestal. They want to
pattern their lives according to their image of
God. Their God is eternal, impassable and
unchanging. They must be the same, at least
analogously. They must always be the same,
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unchanging as God is and immune from the cares
of the world.

O’Murchu points out that the culture which
before sustained and nurtured that way of being is
changing. There is a new emerging understanding
of what it is to be human. The human person is
understood to be more egalitarian, relational and
always in process. To let that understanding of
being human flourish demands that we
‘deconstruct’ our mindset and implicit ideologies
and theologies. Our mindset is based, among
other things, on patriarchal structures of power,
the ideology of competition, the commoditisation
of the earth’s resources, individualism and the
dominance of reason.

O’Murchu makes some interesting points when
he speaks about the New Adult. He says, for
example, that relationality defines identity. We
are in relationships which connect us with other
humans, the planet and the cosmos. This
contradicts the solipsistic individualism of writers
like the late Ayn Rand who wrote about the sole
individual who should act only in one’s own
interests. It will take generations to learn what
relationality is about and to change radically our
capitalistic system and patriarchal culture which
obstruct healthy human relationships. Humans are
programmed for mutuality and cooperation. We
are not born into the original sin of egoism.
Indeed we are all immaculately conceived.

The author goes on to speak of the New Adult in
terms of: protean, cosmopolitan and co-
evolutionary. The word ‘protean’ tries to sum up
the human being’s experience of growth as
ongoing process. The person is able to “morph”
into different forms in order to be able to relate to
the complexities and ambiguities of life as it
presents itself. The word ‘cosmopolitan’ conveys
the experience of increasing numbers of people
living in post-ethnic situations where cultural
differences are being assimilated or overcome.
Many barriers still exist but the trend is there, and
should extend to the planetary-cosmic web of life
if it is to be fully human. The word ‘co-
evolutionary’ denotes an ongoing option to live in
harmony with the rhythm and flow of creation.

That option will permit one to outgrow the
anthropocentric narrowness of everyday
relationships and grow to embrace the planetary
and cosmic.

Flannery O’Connor has called our culture
‘Christ-haunted’. Somewhere in the Qur’an it
says that no matter where we look we find the
face of God. We are not as godless as our
despairing religious leadership would have us
believe. We do indeed feel estranged from God
and from others because we are estranged from
the earth, the webs of life, which sustain us. We
live violently with the Earth and so also with
others. We need an Earth-centred culture and
spirituality concerned with Life here on Earth, an
Earth in process of Christification. Christ came to
open up the possibilities of life in abundance.

Our author has spent much of his reflective life
pointing out to us journeyers the direction we
might take in a world constantly opening to wider
horizons. He directs us to look outside of the
church and to get rid of any ‘us and them’
attitudes we might have. The great error our
church commits in its dealing with the secular
world is to believe it has all the answers. As a
consequence it excludes those who do not agree.

We are in hope of a Samaritan church which like
the first Samaritan crossed the boundaries of his
tradition and took the ‘other’ in his woundedness
without regard for his difference. A Samaritan
church will not have all the answers. It will have
words of healing and of encouragement. It will
work in solidarity with other Godseekers who
live their lives for others and whose spirit
pulsates to the energies and rhythms of the Holy
Spirit. A Samaritan church will experience the
encounter with those seekers of God and builders
of humanity as an encounter of grace and will
take off its sandals for it is treading holy ground.

Frank Regan
June 2011

Diarmuid O’Murchu - Adult Faith
Orbis Books 2010, 216 pages, £12.99
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An Aspect of Fear
A Journey from Anxiety to Peace - Grace Sheppard

What an exceptional,
long suffering lady:

what faith and courage is
shown in this book.

Initially I was struck by how
much the author went through
alone for so long; Grace
gently narrates the anguish she
lived through, explaining how

she learnt to face the truth. It is as if we are taught
how best to face our own demons through the
example of how she coped.

Also we are made aware of how reaching out to
our neighbours can make us feel included. Fear
can make one feel very isolated, but we are told
there are many kind beings on whom we can rely
to build trusting relationships.

The intimate writing about her own experiences

helps us to accept and face our humanity
courageously. The author describes how she
managed to move forward despite a crippling
apprehension, aiming for achieving goals.

Reading this book, we are taught how to start
accepting truths about ourselves in order to thrive
and overcome our fears. Letting go of our negative
emotions can allow us to face certain truths.

Understanding herself the author was able to trust
friends and family and felt brave enough to face
her fears allowing her to get through difficult
phases and negotiate difficult hurdles.
This is an inspirational book and all the more
touching as the author died last year, leaving us
such a insightful story.

Inez Keech
June 2011

Grace Sheppard - An Aspect of Fear
Norwich Books - New Ed 2011 111 pages £10.99

The Christian Future and the Fate of the Earth
Thomas Berry

Sr Elizabeth Johnson very
well expresses the vision

which this book expresses:
“A flourishing humanity on a
thriving Earth in an evolving
universe, all together filled
with the glory of God - such is
the theological vision and
praxis we are being called to
in this critical age of Earth’s
distress.”

The late Thomas Berry has come to be one of the
major thinkers and doers of a new ecological
theology and spirituality. He, along with the likes
of Brian Swimme, has been searching for ways to
tell a new Story or Narrative which incorporates
our very beginnings even further back than Eden.
We began with the Big Bang and so the history of
our transformation and transfiguration finds its
roots in that great event. The mystery of the
Incarnation embraces all of creation, blessed and

called ‘good’ from the very first moment.

The planet, or should I say Gaia, is up in arms and
shows us once again that she has her own story and
her own gospel to tell. Japan has suffered an
earthquake and a tsunami which have been
devastating for people and for nuclear security.
Brazil saw landslides due mostly to the denuding
of forest and hillside. Australia, Sri Lanka and the
Philippines were hit by floods. Burma suffered an
earthquake as did New Zealand - Christchurch is
still quaking. The United States has suffered
record-force tornadoes and there is severe drought
in Texas and central China.

Scientists say that we have entered a new
geological epoch called the Anthropocene. On the
scale of the recent natural disasters the human
thumbprint brings much weight to bear. The
thumbprint is composed of CO2 which makes itself
visible in the form of ice melting, water heating
and clouds gathering.
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This book captures Berry’s prophetic voice as he warns
us of the danger which our planet is in and of the
necessity to change course if we are not to bring
destruction upon ourselves and the future generations.
He sees the future of the Earth as interrelated with the
future of Christianity. The environment is a religious
issue. The universe is sacred. He laments that
Christians have arrived so tardily to awareness of the
peril we are in. To aid him in his reflections he invokes
the thought of Thomas Aquinas and the vision of Pierre
Teilhard de Chardin.

Berry published an article in 1978 called The New
Story. He wrote that we are between stories - the
religious and the scientific. The religious mentality
shies away from the story because it is presented in
merely materialist terms. The scientific mentality does
not perceive the numinous quality of creation and thus
reduces it to mere object. The religious view is merely
spiritualist.

Berry wants us to discover that we are Cosmos. Our
God is a cosmic Being, penetrating and transcending
all. God’s Spirit has spoken to us through the story of
the universe and invites us to recognise that our life is
of, and belongs to, the Cosmos. In every human cell
there is one photon. This atom is a remnant of the Big
Bang in each one of us. He also wants to tell us, as he
does here and in his seminal The Universe Story, that
we are related to the evolutionary cosmic process and
we have a critical role for a sustainable future.

One of the central points Berry makes is the necessity
of implementing a Third Mediation. The previous two
were that between the divine and the human, beginning
with Israel; and that between differing human groups
divided between nation-states, social classes, gender,
race etc. The third is between the human community
and Earth. From Earth we derive our food and our
breath. Even the sunlight comes beneficently thanks to
the conditions Earth has created for us.

Berry indicates the resources of which we dispose to be
able to start the great work of restoring a healthy, life-
giving relationship between Earth and the human
community. The first is the world-wide Christian
community whose task is economic, political and most
importantly religious and spiritual. Alongside other
religious traditions we can forge a worldwide force
which can move human consciousness to the depth
needed. Only religious force can measure the
magnitude of the task.

The second resource is our Christian awareness of the
communion to which we are all called: communion
with the divine source of our being, with the entire
human community and with the universe itself. The
Body of Christ is ultimately the whole universe. If that
is not so, then the Incarnation and Redemption are not
complete. A third resource is an awareness of the
creative possibilities of chaos and destruction. This
sounds strange but we are on the brink of possible
catastrophe. In the beginning the Spirit wafted over the
tehom and from its stormy shapelessness formed the
earth. We too are called to be prophets of destruction
and construction, communities of Jeremiah (cf Jer 1).
Revelation states: I am doing new things (Rev 21:5).

Later he speaks of a new paradigm for the
understanding of reality and of value. Its first feature is
a universe viewed as a story of irreversible
transformations begun some 13.7 billion years ago. It
has four phases: the galactic story, the Earth story, the
life story, and the human story. Another feature refers
to the universe as having a psychic-spiritual as well as
a material-physical aspect. Yet another feature is the
Earth’s privileged role as the planet whereon life is
born.

This is a wonderful collection of writings which permit
us to glimpse Berry’s own journey towards
understanding and articulation. The collection points
out the important stages of his itinerary. He talks about
Christian cosmology, the Catholic Church and the
religions of the world, the role of the church in the
twenty-first century, the universe as cosmic liturgy etc.
It is a book to be reread and pondered, even prayed
about.

Our spirituality permits a broad yet penetrating view of
what God is doing in our history and our universe.
Desmond Tutu prayed: God, we know you are in
control. But do you think you could make it a bit more
obvious? St Paul wrote of a creation in pains of birth as
it waits to see the fruit of its travail. You and I are
indeed awaiting a “future not our own”. God is doing
something new, but it is not so obvious, is it?

Frank Regan
July 2011

Thomas Berry, The Christian Future and the Fate of the
Earth, Orbis, 2009, 128pp, £12.99, fromAlban Books, UK
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If we place a finger on the body ecclesiastic we find a
church which long ago married the spirit of the age,
and is now its widow (Inge). The Catholic body is
wracked by scandal and cover-up. Its central leadership
is embedded and sunk in its own “dysfunction,
disconnection, elitism (and) narcissism” (Taoiseach
Enda Kenny). Spiritually we are in a period of malaise
and ennui which has our pastors seeking desperately
for ways to overcome their flocks’ malaise. It seems
that ‘relatinisation’ of liturgical prayer is to be the way
forward.

The promise of Vatican II has been squelched by a
nostalgic and imperial papacy whose ideological roots
are in the 13th century. Five years ago the former head
of the Inquisition (Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith) came to power. His programme is the complete
restoration and galvanising of Romanism. The return to
Latin language rites, ‘latinised’ translations of liturgical
texts, the nomination of mostly Italian Cardinals, all
point to a turgid, cryogenic ultra-Montanism. The
Kulturkampf against Christians living the spirit of
Vatican II renewal is almost over. Only a ‘hat trick’ by
the Spirit can change the deteriorating situation.

The next Pope will be a Roman even if he is not an
Italian. He will be a convinced Romanist in a church
organised along the lines of the circling of wagons. The
internal enemy will be the dissenter, the woman,
maybe even a ‘Paulus Redivivus’ who will speak truth
to power and who knows that a church of the future
will be truly universal, inclusive, ecumenical and
multi-cultural in liturgy, theology and spirituality, only
if it includes in its communion those now on its
margins. The clergy will be overburdened, infected by
cynicism and disbelief, mired in its own institutional
corruption. Their immersion in the system blinds them
to the evil which can emanate from that same system.
(Paedophiles and other sinners will be deleted.)

The external enemy will be secularism. This enemy
will be more difficult to defeat for it has a more
sensitive and elevated humanistic and moral instinct.
Its intranscendent, quasi-religious tone evokes a more
generous compassion and inclusiveness. It will be
almost prophetic in its denunciation of, for example,
Christian homophobia disguised as the practice of
religious freedom. The late philosopher and novelist
Iris Murdoch called for a contemplative exercise which
could draw attention away from ourselves to a “distant
transcendent perfection, a source of uncontaminated

energy” which could “be a source of new and quite
undreamt of virtue”.

There is a sort of neo-conservative Christianity
emerging. It is antipathetic and aggressive, particularly
in the areas of sexuality and the family. Other issues
which provoke its ire are the position of women and
gays in the Christian community. One could think that
the churches are energising themselves on the basis of
this pseudo-renewal. Curiously, Oswald Spengler, in
his book, The Decline of the West, reflected on a
similar phenomenon at the beginning of the 20th
century. He noted the rise of a ‘new religionism’
characterised as anachronistic and reactionary. For him
it was the last gasp and flailing of a dying culture
which could no longer renew itself authentically. We
realise now that the 20th was the bloodiest of
centuries. God died, in a manner of speaking, in the
midst of the carnage wreaked by peoples and
governments who called themselves ‘christians’. And
God is still dying…in Afghanistan, in Somalia, in
slums and sink estates all over the world, in drug wars,
in the Pentagon and even in the Vatican Curia.

Our own present CCC situation seems a mere sidebar
and mini-drama when compared with what is
happening in our larger church. We are in a “where the
rubber hits the tarmac” moment in which we are aware
of a challenging future. We might not survive,
nevertheless we must be faithful. We need not be
optimistic, but we must be full of hope. We need not be
strong, but we must be strong enough to be weak. Our
institutional future is not important and it is not our
own. Desmond Tutu once prayed about God being in
charge, but he dearly wished that it was more obvious.
After 40 years we are called upon to step out into an
unknown space and leave much of our baggage behind.
We are asked to let go though we tremble and quake.
But once the new space becomes familiar and better
known, I suspect we will recognise it again for the first
time (T.S. Eliot). As we approach the AGM we can say
a profound ‘thank you’ for all we have received from
membership of CCC and a hopeful ‘yes’ to what God’s
future will bring.

We need a few good people. Writing in this issue
Michael Hornsby-Smith gives us a few pointers on
a church where a few good people would feel at
home. We need to learn how to make room for
creative minorities written of by Arnold Toynbee
so many years ago. I fear that as long as our church
remains dominated by a clerical male caste we

Continued from Page 28......
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shall continue bereft of women’s creative input. We must
also make room for a gay Christian culture and for so many
others - single parents, divorced, singles, ex-clergy - who
live on the margins of membership. Many have left. But
there are so many more who have stayed despite feeling
that the church is no longer their spiritual home.

Our political leadership harangues us today about moral
collapse as illustrated by the recent rioting. They forget the
moral collapse which they themselves have fomented in the
Press, the Parliament, the Police and The City. As Church we
are all implicated in this collapse and to blame in our own
particular ways. And we are called to respond.

Frank Regan
August 2011
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Can These Bones Live Again?
Wherever one puts a finger, pus oozes out. Manuel

Gonzalez Prada

Manuel Gonzalez Prada was a Peruvian Creole aristocrat, of
Anarchist convictions, and an acerbic critic of his late nineteenth
century society. He wrote elsewhere of the unholy trinity of judge,
police prefect and priest who preyed upon the poor. Gonzalez Prada
loved his people but despaired of the society and the mores by
which his people lived.

Over the course of the last five years or so we have discovered that
there are places on the body politic where if you press your finger
pus will ooze out. Among the first indications of canker was the
Parliament’s cash for peerages and questions scandal. Later came
the expenses scandal. More recently we have been made to wonder
what confluence of interests exists between the media and some
politicians. If we place our finger on the body economic we
discover a runaway infection in the form of unregulated capital
markets, rogue traders and fund managers who have mis-sold stocks
and insurance, capital banks which have misrepresented their
products and guilty, irresponsible CEO’s still in place, receiving
huge rewards for their malfeasance and politicians who bend elbows
with them. The infection will spread even more as the budget
cutbacks kick in.

If we place our finger on the body social we find sores too
numerous to tally. The recent riots across Britain point to much
more than the criminality emphasised by the press and politicians.
The young people are not criminals so much as unthinking persons
who are in thrall to the images of high-living footballers and reed-
thin models who seem to have everything. They did not loot
bookshops but rather shops whose merchandise could be sold or
immediately enjoyed. Their parents are from the Thatcher/Blair
years when by means of the economy the soul of Britain was
changed.

Almost as alarming has been the hacking scandal. The three social
pillars of Press, Police and Politics are being eaten away by the rot.
The scandal has also tainted our church. It was warned of it two
years ago. The church has accepted large amounts of money from
one of the scandal’s protagonists. His father is owner of the
newspaper which brings us Page 3 everyday and who is a Knight of
St Gregory. He has paid $50,000 to be buried under the high altar of
the new Los Angeles cathedral. Our church is proud of its Catholic
Social Teaching (CST). It has organised seminars for bankers and
entrepreneurs. CST has been called the Church’s best kept secret.
Given all the shenanigans going on in our leadership, maybe it
should stay a secret, an embarrassing secret.
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