
We extend a special welcome to those who are single, married, divorced,
gay, filthy rich, dirt poor, yo no hablo Ingles. We extend a special
welcome to those who are crying newborns, skinny as a rail or could afford to
lose a few pounds.

We welcome you if you can sing like Andrea Bocelli or like our pastor who
can’t carry a note in a bucket. You’re welcome here if you’re “just
browsing,” just woke up or just got out of jail. We don’t care if you’re
more Catholic than the Pope, or haven’t been in church since little Joey’s
Baptism.

We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet,
and to teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome soccer moms,
NASCAR dads, starving artists, treehuggers, lattesippers, vegetarians,
junkfood eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery or still
addicted. We welcome you if you’re having problems or you’re down in the
dumps or if you don’t like “organized religion,” we’ve been there too.

If you blew all your offering money at the dog track, you’re welcome
here. We offer a special welcome to those who think the earth is flat,
work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or because grandma is in town and wanted
to go to church.

We welcome those who are inked, pierced or both. We offer a special
welcome to those who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down your
throat as a kid or got lost in traffic and wound up here by mistake. We
welcome tourists, seekers and doubters, bleeding hearts … and
you!

Welcome Statement,
Our Lady of Lourdes, Daytona Beach
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From the Chair

In praise of a good man.

The CCC Executive agreed at their December
meeting that they would ask Frank to gather
more positive items for this edition. We felt it
time to appreciate some of the good things that
individual laity and clergy are doing either by
themselves or in local groups. I would like to call
to mind my first Parish Priest after Reception
into the Church 30 years ago and pray for him:

“May God bless you and keep you.
May God smile on you and be gracious to you
May God be present to you and bring you
peace.”

I refrain from naming him because these days
one does not know where that might lead. I can
only give an outline sketch but those who know
me and my background will know of whom I am
writing and will share my appreciation.

I received instruction from one of the Assistant
Priests, no RCIA in those days. He laid good
foundations. Not only did we cover the basics but
he lent me many of the books he used in the
Seminary to read and gave me opportunity to
discuss them with him. What an introduction to the
Church and foundation for the work I was later to
do in the parish, diocese and nationally! Of course
during my period of instruction I saw the Parish
Priest around, but he did not seek to speak to me
until after I was received. This was out of courtesy
to his Assistant and reluctance to appear to place
any pressure on me. The PP was considerate.

He was Irish and strict. The pastoral care of
parishioners was of prime importance to him.
The Liturgy reflected this in its warmth and
inclusivity. He took his role in mentoring his
Assistants very seriously. He expected high
standards, and got them.

He encouraged the parish Justice and Peace
group to thrive. It organised lots of activities. I
particularly remember the ‘Rich man: Poor man’
meals. OK, we raised money but at the same time
grew in understanding of the gross disparity
through the roles we played.

In the supermarket, one got into the habit of buying a
rubber or pencil, maybe even some crayons to be
contributed to the collections for schools in less
fortunate parts of the world. Without naming them
the PP would tell us at Mass about local families who
needed help with furniture, baby clothes or bedding.
Parishioners responded generously. From the
personal experience of a parishioner we learned of a

PP in El Salvador who had taken in six orphans
because he could not leave them to starve on the
street. We raised money and collected clothes to send
to help. She also brought news of the need to bring
hope to the children of that country and invited us to
knit small teddy bears to be distributed to them. This
initiative spread far beyond our parish and involved
young and old alike.

The PP was approachable and unstinting in giving his
time. He was an example to us all. I was particularly
impressed on being told how he had responded to a
mother’s concern over her daughter’s anxiety over
her RE homework. He took time to work through it
with the student. It goes without saying that the
incident bonded the family and their friends more
closely to the parish. This is just one little example.
Parishioners were very appreciative of the amount of
time he spent in listening, counselling and suggesting
ways forward through problems. Members of the
Catholic Women’s League joked that it was no good
knitting him a jumper for Christmas because
however much he liked it he would give it to
someone in greater need.

In the Confessional he was superb. I remember
waiting for my turn on the Saturday morning that
he introduced face to face confession. I noticed
that all the First Holy Communion children were
being shepherded into the face to face side while
the adults chose ‘the box’. It seemed to me that
we were sending an unfortunate message to the
children so I chose to gather up my courage and
sit face to face with the PP. I think it took him by
surprise but I have never opted for ‘the box’
since. He also had the habit of offering a choice
of penance, either action or prayers. He took the
obligation of making restitution for sin seriously.

In the parish all were welcome. I often heard high
praise for the parish from those who chose to
come to Mass although they were not Catholics.
The Easter Services were packed and Sunday
Masses enjoyed full benches. I particularly
remember the celebration of the PP’s 25th
anniversary of Ordination. As he came to the
back of the church to process down the aisle we
turned as one body to face him and spontaneous
applause broke out. The love and esteem for a
good man was palpable.

Sadly the day dawned when he obediently
accepted the Bishop’s invitation to move. At his
last Mass with us he wept and we wept with him.
Maybe he knew the fate that awaited us. We, like
lambs, went to slaughter. Out of Christian charity
I will not dwell on the spiritual, physical and
mental disaster that followed.
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A short series of biopics of Westminster Abbey
made for fascinating viewing. There were only
35 pupils in the Abbey School and they make up
the choir which “serves” the Abbey. What
polished language and beautiful sentiments were
on show amid all the splendour, the ritual and the
elaborate garments and routines and yet there
seemed to be no selfconsciousness about how
distant this was from the 'Kingdom' of Jesus.
How does it all hold together is an interesting
question and how is the power of money which
achieves the cementing effect disguised from
obvious view? Words do the job perfectly!

A contribution from one of the Canons was fairly
eloquent yet he concluded with the line “The
proof is in the pudding”. Well, no, it isn't; the
proof of the pudding is in the eating and the
“eating” in this case is the missionary success of
the Church which here at least is zero, though it
is assumed to be a huge success in the eyes of
those who are in the drivers' seats.

Religious institutions, big and small, are at it
everywhere. We here have a “United Benefice”
instead of a pluralised parish: we have an
'ecumenical partnership' which is in fact a
disunified truce, For the first time I noticed over
the Christmas the curious equivocation over the
nature of the Eucharist in the BCP readings which
refer quite firmly to the sacred elements actually
being the body and blood of JC but a little later
refers to the taking of communion as being in “like

manner with the last supper” while, as we know,
the 39 articles decry transubstantiation as a Popish
superstition utterly to be rejected.

I realise that everyone including the Church
often needs to “talk up their own book” or risk
being bypassed, but it has reached crazy heights
today when “tubthumping” masquerades as
genuine enterprise  “all talk and no do”. [Wells
Cathedral referred to a long discussion session
they had on the nature of sexuality while
apparently oblivious to the instruction “Judge
not, lest you be judged”]. All power systems
require a “stock in trade” to justify the exercise
of their executive authority and the Church is no
exception. However, the story of the woman
caught in adultery makes it plain that the
Church of Christ is one in which it calls on the
consciences of those who are his followers to be
exercised by them and not by others. This has to
be the best advice all round; let us get on with
the task of building our societies and our souls
and if we are at odds with one another let us be
quick to forgive, and never assume that we are
in the right but rather that we have something to
learn from one another, but not something to be
forced upon one by others claiming a higher
authority than our conscience. The same goes
for Government of course  how much healthier
the country could be if we were just allowed,
unmolested, to get on with pursuing our
legitimate interests in the way that Adam Smith
had in mind.

Church & State United by Spin
Phillip Binding
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A Future Pope From Asia?
Six new Cardinals and not one of them a European

Simon BrydenBrook

For many centuries the government of the Roman
Catholic Church was in the hands of Italians. It
was they who dominated the Roman Curia and
the college of cardinals, from which the popes
were most usually chosen. Over the last century
we saw both an increase in the size of the college
of cardinals (now 120 electors plus some 90 over
eighty years old and ineligible to take part in a
conclave to elect a new pope) and a wider
geographic distribution. However, even today
there remains an imbalance. Almost twothirds of
the cardinals eligible to elect the next pope are
European or North American, while two thirds of
the world's Catholics live outside the west.

Of the 211 alive in Dec 2012, 117 were European (62
electors), 30 South American (20 electors), 22 North
American (14 electors), 20 Asian (11 electors), 18
African (11 electors) and 4 from Oceania (1 elector).
This is undoubtedly a more international group than
ever before, even if it hardly reflects the numbers of
Catholics in the areas they hail from. Europe and
Oceania have one cardinal per 2 million Catholics,
but underrepresented South America has one
cardinal per 12 million Catholics and the rest of the
world one per 6 to 8 million.

The last consistory of 24 November 2012 was
memorable for creating six new cardinals, not one
of them a European. The only westerner was James
Harvey, 63, an American curial official, rewarded
with the sinecure position of Archpriest of the
Basilica of St Paul Outside the Walls in Rome. It
was he, who as Prefect of the Papal Household
appointed Paolo Gabrieli the errant papal butler.
Two of the other new appointments head Eastern
Catholic churches (that is not Roman or Latin). 72
year old Bechara Boutros alRahi is the 77th
Patriarch of the Syrian Maronite church in troubled

Lebanon. The only Eastern rite Catholic church
which does not have an Orthodox counterpart, it

numbers some three million Catholics.

Baselio Clemeeis Thottunkal, 53, heads the Syro
Malankara church in Kerala, India, which numbers
some half a million Catholics. During the
ceremony he received a different style of red hat to
mark his status as the head of an eastern rite
Catholic church, rather than a Roman biretta.

John Olorunfemi Onaiyekan of Abuja in Nigeria
is 68, while Rubén Salazar Gómez of Bogotá in
Colombia is 70. The African is wellknown for
playing a useful part in the resignation of former
President Obasanjo rather than his amending the
constitution to allow himself a third term.

Perhaps most interesting of them all is Luis
Antonio Tagle of Manila in the Philippines,
known affectionately as 'Chito', who is only 55.
He earned his doctorate at the Catholic
University of America on the subject of episcopal
collegiality and is respected for his simple life
style. Before being appointed to Manila he
always took the bus to work and regularly invited
beggars and downandouts to lunch. Is it too
much to hope that this relatively young cardinal
might one day be pope?

Archbishop Orlando Quevedo of Cotabato, the
Philippines, until recently secretary general of the
Federation of Asian Bishops' Conferences
(FABC), expressed confidence in Manila
Archbishop Luis Antonio Tagle's ability,
personality and integrity to represent the thinking
and orientation of the most authoritative body
through which bishops in Asia have spoken
collectively. “Archbishop Chito keeps the
concerns of the church in Asia close to his heart.
Now as cardinal, he would surely be a clear and
articulate Asian voice in Rome.”

Tagle leads the Office of Theological Concerns
of the FABC, a voluntary association of bishops'
conferences in Asia formed to further initiatives
and directives of the Second Vatican Council
(196265) with regard to the local churches. The
FABC's statutes, approved by the Vatican on Nov.
16, 1972, created the organization to “foster
among its members solidarity and co
responsibility for the welfare of Church and
society in Asia, and to promote and defend
whatever is for the greater good.”

It has 19 member episcopal conferences for 18
territories, including Kazakhstan in Central Asia.
Associate members from nine places where there
are no bishops' conferences have also joined the
federation, among them churches in four other
Central Asian countries and in Novosibirsk, Russia.
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Quevedo, 73, explained that the church in Asia
has a unique contribution to the renewal of the
universal church. The FABC vision is that of “a
church that humbly proclaims Jesus, as the Lord
and Saviour of the world, by 'telling his story'
through a mode of triple dialogue with the rich
cultures of Asia, with its ancient religious
traditions, and with the poor of Asia”.

He hinges his trust on “outstanding qualities of
mind and heart” that he has observed in Tagle's
service with the Catholic Bishops' Conference of
the Philippines and the FABC, and in other
interactions with him. Quevedo specified Tagle's
“qualities of a servantleader, such as listening
not only to clergy and religious, but also to
people in the grass roots, consulting, delegating,
empowering” people.

These characteristics, he pointed out, require
humility and personorientation rather than
assertion of power and workorientation. “These

qualities are necessary for a participatory church
and a church of dialogue,” which Catholics in the
Philippines and the FABC have identified as
dimensions of their vision of a 'new way of being
church'. Realizing this vision of church depends
largely on leaders, particularly bishops, Quevedo
stressed. According to him, archbishops and
cardinals already noticed these qualities in Tagle
when he, as a priest, served as theologian expert
during various synods.

The archbishop describes speculation about
Tagle's chances to become pope as “the dreams
of Filipino Catholics filled with enthusiasm and
joy”. Still, he acknowledges, “The Holy Spirit
who guides the church blows where it will 
mysteriously  in all corners of the world”.

With acknowledgement to N J Viehland of NCR on
15 Nov 2012
[http://ncronline.org/news/global/fellowarchbishop
callsasiasnewestcardinalservantleader]

A Tribute to the Soho Masses Congregation
Terence Weldon

After Mass on Sunday evening at the Church of
the Assumption and St Gregory, I was talking to
one member of the congregation. She is
conventionally heterosexual and a mother, who
had travelled into the West End from Kent, as
she does as often as she can for our Masses. She
was telling me how much she enjoys the
experience. “It’s the community”, she said. I
have previously heard exactly the same
sentiment from another heterosexual mother,
married to her husband for over 40 years, who
was also present at Sunday’s Mass.

Later, I came to reflect on the achievement of
these Masses, which have a particular focus on
the needs of LGBT Catholics, their friends and
families – but which take place in the context of
a regular parish. Our Mass is far from being the
hotbed of iniquity imagined by our critics.

About 100 worshippers attend of whom possibly 50
move downstairs for coffee and biscuits provided by
the catering team, and to browse through the
extensive information tables and collection of
religious themed books on our magnificent bookstall
(with subject matter ranging across Scripture,
spirituality and prayer, Christology, Vatican II,
reflections on the liturgical year, and many more) –
and simply to chat among friends, or to discuss
recent activities and future plans. When I left shortly
after 7 pm, over an hour after the end of the service,
conversation was still going strong. I make that
something like 20% of the congregation who had
contributed directly to the planning and conduct of
the Mass, and 50% who gathered for refreshments
and discussion. Talk about community!

Recent activities have included a successful Marian
Day of reflection last Saturday, arranged by one of

our team, led by a notable theologian and attended
by eighteen members of the congregation, a
weekend retreat the previous week for members of
our Young Adults Group – the second retreat set up,
planned and organized by the young adults
themselves. Our young adults group have become a
prominent, vigorous part of the congregation, as
ministers of the Eucharist, readers and on the
Pastoral Council, as well as conducting their own
regular social and religious activities – such as this,
the second retreat they have arranged.

In addition to the young adults, we also have a
women’s group and a transgender group meeting
monthly before Mass for discussion and mutual
support, and we will soon be starting a regular
men’s faithsharing group. Coming up for the
Christmas season will be a Carol service, and for
next year, there will be repeats of the successful
“Next Steps” workshop on extending ministry to
LGBT Catholics. Also on the horizon, is serious
discussion on launching an RCIA program (Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults), to welcome people
wanting to join the Catholic Church.

Last July, we had a large group participating
alongside other Christians in the London gay pride
parade – promoting to the wider LGBT community
the idea that they too, could be welcome in Church.

In addition to the deep involvement in our own
parish community, I should also note the
investment in travel time and money it
represents, and that for many of us, this is in
addition to participation in local parishes. Many
of our people also participate in local parish
activities, as liturgists, musicians, special
ministers – or passive pew sitters – and in affairs
of the diocesan and even national church.
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God answers their prayers!
Roger Parmentier.

Roger Parmentier was a wellknown French
protestant pastor and biblical scholar who
fathered seven children and died in September
2012 at the age of 98. In the French magazine
PARVIS No 56 for December 2012, the
following appears, written as a letter from God:

Having listened to their prayers, and especially
their intercessions for people in distress, 'God'
has replied:

Dear children, it seems to me you've plenty of
cheek! You ask me to undertake what is in fact
your own responsibility. It really is a bit much!

You are asking me to establish justice and peace
in the world, to take care of the sick, to come to
the aid of those being tortured, to provide daily
bread (and clean water) to the hungry, to give a
good heart to children and young people,
generosity and serenity to the aged, courage and
a firm will to politicians, to set prisoners free, to
bring exiles home . . . and plenty more of a
similar nature . . .

But that is what you are there for, the mission
which I have entrusted to you! It's up to you to
consider and then to act. Why don't you ask me

to repair your dripping taps, change light bulbs or
deal with your flat tyres?

If I have properly understood your theories of the
origins of humanity (which have made me smile) I
am supposed to have given you: a large brain (which
you often don't bother to use), a compassionate heart,
an enterprising spirit, a sensitivity to human
suffering, hands and arms to get to work with, and
everything else . . . so what do you do with them?
And you then ask me to intervene?

In my great wisdom I am fully aware that all
these requests are inspired by worthy sentiments
and good intentions . . but you well know that
these are not enough. Indeed, you even say that
the way to hell is paved with them. (I am not
sure what you are calling 'hell' unless you mean
the mess you are making of the planet.)

Anyway, I'm always sending you prophets to
remind you . . and what do you do? You
suppress them! Get on with it. Please! Each
of you, have a smidgeon of spiritual courage!

Certified a true copy by the least of secretaries,

[Translated from the French by Simon BrydenBrook]

Possibly also under discussion may have been the
recent “Call to Action” gathering at Heythrop
College, which some of us attended. Out of about
400 total attendance, from right across the
country, I spotted about ten of our community.
(The whole of Arundel & Brighton diocese did
not have many more than that).

Not all of us are active in local parishes: some
have felt so rejected by the Church that they have
not participated in any Catholic sacramental life
for years. But our experience has been that many
of the people, who come to us for the first time
after years outside the Church, become
reconciled to the faith and move on to
attendance, and then deeper involvement.

In this year of faith, Catholics around the world are
reflecting on the twin themes of evangelization, and on
the unfulfilled promises of Vatican II – one of which
was much greater lay participation, in sharing the
burdens of ministry. In the Soho Masses congregation,
we have strong examples of both: extensive lay
participation in planning and conducting our liturgies,
and by our continually expanding pastoral
programme, active ministry / evangelization to the
broader community of LGBT Catholics.

Contrary to the apparent belief of the critics of
the Soho Masses, the “face of Jesus” is not one of
rigid enforcement of doctrinal rules and the
loyalty to a religious hierarchy, but one of love

and service to the community. (Jose Pagola, in
“Jesus, a Historical Approximation“, describes
Jesus’ mission above all as that of preaching the
immanence of the reign of God).

When I first joined the congregation in the days
at St Anne’s, the group was notable for
comprising mostly older white men (at 52, I was
probably at about or under the median age). No
longer. We are now notably younger, and
although there’s some way to go, we are also
notably more diverse in gender and ethnicity.
We have grown in numbers, but more important
is that we have grown immensely in community
and active life in the faith.

And above all, a most remarkable, powerful
community spirit and fellowship. Yet all of this
astonishing achievement is produced by a
group meeting for just two Masses a month.
Although some people undoubtedly contribute
more than others, this is no longer something
arranged by just a small group, or even by the
formal pastoral council. This is a collaborative
venture, strengthened and invigorated I am
convinced, by the Holy Spirit working through
us all, in which many gifts contribute for the
greater good – of our community, and of the
church as a whole.

Soho Masses I salute and thank you.
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The Case for Female Deacons
Joe Seferta

Many Catholics are asking whether there have been
women deacons in history and whether we can have
women deacons today. Looking at the New
Testament, the most famous text is Romans 16:12
where St. Paul says: “I commend to you our sister
Phoebe, a deaconess of the Church at Cenchrea,
that you may receive her in the Lord as befits the
saints, and help her in whatever she may require
from you, for she has been a helper of many and of
myself as well”. Many theologians, however, do not
accept that Phoebe was ordained sacramentally, nor
“the women” mentioned in 1 Timothy 3:11.

Are there any precedents of women being ordained
deacons in history? Interestingly enough, the
ordination ritual of the Apostolic constitution for
women deacons (codified by the Councils of
Nicaea in 325 and Chalcedon in 421) begins: “O
bishop, you shall lay hands on her in the presence
of the presbytery”. Also, the oldest complete rite of
the ordination of women deacons, a mideighth
century Byzantine manuscript known as Barbarini
336, requires that women be ordained by the bishop
within the sanctuary, near the altar, which suggests
a true sacramental ordination. There also exist Latin
rituals for ordaining deaconesses from as late as the
10th century. Hence there have been precedents in
both the Eastern and Western traditions.

But the role of women deacons gradually
declined as time went on, most probably due to
sexism in the Church as a whole. This actually
goes back to the Church Fathers Irenaeus,
Tertullian, Hippolytus, Epiphanius, Augustine
and John Chrysostom, all of whom wrote that
ordination of women was impossible. Even
following the Reformation and up to Vatican II,
mainstream theologians continued to oppose the
ordination of women to anything, appealing
thereby to Scripture, tradition and natural law.

However, in the last few decades an increasing
number of theologians and canonists have been
entertaining the theory that the prohibition of
women from the ordained diaconate is a matter of
ecclesiastical rather than divine law, and hence
subject to change. This assessment was spurred on
by the revival of the permanent diaconate, which
lifted the question from a purely theoretical matter
to one with considerable practical consequences.
Based on factual cases of women in history who
have been ordained to the diaconate, there are now
serious proposals by some Catholic theologians to
ordain female permanent deacons who would
perform the same functions as male deacons.

What does the Vatican say about all this?
Surprisingly very little, and the matter remains
unresolved, even though the Holy See has firmly
ruled against women priests. There may well be a
hidden fear that if you can ordain a woman a

deacon, you can also ordain a woman a priest. In
both Canon Law and the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, it is stated that “only a baptised
man validly receives sacred ordination”.
Sacramental ordination is restricted to men
because the Church sees masculinity as integral to
the personhood of both Christ and the Apostles.

But if this requirement is promulgated as
doctrinal and a matter of divine law in the case of
priests and bishops, it has never been defined as
such in the case of deacons. In the latter case, it
appears to be still part of the ecclesiastical or
disciplinary law of the Church, which can be
modified and changed in order to accommodate
new demands or revive old traditions. If women
were to be ordained deacons today, they would
certainly fulfil an important need in the Church,
just as they did in the early Church. They would,
for one thing, provide a healthy balance to the
dominating male clericalism in the Church that
has helped create the huge problem of sexual
abuse. It would also help remedy the crisis of the
shortage of priests (where another helpful
solution would be to allow men to marry before
ordination, as is the custom in the East).

In any case, the Church does not actually regard the
priest as the only prayer leader. In addition to
serving mass and giving out communion, women
now can also read from Scripture as well as bidding
prayers. Outside the context of the Mass and in the
absence of a priest or deacon, women can also be
entrusted with the care of Sunday celebrations,
including leading prayers, performing the liturgy of
the word, and giving out communion, both to those
present and to the sick outside.

Leadership roles for women have been known
throughout history, for it has not been uncommon
for an abbess to head a dual monastery, i.e., a
community of men and women. Today women
already exercise leading roles in the Church that
they were previously unable to do, including
running catechetical programmes in parishes,
doing spiritual direction, acting as chaplains in
schools, prisons and hospitals, and teaching
theology in colleges and universities. A few
women are even entrusted with some
responsibilities in the Roman Curia.

Too many women are already alienated from the
Church, feeling that it is standing still and ignoring
the needs of the faithful. Too many women feel
marginalized, unappreciated and ignored, and it is
high time to reverse this trend. Perhaps the Holy
Spirit is waiting to be allowed to breathe a new life
into the Church. Like their predecessors, such as
Phoebe, there are many women who can serve us
worthily and fruitfully as deacons. It is time for the
Church to make a decision.
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Am I unfair to men, especially to the men in
Rome who rule the Catholic Church? For
centuries, men have regarded women as inferior
in all things but childbearing. It is irrational, and
it is an insult to women and to the loving God
who creates all people in His image and likeness.

The men who fail to recognise the value and worth
of women  in the church or outside it  reflect a
caveman mentality whereby women were
regarded as objects of sexual pleasure, useful for
gathering kindle and tending a cooking pot, and
necessary for the care of the infants that emerged
as a result of sex. Well, you know how it is
classified even today  women’s work!

It would appear that in those days, as far as men
were concerned, children were only really valued
if they were male. Female infants were regarded
as extraneous baggage, unless they grew into
attractive physical specimens, in which case they
might be worth fighting over, in order to establish
ownership of a desirable property.

Things have not changed much in the minds of
many, despite the fact that within the past hundred
years or so women have begun to be recognised as
human beings with character, wit and ability, as a
result of education, emerging democracy and
continual campaign for gender equality.

Residually in the minds of many males, however,
is the assumption that men are the real power, the
only people born to command, to rule. And in the
minds of those who have embraced Christianity
the highest aim now presented is to become
permanently celibate, even though all are not
capable of existing without sex, that voluntary
celibacy is the direct gift of God:

“It is not everyone who can accept what I have said,
but only those to whom it is granted.” (Matt.19)

Despite this, Catholic Church leaders  all male of
course  have gone on to enforce celibacy as a
condition of being ordained priest. Vatican Church
leaders prefer to ignore the probability of creating a
pressure keg of homosexuality and paedophilia.

What dreadful treatment of one half of
humankind! All because of failure to recognise the
wonder and beauty of the normal, Godcreated
malefemale relationship and a gross attempt to
impose celibacy as the norm, rather weirdly

refusing to listen to Jesus, and ignoring St. Paul’s
advice which we read in 1Timothy 3:2, 12.

It all boils down to this: Sex and power (or
gender and authority). Gender? Males regard
themselves as superior. Authority and Power?
Men have it and will not give it up without a
fight, even in civil life – or ever, in the Catholic
Church! Catholics are forbidden by papal decree
to even think of it!

It is this heady mix of power and sex that has
contributed to horrific outrages of systematic
violence, sexual abuse and rape of children in
Catholic Church institutions – as exposed in
Ireland, Australia, Britain, America, Germany
and the Netherlands.

If we believe what Jesus says it is certain that
such offences will be punished (Luke 17.1)

We may be sickened by the whole thing, wish to
bury acknowledgement of abominable actions and
retreat to a comfort zone of an imagined ‘faith’.
We may be reluctant to accept that while there is
great good in the church it is the arrogant attitude
of Catholic Church leaders, in conjunction with a
silent, seemingly subservient lay membership,
which has caused such abominations in Rome and
elsewhere within the worldwide episcopate.

There’s not much of the imperial power
remaining, except in the 110acre Vatican City
State and in the system that promotes Vatican
Bishops and Cardinals, and local bishops.

Such appointments seem to involve an abdication
of personal thought, or at least a subjugation of
judgement to the overall requirement of obedience
to Vatican administration  with a vow of personal
obedience to the Pope of the day  always aware
that a step out of line will bring retribution.

It's a distortion of the authority given by Christ,
changing it from a loving, educational mission of
salvation, affecting mind, heart and belief, into a
powerful, vigilantly prohibitive organisation with
a tendency to destroy creative discussion and
discovery. Control is the aim. The exterior social
and political standing of the Church becomes a
top priority. Loving pastoral care assumes a
lesser degree of importance, as illustrated by
recent occurrences  free discussion of certain
subjects is actually forbidden.

It is a power that has become so disruptive that it
tends to create anxiety among priests and bishops
that they may possibly espouse an attitude contrary to
a perceived church norm. It’s a sad reflection upon
the freedom promised by Jesus to those who seek
truth and wish to discuss their understanding of it.

Troglodyte?
Michael O’Shea

In the cavern of the mind,
entombed in dark bone dome
 afraid of love and reason,
blind to light,
men dwell  forever troglodyte
 especially in Rome.
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Anglicans Celebrate Vatican II
Matthew Harrison

On a Sunday afternoon at the end of this past
September I made my way to Notre Dame
Cathedral along with other ecumenical delegates. I
had been invited by the Cardinal to represent
Anglicans at the official celebration of the
anniversary of the opening of the Second Vatican
Council. We had been promised a lecture by
Cardinal VingtTrois and ecumenical vespers,
preceded by an “invocation theatrale” of the
Council. The latter seemed particularly intriguing:
how were they going to do an ecumenical council
in theatre? Well, we soon found out and it took
almost as long as the Council itself, although there
were, like a curate’s egg, good moments. The whole
sequence of events began to overrun terribly, with
quickchange acts in the sacristíes by the assembled
clergy. Of course, it was moving and important to
be there since, among many other things, Vatican II
marked the beginning of ecumenical engagement
by the Roman Catholic Church. The event was
given an edge by the presence of a good number of
protestors from traditional groupings both outside
the cathedral and inside: disastrously I turned down
an order of service, thinking it was yet another
being pressed into my hand.

Vatican Il remains contentious to many and
amongst the faithful there is the debate about
what has happened to the spirit of Vatican II. A
St George’s parishioner spurred me on my way
to Notre Dame  I was already feeling slightly
weary after the moming masses  saying,
‘Vatican II needs all the help it can get’. Well,
there has been an avalanche of lectures, articles
and books assessing its importance over the
course of this anniversary: did it make a break
with the past or was it a sign of continuity; has
its programme been fulfilled or betrayed? You
can find the whole range of answers given,
according to your taste, about the reception of
the Council in the worldwide Church. And
from Anglìcans too there have been
assessments, because Vatican II has also had a

considerable influence on us: as Archbishop
Rowan, Christopher Hill and our own Bishop
David have pointed out.

One of the most interesting pieces of writing that I
have come across is a paper for the French Roman
Catholic Bishops’ Conference by the Archbishop
of Dijon, Mgr Roland Minnerath on episcopal
collegiality since Vatican II. If Vatican I is
remembered for papal infallibility, Vatican II was
supposed to root that more firmly in the
responsibilities of all the bishops of the Church in
the oversight of the whole Church. I admit that
these matters can seem a little technical, especially
when you get into the detail, but how the Church
is governed is a very important matter, and we
have had a recent reminder of that in the General
Synod process conceming the consecration of
women bishops. There is not room here to get into
that whole debate: suffice it to say that there is a
whole backstory behind the recent actual vote.
The paper by the Archbishop of Dijon is
interesting because he compares Roman Catholic
and Orthodox models of Church government and
decisionmaking; primacy and collegiality as
against primacy and synodality. Anglicans
actually share a bit more with the Orthodox model,
with their stress on synods, but perhaps not
enough: what might have happened in the General
Synod process, if our two primates had been
followed more faithfully and listened to? Systems
of government can develop, as Vatican II showed,
and it may be time to look at our own structures,
whichever side of the debate you are on, about the
appropriateness of women bishops.

In his lecture Cardinal VingtTrois said that
Vatican II did not lie behind us but before us 
and that is the struggle for us all amidst the noise
of protest, lunacy, hysteria and dissent, to be
attentive to the voice of the Holy Spirit as we
stand round the common table of the Lord. As it
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.

I love the church, truly Christ’s Body, and in
obedience to the request of Jesus I share in the
Eucharistic feast that he established at the Last
Supper, believing that as I consume His Body and
Blood, in an act of faith He consumes me in Love,
brings me into His eternal reality. I do not
understand it fully of course. But Jesus assures us
that it is His everlasting invitation to eternal life.

Because of this I go to Mass in the company of
my brothers and sisters (daily where possible for
55 years) and no doubt this belief about the
Eucharist is central to the motivation of the great
majority of priests, though their dedication and
education is contaminated by the power needs
and structures of the church.

A revision of present concepts and intentions,
moving towards a renewal of the real apostolic
mandate  plus a decent humility and repentance 
is essential to the welfare of the church.

Those who believe in the divinity of Christ will
pray that Wisdom, the spirit of truth, will be our
guide  in sublime love and light  helping men to
move beyond that which is troglodyte.

‘Troglodyte’ is an edited extract from Michael
O’Shea’s pamphlet ‘A 21st Century REFORMATION
of the Catholic Church’ (36 pp: paperback/£3.50 /
Kindle £1.03) – published by O2C BOOKS. The
author’s website, .o2cbooks.info provides details of
this booklet and other publications by this independent
author / publisher – all available onAmazon.
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Welfare Reform and Catholic Social Teaching
Michael P. HornsbySmith

On 8 January 2012 I watched on TV the final half hour
of the parliamentary debate on welfare reform and was
disgusted at the giggling schoolboy antics of senior
parliamentarians adjacent to the final speakers on both
sides of the House. Earlier speeches had been
passionate and reflected conditions in the speakers’
constituencies. But the whole process demonstrated
simply a concern to score party points for the benefit
of an apprehensive electorate and was oriented to the
shortterm concern of winning the next election. Yet
increasingly there seems to be an evident need for a
longterm structural reform of the welfare system to
meet contemporary and anticipated future needs.

This brief note reflects on this issue and suggests that
four of the principles of Catholic social thought might
provide helpful guidelines. Following the standard
pastoral cycle we shall first look at some social reality,
then interpret it in social and theological analyses before
determining what social actions might be appropriate.

It is seventy years since Beveridge produced his
report and initiated the postwar Welfare State.
But over the years the principle of ‘universalism’
had come under increasing attack as demands
and expectations have exceeded the available
resources. Rising expectations required some
form of rationing and determination of priorities.
In recent decades the processes of globalisation
have dramatically changed the framework for
employment. Capital, and to a lesser extent
labour, are far more mobile now and this is
manifested in the everpresent threat of out
sourcing and the transfer of jobs abroad to
nations with lower labour costs. In the UK we
need to face up to the reality that since 1960
average life expectancy has increased by nine
years from 71 to 80. Climate change seems to be
associated with wild shifts in weather patterns
with all the attendant problems of disaster
management and pressure on limited resources.

We are living through a period of great economic
and financial uncertainty. Expectations of stability
and persistent improvements in the quality of lives
have been dashed. Uncertainty reigns. Rising levels
of social and economic inequality are giving rise to
lower levels of social cohesion and rising levels of
social conflict. In the UK the welfare budget has
risen rapidly and now consumes over one quarter of
our national income.

A major factor in the present crisis is the global
hegemony of deregulated liberal capitalism which
dates from the ReaganThatcher era thirty years
ago. With recent developments in communications
technology huge amounts of money can be
transferred across the world in a split second
creating problems for nation states. Indeed, there

seems to be general agreement that major financial
decisions are largely controlled by international
corporations so that nation states are often
powerless in the face of global economic forces.

Associated with this glorification of liberal capitalism
came an aggressive ‘individualism’ which encouraged
greed and the harsh doctrine of the ‘survival of the
fittest’. From the Dickensian ethic of ‘deferred
gratification’ which reigned into the early postwar
years, people have been encouraged to indulge in a
‘buy now, pay later’ consumerist culture. Both
individually and nationally the process has resulted in
huge amounts of debt. As is the way of a totally liberal
world, individuals are sometimes sucked into interest
payments of up to 4000% while the poorest states pay
international lenders much higher interest rates than
their richer neighbours. There seems little doubt that
the present economic system, individually, nationally
and globally, is highly dysfunctional and there is a
great need for consensual collaboration based on the
principles of the promotion of the common good in
solidarity with all.

Just as Beveridge suggested seventy years ago, the
current debt crisis requires revolutionary reform, not
simply ‘patching’. How might Catholic social
teaching help? In the first place it is worth noting
the guidelines suggested by Pope John Paul II in
Centesimus Annus in 1991. He distinguished
between a responsible form of capitalism which
encouraged ‘free human creativity’ and ‘a system in
which freedom in the economic sector is not
circumscribed within a strong juridical framework
which places it at the service of human freedom in
its totality, and which sees it as a particular aspect of
that freedom, the core of which is ethical and
religious', then the reply is certainly negative’. Who
can disagree that there is a crying need for better
systems of financial and economic regulation?

Apart from this, four key principles of Catholic social
teaching are particularly relevant. Firstly, the equal
dignity of every human being, because they are all
created in the image of God. Secondly, the common
good which recognises the social character of all
human beings and their mutuality and
interdependence. Thirdly, solidarity which recognises
this interdependence and a responsibility to commit
to the common good and reject extreme forms of
individualism. Fourthly, the preferential option for
the poor, the recognition that in the JudeoChristian
tradition rooted in both the Old and New Testaments
we are required to have a special concern for the
poor, deprived, needy and oppressed.

Let us pray and urge that in the revolutionary
reform of the welfare system currently under way,
attention will be paid to these four principles.

Michael P. HornsbySmith is Emeritus Professor of Sociology at the University of Surrey
and the author of An Introduction to Catholic Social Thought (Cambridge University Press, 2006).
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“Do you not know that you are each an Eve? The
sentence of God on this sex of yours lives in this
age; the guilt must of necessity live too. You are
the devil’s gateway; you are the unsealer of that
forbidden tree; you are the first deserter of the
divine law; you are she who persuaded him
whom the devil was not valiant enough to attack.
You so carelessly destroyed man, God’s image.”

These words were written by the 3rd century
Christian apologist Tertullian in a work entitled “On
Female Dress”. The Women’s Movement is
sufficiently mature that it can smile wryly at those
words, but the gang rape of a young woman in Delhi
in India calls attention to the status of women in
traditions (like ours) which cling to patriarchy and
male domination. The tumultuous reaction all across
India calls our attention to traditions, religious and
secular, which contemplate with complacency and
complicity forms of violence against women.

Tertullian heaps blame and opprobrium upon the
head of Eve on the basis of a genderdistorted
reading of Genesis. Could we not read the sacred
text in a different way?

Eve was our first theologian. She was the first to
ask what is God like. The answer was to know
the difference between good and evil. God, like a
good but clueless single dad, wanted to withhold
that knowledge from his children, “for their own
good”. But we know how teenagers love to push
boundaries and buttons. Eve ‘shimmied’ up the
tree and took the fruit. Without realising it, she
also brought with it the gifts of freedom and
responsibility. As a result she, along with hapless

and helpless Adam, had to leave their beautiful
kindergarten, cross the threshold of adolescence
and start the journey to full adulthood.

Eve is a biblical Prometheus. Just as Prometheus
ascended to Olympus to steal the gift of fire, and was
subsequently punished, so a little girl ascends a tree
to steal the gift of knowledge, and was punished for
her rash boldness. It seems the children were more in
touch than daddy with their own personal growth. Of
course, there was no mummy. If there had been…?

Something similar yet different happens to a
daughter of Eve in Nazareth of Galilee when God
comes with the gift of a Son and the pain of a soul
piercing sword. Mary did not have to ascend any
Olympian height nor perform any Promethean
deed. God descends and finds welcome in the
bosom of a humble village girl. The Promethean
Mary announces in her Magnificat a new ascension
of humanity to God through the experience of
weakness, poverty, justice and humility.

Contrary to Tertullian’s distorted thinking Woman is
also God’s image. That image has been desecrated in
the name of the idolatry of Man. We do not know the
name of the Indian medical student. We do know the
name of Malala now undergoing treatment in this
country. We do not know the names of the countless
girls trafficked for sex to this country. We do not
know the names of the 95,000 women raped each
year in this country. We do know who they are. They
are wife, sister, friend, mate, human being violated in
a tradition, Christian and secular, which denies the
full humanity of Woman.

It Was All Her Fault
Frank Regan

The incompatibility of religion and human rights!
Simon BrydenBrook

We are all familiar with the fact that religion
appears at times to conflict with human rights. It
seems wrong that churches may not be built in
Saudi Arabia. It seems wrong that religion is
used as an excuse for female genital mutilation
by some cultures. But is it wrong that little boys
should have their genitals mutilated in the name
of religion with no medical reason? One
German court certainly thought so. Is it wrong
that religions should be allowed to set up their
own courts (under the pretext of it being
'mediation' implicitly consented to by the parties)
which may result in decisions being reached
without the accused being given details of the
accusations or the accuser or sentences being
imposed which result in limbs being amputated?

There is another side to the coin too. If religions
should be made to uphold human rights, then
should they not also remain aloof from the

political process? Many Arab states are keen to
insist that once a fundamentalist Arab
government is in power, then the political process
must be subservient to religious requirements.
The Roman Catholic Church until recently
detested the idea of the separation of church and
state and in countries like Spain, sought to
impose its views on Protestants, Jews and other
unbelievers. I can see no objection to a pope
addressing the United Nations. They can listen
politely and decide whether he has said anything
constructive, but I do not want to live in a society
where the political processes are governed by
secret meetings between bishops and their
representatives and politicians any more that one
governed by an Ayatollah.

These points were brought home to me when the
Conference of INGOs at the Council of Europe
considered a paper which had been three years in
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the making on 'Human Rights and Religions'. In
RENEW 163 (June 2012) I described my
attendance at the Council of Europe last June.
Readers may be interested to hear of my
conclusions after a second visit this January.

The paper in question contained a series of
recommendations which it was hoped would be
approved by the Conference of INGOs and
passed to the Council of Europe for its
consideration. The recommendations are based
on a 140 page report produced by a working
party led by Professor François Becker of the
European Network Church on the Move, to
which CCC belongs. They seemed
incontrovertible to the majority of delegates
present but they were mysteriously sidelined
after procedural manoeuvring by those entrusted
with the management of the conference.

The European Network, and those in the Conference
of INGOs who believe the place of religion in the
matter of human rights is one which must be faced,
will not relent. We are determined to see that the
matter is brought up again at the June 2013
conference. Some people in the UK appear to believe
that human rights should not apply to everyone (such

as immigrants) and there are people in European
institutions who would like to exempt religions too.

At the conference I found myself surrounded by
some two hundred delegates representing INGOs
in such diverse fields as law, education, relief of
poverty, youth, women, communications, health,
environment and housing to name but a few.
Presentations were made about new Russian laws
designed to label INGOs operating in Russia as
'foreign agents' and subject them to controls,
about failures by some member countries to ban
torture and degrading punishment (France being
a major violator), about violence against the
elderly, climate change, extreme poverty and
living together in diversity. In all these areas of
human activity your delegates seek to discern
what the demands of the Gospel are and to
present them to others. In fact, making common
cause with such people of good will is easy and
one feels at home among them. Where would
Jesus stand on these issues? “I was hungry,
homeless, sick and in prison and you did not
recognise me!” One can see why so many
people find religion oppressive and threatening to
their rights and we aim to be a different Christian
and Catholic voice at the Council of Europe.

Although the eyes are closed forever
There is a truth in that wounded face
And a power that binds us to the man.
From its inwardness we turn and find ourselves.
What was it that beat that face?
It was our human hands.
Yet signed with blood, provoking tears,
It resolves the clamour of our fears.
We see him with body broken yet unyielding.
But there is something greater that we see.
Is it not the deeper meaning of our situation,
The growing awareness of a sea of becoming? John Spalding

Inhabited only by a few shepherds
And covered by snow from autumn to spring
The mountains are high and lonely places.
Just below their rocky peaks,
Above the fragrant juniper trees,
The golden eagle hovers and searches,
Sees a lamb on the grassy pastures
And plucks it up with its powerful talons.
High on the mountain its brief life is ended,
Above the fragrant juniper trees.

Corsican EagleA Face

The Earth is the Lord’s: Renewing the Covenant of Creation
Our friends at Modern Church are organising a Conference. They hope many of us can attend.

Dates and Venue: Monday 15 July – Thursday 18 July 2013 at High Leigh Conference Centre

Where have we come from?
God’s eternal covenant of peace
Where are we now?
Breaking the covenant Where are we going?
How do we renew the covenant?

Overall themes:

The Shroud of Turin by carbon dating was claimed to be created in the fourteenth century. But later the sampling was
quite widely considered to be faulty. There is other evidence that suggests that it dates back to the time of Christ.

The conference chaplain is Fr Dominic White of Newcastle University.

Web link: http://www.modernchurch.org.uk/conference/2013.htm
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LETTERS
Sidcot, Winscombe, N. Somerset.
December 2012

Once again I feel drawn to express my
admiration and thanks for the work you have
done throughout the year and in particular your
latest “In Search of the Good Shepherd” which is
a perceptive and accurate analysis of a fairly dire
situation (as it seems to me). Oddly, though, the
situation seems totally at variance with that
which we are told applies in the Third World
which for the most part seems to be doctrinally
hard line yet pulsing with life. Can we explain
this contradiction? Certainly I am too old and
poorly informed to come up with an answer.
Maybe you or one of your contributors can.

With all best wishes to you and Tirke for the next
chapter in life‘s lessons!

Philip D. Binding

The letter following was written by the recently defrocked
Fr Roy Bourgeois and addressed to the Secretary of the
InternationalWeAreChurchMovement.

Dear Didier,
My life's energies for the past three decades have
been defined by a man who stood up for justice in
the face of terrible odds: Monseñor Oscar Romero
of El Salvador. From Romero I learned about the
grave injustices heaped upon Latin America by my
country. Through Romero I found my voice; and
learned that standing up for justice can bring
serious consequences.

This March 1625 I will be traveling to El Salvador
to honor the 33rd anniversary of the martyrdom of
San Romero de las Americas. I go to El Salvador to
renew my own commitment to justice and to carry
forward Romero's legacy of speaking truth to
power. I will ask the government of El Salvador to
stop sending troops to the School of the Americas.

I invite you to join me on a memorable journey
that will break open your heart and place you in
the center of our efforts of citizen diplomacy. Six
countries have announced their withdrawal from
the SOA. Now it's time for El Salvador to follow
the dignified example of its neighbors. This tiny
nation lost tens of thousands of lives  among
them, Monseñor Romero  at the hands of
graduates of this school. U.S. militarization is
unfortunately not a thing of the past in Central
America, as brazenly illustrated by the 2009 SOA
graduateled military coup in Honduras and the
rise of several SOA graduates within the security
apparatus in El Salvador.

Thirty years ago I took voice of Romero's last

homily to the top of a hundredfoot pine tree,
located in the middle of Ft. Benning. With two
friends, I scaled the pine tree with a tape player and
speakers in my hand, right outside the barracks
where troops from El Salvador were being trained
by the US Army. As I reached the tree top, I hit the
play button, and out of the skies came these words:

I would like to make a special appeal to the
members of the army ........ Brothers, each one of
you is one of us.. The peasants you kill are your
own brothers and sisters. ..In the name of God, in
the name of our tormented people whose cries
rise up to heaven, I beseech you, I beg you, I
command you, stop the repression!

What followed was a sacred moment. Soldiers
poured out of the barracks, looking into the night,
unable to see us, but hearing the words of a
prophet coming from the heavens. Soon we were
found, beaten, stripped, searched and sent to jail.
But Romero had the final word. This action
shined a light on this future site of the SOA and
sowed a seed that later blossomed into the SOA
Watch movement.

I hope that you will consider joining me on this
Romero Legacy Delegation. In addition to
participating in commemoration events for Monseñor
Romero and meeting with officials of the Salvadoran
government, we will be learning about new initiatives
and challenges of the FMLNled government. We'll
also be visiting communities who are standing up for
justice against the environmental ravages of corporate
mining and hearing from groups who are building
creative alternatives to gangs. We will visit many
sacred sites, such as the home of Romero, the four US
churchwomen, the six Jesuit priests all murdered by
SOAgraduates in the 1980's.

If you would like to apply for the delegation you
may click here for an application form. If you have
further questions, feel free to contact our Latin
America Liaison Lisa Sullivan by email at
lsullivan@soaw.org, or Delegation cocoordinator
Mary Anne Perrone by phone at 7349969390.

It would be a privilege to share this sacred
journey with you.

Abrazos,

Father Roy Bourgeois

Published in The Catholic Times 9th Sept 2012

Mr. Bubez (Letters The Catholic Times September
2nd) states “Marriage is a life of sacrifice and not
some erotic dreamland in which we can indulge
ourselves how and when we please”. Let me say that
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loving, tender, joyous, respectful, total selfgiving in
“being one flesh” within a loving marriage is as far
removed from lustful behaviour as the Eucharist is
from cannibalism. Herbert Doms OSB in the early
20th century compared the bodily union of husband
and wife to our sacramental bodily union with Christ
in the Eucharist. I believe that ardently loving
spouses who have intercourse frequently are as
justified and correct in doing so as fervent
communicants who go to weekday Masses.

Contraception allows that ardent couple, who
should not conceive, freedom to express their
oneness in the flesh. Wherein is the sin in that?
Who has the right to say they may not “be one
flesh” the act is intrinsic to the full union of
marriage, not (as Augustine thought) some lustful
sintrap justified only by the intention to procreate,
or openness thereunto. Yes, contraception is used
outside marriage, but the sin there is in fornication
not the condom! There is no blanket condemnation
of alcohol, yet that has caused much promiscuity
and breakdown of marriage. Context and motive for
use are where guilt is to be found.

And yes, I have frequently discussed this in
confession and been told that 80% of couples do not
accept this teaching, nor do many reputable clerical
theologians who are officially silenced or dismissed
rather than answered with convincing reason.

I believe that lay people, who cannot be sacked or
silenced, have a duty to question any, (even papal)
doctrine not based on Scripture, truth or reason,
and to fight imputation of unproven guilt.

Elizabeth Price.

Redwall Farmhouse,
Linton

Dear Frank.
I have just been reading your article on Power,
Violence and Bullying in the Church in the Dec
'RENEW' & it has prompted me to write since I
know from experience what you say.

I am, what the Rev John Spong would label, a
'believer in exile'. I was also a close friend of the
late Rev Adrian Smith who very much 'mentored'
me over many years. I attended many of his
alternative Easter Retreats & read most of his
books, including the 'God Shift'. I met him first
through a WCCM weekend retreat several years
ago. I came to know his 'thoughts & feelings'
very closely & his friendship became a great
spiritual anchor.

I was educated at a Jesuit boarding school from
age 1016 yrs. During that time, c.19481954, I
experienced a religious education more akin to
'Jansenism' than 'Jesuit' & certainly preVatican
!!. For many years this caused many social
problems especially when my father walked out
on my mother to be with his 'good' catholic
secretary. This happened a year after I left school

one Christmas holiday. My mother was Cof E.

At school I experienced both bullying & sexual
'grooming' by senior boys. I was fortunate to
avoid most of this but it did lead me to become
very 'private' & 'out of sight' so to speak.
However, I began to seriously question the 'Faith'
until Vatican II when I felt confident to embrace
the 'Faith' enthusiastically but I became
disillusioned in the late 60s when I got married. I
married a 'good catholic' & I believed I would be
happy but 9 yrs later & 2 daughters, I ended up
being both divorced & then annulled(!!?). To this
day I cannot understand this! Not surprisingly I
felt 'marginalised' by the Church & to cut the story
short I drifted away into the 'secular' world.

After becoming redundant in 1980 as an assistant
research chemist from a well known oil company
I also became disabled with osteoarthritis but I
did enter the Voluntary Sector & became a
money advisor & debt counsellor then later
moved into Mental Health as an advisor/advocate
together with 4 yrs at the University of Wales in
Voluntary Sector Studies.

In 2004 I met my american wife from Illinois. In
2005 we married in the Unitarian Universalist
Church in Illinois. My wife, Ellie, was a 'refugee'
from 'evangelical fundamentalism' & we share
many experiences. Her feeling is that the Bible
was written by 'men for men'! I understand what
she is saying!

My only contact 'spiritually' is with a lady deacon
of 'The Church in Wales' who, because I am now
virtually housebound, visits me periodically. I
am also in contact with the Rev Jonathan
Robinson the Anglican priest who worked closely
with Adrian.

Finally, I'd just like to say I look forward to
receiving 'Renew' & I wish it longlife. I do
believe, in good conscience, that women should
be on equal terms with men in the Ministry. This
of course, as I understand it, puts me 'in
anathema', so far as the Catholic Church is
concerned. I often feel sad about this though, &
sadder too when I recall having offered my
'professional' skills to the Parish they were
ignored nor can I remember a time when I was
ever invited to any parishoners' home for a coffee
or whatever!!

OK, enough of this. Please forgive me detailing
the above 'thoughts & feelings' but your article
somehow prompted this.& also, to show that I do
read 'Renew' & avidly!!!

All God's best in abundance.

Dave (Stanley)
Flat 17, Llysynant
Nant mawr road
BUCKLEY
CH7 2BE
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Jesus tells us “The truth shall
set you free.” What he forgot
to add: ‘It shall also crucify

you.’ Richard Wagner would have
done well to know this before he
set out on the perilous and
dangerous study of Gay Catholic
Priests: A Study of Cognitive and
Affective Dissonance. I have been
aware of this study from the early

eighties. Nothing had been published before then
(1981) concerning the sexual attitudes or
behaviours of Catholic priests serving in public
ministry. The veil of secrecy surrounding this
vocation, as well as the presumption that priests
are celibate, has provided a camouflage for the
sexually active priest. As this study illustrates, this
situation is not without its negative consequences.
The sexually active priest is faced with a paradox.
The same circumstances that guarantee secrecy
also perpetuate the need for secrecy.

There is a sizable segment of the clergy
population that is gay and these men are forced to
live duplicitous lives of repression in secret. This
often creates an atmosphere of extreme isolation
and loneliness that can and does drive these men
to desperate measures to find emotional and
moral support they should be receiving from their
Church. These men love their Church, but hate
what it is doing to them. As bad as the situation
was back in the early eighties, it is worse today.

Richard Wagner’s groundbreaking research broke
the code of silence surrounding this delicate topic.
The Church’s singleminded effort to quash the
emerging story and silence him by getting rid of
him is what he writes about in his book Secrecy,
Sophistry and Gay Sex in The Catholic Church.
The latter part of the book is given over to the
actual study that led to what he calls his
“systematic destruction as an Oblate priest”. If
other priests started coming out of the closet and
demanded to be treated with dignity and respect it
would certainly undercut the entirety of Catholic
sexual moral theology – there is no place for non
reproductive sexuality within that paradigm.

The irony is of course that as Father Wagner was
being hounded out of his Religious Order an
unimaginable scandal arose, involving hundreds of
Catholic priests, Cardinals, Bishops and Religious
Superiors worldwide who were and are involved
in furtively shuffling paedophile priests from one
crime scene to another. They were, and still are,

involved in a massive corporate cover up of their
own crimes and those of their brother clergy. This
cover up as has been well documented goes right
to the very top and involves the present occupant
of the throne of Peter.

The double irony is that the expulsion of Wagner
was done “to try and protect the Church from
scandal”: THE SCANDAL OF THE SIN OF
HONESTY. Honesty about one’s sexuality seems
to be the only sin the institutional Church will
admit to! The public panic and shameful
silencing and worse among Church officials
towards openly gay priests – is in stark contrast
to the apathetic and anaemic response to the
systematic sexual abuse of children that now
engulfs the Church.

When Church magisterial teaching about who we
are and what we do as LGTB people is based on
a lie, then, is it any wonder that the domino effect
is disaster. Honesty by Catholic priests about
their gayness is punishable by job dismissal.
Secrecy, lies and deceit are rewarded. The thing
that sours all relationship is secrecy. Secrecy eats
at the soul. Some people are surprised that
religion is so corruptible. They should not be.
When secrecy is used to protect a ‘higher order
of knowledge,’ it can make the keepers of the
secret think of themselves as a higher order of
human being. ‘Corruptio optimi pessima,’ goes
the old saying. Blight at the top is the deepest
blight. Most of the hierarchy of the Church are
more interested in the Church’s image than the
truth in Christ. Twenty years ago I founded a
support group for gay Catholic priests and
religious here in London. The group is in
existence to the present day. We have had well
over a hundred priests pass through our doors in
that time. Despite numerous efforts and a
personal letter from our secretary to the vicar
general of the Archdiocese of Westminster we are
ignored and refused any publicity of our services
by the ecclesiastical authorities. As far as they are
concerned ‘we do not exist’ just like the abuse of
our most vulnerable children.

Lesbian and gay children until very recently had
no models of how to be fully human in an anti
gay world. While in western democracies this is
becoming easier, it is not so in the Catholic
Church. Our gay priests who by vocation should
be ‘alter Christus’ are by force and choice models
of the ‘great lie’ . . . When Father Richard
Wagner came into the truth of who he is in God’s

Secrecy, Sophistry and Gay Sex in the Catholic Church
The Systematic Destruction of an Oblate Priest; Nazca Plains

Richard Wagner Reviewed by
Rev. Dr. Bernard J. Lynch

BOOKS
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A World of Prayer
Rosalind Bradley (Editor)

Reviewed by
Frank Regan

Permanent, Faithful, Stable – Christian Same-Sex Marriage
Jeffrey John

Reviewed by

Simon BrydenBrook

Jeffrey John is the Anglican
priest who was prevented
from being ordained an

assistant bishop by his friend
Archbishop Rowan Williams, as
he lives openly in a partnership
with another man, and
homophobic African Anglican
bishops had to be appeased. He
subsequently became Dean of St
Alban's Cathedral. This booklet
is a revision of his 1993

Affirming Catholicism pamphlet Permanent, Stable,
Faithful – Christian SameSex Partnerships.

In 2000 I wrote a 2,500 word review of the original
work, reissued that year, criticising John for using
marriage as the paradigm for homosexual
relationships. Here I can comment only briefly. I
argue for friendship as the paradigm, following on
the work of Professor Elizabeth Stuart in this field. I

believe he misunderstands the Book of Hosea and
more importantly the Hebrew concept of chesed.

In this new edition of his essay, Dr John has a
more closely argued critique of Dr Stuart, but
still insists that Christian homosexual
relationships should be sexually exclusive as
well as permanent, faithful and stable. It is his
failure to deal with this issue of sexual
exclusivity which is the main disappointment
of his work. He argues that the Church's
wisdom is 'to confine sexual activity to
permanent, faithful relationships' and I would
not disagree with that, but this is not the same
as saying that sexual expression should be
confined exclusively to one relationship.

Dr John is renowned for confusing celibacy
and chastity in his public statements, referring
to his relationship with his partner as a
'celibate' one; he makes the same mistake on

This is a resource both for
personal prayer and reflection,
as well as being suitable for

public celebrations of the Church’s
commitment to announcing the
coming Reign of God in the key of
Peace, Justice and Wholiness.

The contributors are living
witnesses to what they and others of other faith
traditions are doing to build up a society and a
planet where human life and community can
flourish according to the vision of God. We know
many of them: Desmond Tutu and Nelson Mandela;
The Dalai Lama and the Archbishop of Canterbury;
Pete Seeger and Yusuf Islam; Hans Kung and Tariq
Ramadan  100 in all. Each prayer comes with a
brief biographical note on the contributor plus a
brief personal commentary/reflection on the prayer.

One of the features you will notice is how each
prayer expresses sentiments, desires and longings
which cut across the frontiers of each faith. If
you were to cover the first line in which the God

of the tradition represented is addressed, you
would not easily distinguish which tradition is
uttering the prayer. Ecumenism blooms and
flourishes in prayer which batters down walls of
dogma and hierarchy.

Prayer is a universal human activity in which our
common humanity becomes attentive to the
horizon of transcendence, the depth of being and
the sighs of creation. It articulates our human
need for the sacred and prepares us for social
action. It also reminds us that we are not called to
change the world  God and the Reign announced
by Christ are sufficient for that. Rather we are
called to be the change we are struggling for.

Justice and Peace activists will draw inspiration
and energy from this collection of prayers. There
is nothing either mawkish or saccharine here. The
prayers come from the coalface, remembered in
the deepdown of us where we draw living water
and are known by God.

Rosalind Bradley editor, A World of Prayer, Orbis Books, 2012, £16.99 (available from Alban Books)

Richard Wagner; Secrecy, Sophistry and Gay Sex in the Catholic Church
The Systematic Destruction of an Oblate Priest; Nazca Plains, 2012, £12.70 (from Amazon.com)

eyes is it any wonder that a Church that models
lies and deceit with regard to its LGBT children
casts him out into the wilderness? A wilderness

that I hope he finds is alive and flourishing with
the freedom of the daughters and sons of God . . .
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Is it not undeniable that the C16
Council of Trent represents an
extreme expression of Catholicism,

subsequently compounded by C19
Vatican I, which Vatican II set about
correcting? John O'Malley, Jesuit
professor of theology at Georgetown
University dispels this myth. The
Council of Trent fought tenaciously for
the dignity of the office of bishop

against overweening papal power and even envisaged a
vernacular liturgy.

Rome sealed the archives of the Council of Trent
in the Vatican archives for over three hundred
years and forbade the publication of any
commentary on it. It was 1901 before a start was
made on publishing the documentation, completed
only in 2001. So Hubert Jedin's magisterial four
volume History of the Council of Trent appeared
in German 194975 and only the first two volumes
have subsequently been published in English.

This book is a compelling account with numerous
surprises and really puts this Council in its place. In
some very readable 300 pages, O'Malley tells the
story of the background to the Council, its chaotic
stopstart and uncertain progress over eighteen
years (154547, 155152 and finally 156263) over
five papacies and its 'Tridentine' aftermath. It started
late with only twentynine bishops and rarely
exceeded 200, most of the time from only Italy,
Spain and Portugal while French and German

bishops kept their distance until the end.

The truth is that much of what we have come
to label Tridentine is in fact the work of the
papacy after that Council. Just as Vatican II has
been processed by Rome to suit one particular
ecclesiology, espoused egregiously by the
papal autocrats and (doubtless soon to be
canonised) John Paul VI (the Polish Karol
Wojtyla) and Benedict XVI (the Bavarian Josef
Ratzinger), so have the deliberations of the
very few bishops who attended Trent been
subjected to the same official interpretation.

Ignoring indulgences,which had played such an
important part in the Reformation, one of the
abuses that the bishops discussed was the non
residence of bishops, some of whom collected
several appointments and lived the life of Riley in
consequence. There were some good Christian
men there, several of them outstanding leaders,
and they played an important part in the chaotic
proceedings. St Charles Borromeo, nephew of
Pius IV but outstanding Archbishop of Milan, was
a model for the new type of pastoral bishop which
Trent managed slowly to introduce. He was hugely
influential in a way one can only applaud.

I bought this book at the same time that I got hold
of O'Malley's What happened at Vatican II, which
I have yet to read. This book reveals that the
Vatican II experience of a Roman rewrite was
nothing new and I recommend it wholeheartedly.

Trent - What happened at the Council
John W O'Malley

Reviewed by
Simon BrydenBrook

John W O'Malley, Trent  What happened at the Council. (London: Harvard University Press, 2013) 335 pp. hb, £12.50

Jeffrey John, Permanent, Faithful, Stable – Christian SameSex Marriage, London: DLT, 2012 pb, 72 pp, £6.99.

page xiii of the current book. All unmarried
people are celibate. What he means is that his
relationship is chaste, i.e. not involving sexual
activity. Is this perhaps indicative of his
conviction that marriage is the only model for
Christian sexual relationships?

Someone I know well lives in an exclusive
domestic civil partnership that does not include a
sexual element (like Jeffrey John and his
partner). But my friend has three longstanding
relationships, one of them of over forty years,
another of over twentyfive, and the third over
ten, each of which has a sexual component.
Those relationships are permanent, faithful and
stable but they are not sexually exclusive. Nor
are they mere anonymous or recreational
encounters (page 41).

Heterosexual marriage demands sexual exclusivity
for the sake of providing a stable union lasting
twenty years or more in which children can flourish.
This requirement does not exist for homosexuals and
whatever the proper use of their sexual faculties may
be, it is certainly not designed for building a family

unit, still less for making babies.

Jeffrey John has followed the logic of his
position to argue for 'samesex marriage.' I
believe this is utterly wrong. But it is marvellous
to have the arguments presented so clearly and I
recommend this book to all with an open mind,
despite my disagreeing with his basic premise
and his conclusion. It makes a change from the
negativity offered by those who stigmatise
homosexuals as intrinsically disordered and tell
them they must remain alone and without
intimacy throughout their lives.

He has added a further 27 books to the original
bibliography of 22 but, tellingly, Jack Spong's
Living in Sin? (San Francisco: Harper & Row,
1988) has been removed. Nor oddly is there any
mention of John Boswell's SameSex Unions in
PreModern Europe (NY: Villard Books, 1994).

I write as a Catholic homosexual in a civil
partnership, opposed to 'gay marriage' as an
affront to the sacrament of matrimony.
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Book Advertisment
God's Favourite Colour is Tartan:
Reconciling Religious Difference

by Tim Firth

Tim Firth is a CCC member much involved in Interfaith work, and a former priest and theology lecturer. He
argues for a radical change in mindset in handling religious division within a religion and between different
religions.The sterile 'either/or' mentality needs to be replaced with a 'both/and' mentality which is the basis
of believing, prayer, art, myths and symbols.

Furthermore, no one religion is 'complete' because all religions are means to the end of nourishing our
spirituality.The book draws on personal experiences and suggests practical applications of this changed mindset.

£12.50 + £2.80 p&p: through www.godscolouristartan.co.uk or cheque to T.J.Firth, PO Box 256, 24a
Carfax, Horsham, West Sussex, RH12 1BF

The Companions of Cleopas
Founded in April 2004, the Companions of Cleopas
is a dining club in London for Catholics and their
friends. We meet, usually the third Monday every
two months, to listen to a speaker, to discuss, to
celebrate a brief table liturgy and to chat and enjoy
dinner together at a restaurant. Members are not
obliged to attend any meetings and are also
encouraged to bring guests and prospective new
members. Our founding inspiration is of course the
story in Luke 24 of two disciples walking from
Jerusalem to Emmaus on the first Easter day,
discussing what had happened and trying to
understand it, and then recognising the Risen Christ
in the breaking of bread.

Normally between sixteen and thirty of the sixty
or so current members attend and lively
discussion has been provoked by invited
distinguished speakers. Paul Collins, Robert
Blair Kaiser, Bishop Patricia Fresen, Bishop
Christine MayrLumetzberger, James Alison,
Robert Nowell, Michael Walsh, Pat Pinsent,
Austin Winkley, Michael HornsbySmith,
Elizabeth Price, Ianthe Pratt, Martin Pendergast,
John Wilkins, Tina Beattie, Giles Hibbert,
Edward Stourton, John Wijngaards, Pat Gaffney,
Mary Grey, Peter Tatchell, Hilary Thompson and
Rachel Carnegie are only some names which
readers will recognise.

Meetings take place in spacious private
accommodation at the Spaghetti House in
Knightsbridge. This was where the Companions
of Cleopas started off. For a few months we
migrated to the Goodge Street Spaghetti House
and then from May 2011 to the end of 2012 we
met at the Isolabella Restaurant in Red Lion
Street, where Alfredo who had looked after us in
Knightsbridge had opened his own restaurant.
That has now become so successful that we can
no longer ask Alfredo to close the restaurant just
for our group, so we recently decided to return to
the Spaghetti House in Knightsbridge.

The meetings begin with a wine reception at 18.30

and at 19.00 prompt we sit down, decide what we
are going to eat from the three course set menu of
three options per course and hear a presentation by
our invited guest. The meal is served at 19.45 and
discussion often continues between the courses,
moderated by a chairperson – Dorothea McEwan or
Simon BrydenBrook usually – although others
have kindly taken on this duty too.

The menu is Italian and wine is included in the
price, as well as the predinner drinks, bread and
butter, tea or coffee and service: £22 for one
course, £27 for two courses and £32 for three.
Members are encouraged to bring guests, whom
they pay for, and these frequently decide to
become members in their own right. There is no
annual fee and no formal election procedure. All
are welcome whether Catholic or not.

Every alternate month we continue to meet
without a speaker for a purely social occasion,
and this takes place at the Isolabella Restaurant in
Holborn. The prices there are £2 less than at the
Spaghetti House as we do not have to cover the
cost of the speaker's meal.

If this looks as if it might be of interest to you
then further information and dates for 2013 can
be had from brydenbrook@talk21.com.

Simon BrydenBrook
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NEWS

McAleese Slams Vatican on
Gagging 5 Priests; 01.11.12

Former President of Ireland Mary McAleese has
decried the Church’s treatment of five silenced
priests, accusing Rome of operating through fear
and imposing strictures on the clerics which
“consume the truth”.

Speaking at the launch of her book Quo Vadis?
Collegiality in the Code of Canon Law, the
former head of state described Marist Fr Seán
Fagan and Redemptorist Fr Tony Flannery as
“good men who have loved this Church with a
passion”.

“There is a fear at the centre [Rome] of how they
can cope with these voices” she said.

Source: Irish Examiner

Pope Erects New Academy of
Latin; 13.11.12
Pope Benedict XVI issued the Motu Proprio
Latina Lingua on Saturday, which establishes the
new Pontifical Academy for Latin. The Academy
is meant to promote the knowledge and study of
the Latin language and Latin literature, from
classical times to the present day.

Source: VIS/BBC

Dorothy Day Cause VoiceVoted
by Bishops; 14.11.12
(CatholicNewsService)
BALTIMORE (CNS)  The U.S. bishops, on a
voice vote, endorsed the sainthood cause of
Dorothy Day, the cofounder of the Catholic
Worker movement, who was famously quoted as
saying, "Don't call me a saint. I don't want to be
dismissed so easily."

Roy Bourgeois Dismissed Over
Women’s Ordination; 20.11.12

The Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, on October 4, 2012, canonically
dismissed Roy Bourgeois from the Catholic
Foreign Mission Society of America, also known
as the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers. The
decision dispenses the Maryknoll priest from his
sacred bonds. There is no appeal against this
decision which comes from the Pope himself.

US Nuns’ Leadership Awarded
Prize for Freedom Struggle in the
Church; 24.12.11; The Tablet
The Herbert Haag Prize for 2013 for Freedom in
the Church has been awarded to the American
nuns affiliated to the Leadership Conference of
Women Religious (LCWR) and to their
leadership team.

“Their struggle for the marginalised and for
people in difficult situations, their awareness of
the needs of today’s world and their careful
reflection of the signs of the times in the spirit of
the Second Vatican Council, have made them a
pillar of the Catholic Church in the United
States,” the Herbert Haag Foundation said.

Source: The Tablet

Ordination of Women, a Matter of
Justice; 04.12.12.
An editorial of the National Catholic Reporter
begins:

The call to the priesthood is a gift from God. It is
rooted in baptism and is called forth and affirmed
by the community because it is authentic and
evident in the person as a charism. Catholic
women who have discerned a call to the
priesthood and have had that call affirmed by the
community should be ordained in the Roman
Catholic Church. Barring women from ordination
to the priesthood is an injustice that cannot be
allowed to stand.

Source: National Catholic Reporter

Website Helps Dutch Catholics to
“DeBaptise” over Gay Marriage;
28/12/12.
Tom Roes, whose website allows people to
download the documents needed to leave the
church, said traffic on ontdopen.nl  "de
baptise.nl"  had soared from about 10 visits a
day to more than 10,000 after Pope Benedict's
latest denunciation of gay marriage this month.

The following items are taken from various news media. They touch on topics which are of interest to our
readers. We hope to make this a regular feature of RENEW.

Captain Benedict
Walks from his shipwreck on the rocks

In pure white socks.
Peter Clifton
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Pope Benedict Condemns Gay
Marriage in Christmas Message.
24.12.12; The Daily Kos.

Pope Benedict used his annual Christmas
message to denounce gay marriage, saying that it
destroyed the “essence of the human creature.”

The Pope has said that gay marriage, like abortion
and euthanasia, is a threat to world peace.

Summa Theologica in Japanese 52
Years in the Completion; 08/01/13;
UCA
After 52 years, a theological project of dizzying
magnitude has finally been completed. In
September, the final volume of the Japanese
translation of the Summa Theologica was
published, the last of 45 volumes of the defining
work of St Thomas Aquinas.

Indian Church Silent in Wake of
Gang Rape; 08/01/13

The Church in India, and in particular the
Catholic Church, have made themselves all but
invisible in the current national debate on gender
violence, ceding space to authoritarian voices
that confuse revenge for justice, and shift focus
from a change in mindsets and civilized values.

Source: UCA

Mother Who Loved Gay Son Dies,
92; 12/13; UCA
Jeanne Manford, the founder of PFLAG
(Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays),
died at the age of 92. In 1972, after her son
was beaten at a gay demonstration and the
police failed to intervene, she wrote a letter to
the New York Post saying, "I have a
homosexual son and I love him."

More People Stealing to Eat;
26/01/13;

Evidence sketchy but it seems that shoplifting for
food is on the increase, especially among
pensioners and mothers struggling to feed their
children. In a survey done in Coventry of 45 food
parcel recipients just under half said that they
have had to steal to feed self or family.

Source: The Guardian

Gay Masses Halted; 04/01/13;
UCA
Masses for homosexuals at a Catholic church in
London's Soho, which have caused contention
for several years, are to end.

Source: UCA

More than 1000 clergy sign letter
opposing gay marriage;
14/01/13;Daily Telegraph

More than 1,000 priests, eight bishops, four abbots
and the leader of the Ordinariate signed a letter to
the Telegraph which was published on Saturday,
voicing concerns that if legislation permitting same
sex marriage is passed, it would herald a return to
penal times, eroding the ability of Catholics to
“participate fully in the life of this country”.

A letterwriter to The Tablet has written that he
suspects that a lot of hysteria has been whipped
up about an issue which will make no demands
on Catholics “other than semantic”.

The Price of Sin: only £369.82?;
31/12/12

Elizabeth Price has written to The Tablet:

Your report in Notebook 5th January that a
secondhand copy of Fr. Seán Fagan’s book is
now selling at £369.82 on Amazon will, I hope,
persuade the Marists to release some of their
boughtup copies back on to the market, not
merely for financial reasons but because of the
intrinsic value of the contents which could
command such a price!

Tissa Balasuriya Dies; 22/01/13

He played a founding role in the establishment of
the Ecumenical Association of Third World
Theologians (EATWOT) and the Centre for
Society and Religion, whose very name sums up
Tissa's lifelong concern for the Church to address
social issues.

Source: UCA

Priests’ Network for Reform;
01/02/13
Around 1,500 priests and deacons in the German
speaking countries have formed one network for
church reform. “We are against absolutist
structures in our Church and advocate civil rights
and transparency. That is why we have formed a
network in the Germanspeaking countries and
internationally”, Fr Helmut Schüller of the
Austrian PI said. He later said the initiative
would be enlarged to include "priests in the
AngloSaxon world".

Last off the wreck, Ben
Blames passengers' abandonment

For the event

Peter Clifton
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On the morning of Monday, 11 February 2013 Pope Benedict XVI
announced his resignation from the papal office on 28 February.

Dear brothers,

I have convoked you to this consistory, not only for the three canonisations, but
also to communicate to you a decision of great importance for the life of the
church. After having repeatedly examined my conscience before God, I have
come to the certainty that my strengths, due to an advanced age, are no longer
suited to an adequate exercise of the Petrine ministry. I am well aware that this
ministry, due to its essential spiritual nature, must be carried out not only with
words and deeds, but no less with prayer and suffering.

However, in today's world, subject to so many rapid changes and shaken by
questions of deep relevance for the life of faith, in order to govern the barque of
Saint Peter and proclaim the gospel, both strength of mind and body are
necessary, strength which in the last few months has deteriorated in me to the
extent that I have had to recognise my incapacity to adequately fulfil the ministry
entrusted to me.

For this reason, and well aware of the seriousness of this act, with full freedom I
declare that I renounce the ministry of bishop of Rome, successor of Saint Peter,
entrusted to me by the cardinals on 19 April 2005, in such a way that as from 28
February 2013, at 20:00 hours, the See of Rome, the See of Saint Peter, will be
vacant and a conclave to elect the new supreme pontiff will have to be convoked
by those whose competence it is.

Dear brothers, I thank you most sincerely for all the love and work with which
you have supported me in my ministry and I ask pardon for all my defects. And
now, let us entrust the holy church to the care of our supreme pastor, Our Lord
Jesus Christ, and implore his holy Mother Mary, so that she may assist the
cardinal fathers with her maternal solicitude, in electing a new supreme pontiff.
With regard to myself, I wish to also devotedly serve the holy church of God in
the future through a life dedicated to prayer.

Pope Benedict XVI Resigns
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I didn’t really get to know Elizabeth and Vivian
until a few years ago when Vivian decided he
wanted to come back to church on a regular
basis. I knew Elizabeth was part of ‘that other
lot’ but we welcomed her into the family of St
Nicholas and here, last year, they renewed their
wedding vows on their Golden Wedding
Anniversary. Unfortunately I was away so missed
the celebration.

Benjamin chose the Bible Reading for this afternoon
because he and Vivian both have April birthdays.
Often their birthday is on or around Easter so they
are Easter people. But Jesus promised that all His
believers would be Easter People.

In the reading, very early in the morning, on that first
Easter Day Mary Magdalene went to the garden tomb
alone. She couldn't do much by herself. She would
need several men with the right lifting gear to shift the
great stone closing the entrance to the tomb. And she'd
need the other women to help embalm the body of
Jesus. So why go alone? Perhaps, with the stress of the
previous week or so, she couldn't sleep and was just
wandering aimlessly, but found herself drawn like a
magnet to the grave of the person she loved.

She noticed instantly that the stone had been
rolled away. Her first thought in her shock at that
discovery, was to think of body snatchers. She
made an assumption, and immediately ran to tell
the disciples "They've taken away the Lord, and
we don't know where they've put him."

Mary sounds quite a solitary character in her
grief. She came to the tomb alone, before it was
even light, and now she stayed on weeping, and
she stooped to peer into the tomb.

But something strange happened. She saw two
angels in white, sitting in the exact spot
where Jesus' body had lain. Only a moment
before, Peter and his companion had gone
right into the tomb, but they hadn't seen
anybody. Perhaps they were in too much of a
rush. Perhaps people who want to see angels
must be prepared to hang about, to wait
around doing nothing much, but loitering.

The angels asked Mary why she was weeping,
which seems an odd question. It must have been
obvious, especially to angels. But perhaps they

knew Mary needed to articulate her feelings as
the first stage in dealing with them.

She was weeping because of her assumption
that the body had been stolen. An assumption
which was wrong. So many tears are so often
shed over assumptions, which then turn out to
be entirely wrong. Those of you in the legal
profession know how dangerous it can be to
jump to conclusions.

The angels didn't try to correct Mary who went
on to make another assumption. She saw a man,
and assumed he was the gardener. Two days
earlier she had seen Jesus die the most horrible
death but now, he was walking in the garden
without difficulty. Mary would surely have
recognised him immediately if he'd been the
same Jesus she knew and loved so well.

But he’s different. Even his voice must have been
different. He asked Mary exactly the same
question the angels had asked, and she still failed
to recognise him. As I said his risen body was
quite different from that damaged and wounded
body taken from the cross. He was healed, he
was fit and well, so he was clearly living in some
different dimension.

None of us quite know what that different
dimension life will be like. Although the Bible
paints a number of pictures of life after death, they
are only illustrations. But Jesus’ Easter promise is
as powerful today as it ever was. He promised that
the real "us", our essence or spirit, would live on in
some different dimension after death, and that we
would no longer be troubled by damaged bodies.
So I am sure that Vivian is now in that other
dimension. His poor broken body and brain are
whole again. That brilliant mind which first
attracted Elizabeth will be working again and
probably having some legal arguments with his
pals, or looking at some strange heavenly object
trying to work out its patent!

And so we say farewell but not goodbye to
Vivian, Farewell, because there is life after death,
a life we can never really begin to imagine. We
give thanks for his being, for the huge amount he
gave, for the unique person that he was, and we
leave him safely in God's arms until we meet
again.

For Vivian Price, R I P.
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No Freedom for Error
The last few months have seen the Vatican’s repressive machinery
at full tilt. Fr Roy Bourgeois of Maryknoll has received a letter of
dismissal from the priesthood and from his missionary society
after more than 40 years of ministry in North and South America.
His crimes were to have attended the ordination of a woman to the
Catholic priesthood and to defend the human right to a conscience
free to disagree. Fr Tony Flannery, an Irish Redemptorist, has been
barred from writing in his order’s magazine, Reality, and been
ordered to retract his opinions regarding the ordination of women
and the use of contraceptives. A decree of excommunication hangs
over his head also. The Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith
(the old Inquisition) has attacked the National Leadership
Conference of Catholic Sisters of the United States, accusing them
of straying from the original mission of their congregations.

Previous to these incidents the Vatican has ordered the Marist
Congregation of Ireland to buy up all copies of Fr Sean Fagan’s
book, What Happened to Sin? This will remind many of what
happened to Lavinia Byrne’s book, Women at the Altar. The same
CDF, under Cardinal Ratzinger, ordered destroyed all copies of
her book. The recently deceased and lamented Fr Tissa Balasuriya
wrote a book on Mary and Liberation, was very soon
excommunicated and a year later reinstated.

The list goes on: e.g. Elizabeth Johnson, Jacques Du Puis. The
Vatican has declared allout war on anyone who might be thinking
thoughts contrary to correct orthodoxy. It is impossible for those in
power to entertain any difference of opinion or further exploration.
It is fighting a rearguard battle against any sign of secularisation
within the Church. It shuns the secular as pagan, atheistic and
materialistic. But in fact the Church fears the criticism secularity
levels at trampling on the human rights of so many of its
constituents. The Church is blind to the stirrings of the Spirit as it
manifests itself in the priestly vocation of many women. It disdains
the LGBTQ because it is a community whose experience of their
sexuality is disordered. It has done everything possible to avoid its
responsibilities to abused children and their families.

You and I have been searching, yearning for a Church which is
welcoming, which can throw open its arms and say: Come to me all
of you, with whatever you are or have or look for. Bring your
dreams, your hopes, your hurt and your pain. Do not be afraid, have
no fear. We are as wounded and as vulnerable as you are. We have
not arrived yet at where we believe our Abba God is calling us. We
do not have a road map or an atlas. All we have is a compass given
us by Jesus Christ. Our magnetic north is the Reign of God as Jesus
modelled it to his friends. We want to be the Reign of Peace, Justice,
Wholiness and Reconciliation which Jesus dreamed of. But we must
walk there with patience and hope.

Such a Church exists. Where? In the hearts and souls, in the
dreams and desires of countless Catholics who support an
institution which has lost its way in the world because it is afraid
of that same world. It fears the future and so it clings to the past.

Our church was founded upon an insight revealed to us by Jesus
Christ. His experience of God as Abba, as a God of compassion
and love ran counter to the perceptions of the Synagogue. Jesus’
Good News was a motive for rejoicing. Our vocation is to follow
him to the Reign of the Father striving to acquire the attitudes and
mindset of Jesus. Frank Regan February 2013




