
For me,
Metanoia is about

Transforming my complex life into a simpler one,
everyday noise into solitude and quiet,

the fast pace of everyday life into a slower pace,
any sense of entitlement into gratefulness,

any "spinning" of truth to suit me into honesty and clarity,
the manipulation of people into loving relationships,

the need for instant gratification into restraint,
false certainty and pat answers into honest doubt and deeper questioning,

undisciplined activism into reflection and compassion,
selfinterest into generosity,

defensiveness into transparency,
selfassurance into selfrespect,

selfcondemnation into intrigue and curiosity,
selfrighteousness into forgiveness,

what is "invogue" into what is True,
trying to be someone special into being ordinary, which I most assuredly am;

an ordinary dude, albeit one overflowing with Love.
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“A great deal of good can be done in the world (and the Church)
if one is not too careful who gets the credit.” (old Jesuit motto)

I confess, and it is something my family chide
me about, that I do not ‘play well with others’.
You all probably know this and I thank you for
your patience. I felt myself challenged over this
trait in June when I received news from Robert
Blair Kaiser and Rene Reid about their new
petition initiative. Rene and I held an email
discussion over their aims and objectives, for it
seemed to me that they wanted to subsume all
reform organisations into one global network.
Simon, CCC Secretary, has pointed out the
dangers of putting all our eggs in one basket and
I very much agree with him. Robert and Rene’s
petition is excellent and I exhort you all to sign it
and get family and friends to do likewise. The
‘global network’ aspect led on my part to some
Googling, research and reflection.

I start from the premise that networking is an
excellent idea and through it the reform movement
will demonstrate that its aims and objectives are
those of the majority of Catholic Christians, and
therefore worthy of dialogue and discussion
throughout the Church. I would contend, however,
that ‘network’ and ‘networking’ are two different
things. Because hierarchy still holds considerable

sway in our minds and culture we should be
circumspect about forming a formal network
which might so easily become hierarchical and
where many members become passive.
Networking at individual and group level, in terms
of actively communicating with others, sharing
information, rejoicing with successes and
commiserating with losses, will encourage
Catholics who adhere to the teaching of the last
Catholic Ecumenical Council, Vatican II, to find
their voices. We need Parish, Deanery and
Diocesan Pastoral Councils where members feel
empowered to speak about the needs and concerns
of those they are chosen to represent. We need
Bishops and clergy who are not afraid of dialogue
and accept that the laity are infused with the Holy
Spirit too. This will only happen if Catholics
create an environment where they feel able to
speak about their individual needs and concerns.
Networking is a ready aid to this.

On putting ‘networking’ into Google I found a
number of articles which, although highlighting
good practices, overall seemed to support the selfish
aspect, i.e. I or my group networks because of what
I or we want to get out of it in terms of greater
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The crisis of our scientifictechnical civilization
demands more than historical and sociological
explanations. It requires a philosophical
reflection that leads to a theological question. It
was Martín Heidegger, (18891976), who saw it
clearly, even before the ecological alarm was
sounded. In a famous 1955 conference in
Munich, "On the question of the technical" where
Werner Heisenberg and Jose Ortega y Gasset
were also present, he clearly set out the risk the
natural world and humanity ran by being totally
absorbed with the intrinsic logic of the mode of
thinking and acting that, in order to obtain
individual or social benefits, intervenes in and
manipulates all aspects of the natural world. The
scientific technical culture has so profoundly

penetrated our understanding of ourselves that we
can neither understand each other nor live
without incorporating this crutch into ourselves
and our way of being in the world.

This represents the convergence of two traditions
of Western philosophy: the Platonic philosophy,
with an idealistic flavor transformed by the
Christian tendency, and that of Aristotle, more
empirical and sciencebased. They fused in the
XVII century, with Descartes, and formed the
basis of modern technoscience, the present
dominant paradigm. This mode of being
concentrates on how things are, how they
function and how they can be useful to us, and is
not interested in the miracle that things are,

Only a God can Save Us
Leonardo Boff

TheologianPhilosopher Earthcharter Commission

prestige, wealth, status etc. Then ‘sharing’ came to
my mind and I recalled Megan McKenna’s book
“Not Counting the Women and Children” and her
account of the feeding of the five thousand. Here the
women, who like the children are not numbered
among the 5000, have done what mothers and carers
tend to do. They have brought along provisions for a
day out following and listening to Jesus and these are
shared, giving everyone plenty to eat. I suggest that
networking is a sharing of ideas, practicalities,
celebrations, successes and failures. It is a sharing of
being the people of God in all our concerns and
needs, strengths and brokenness.

Cyberspace gives us enormous opportunities. We
can be in touch with one another as individuals.
Our groups can share what we are doing and the
projects in which we are engaged. We can
recognise the gifts and talents of individuals and
groups, especially those talents we do not
ourselves possess. We can avoid ‘reinventing the
wheel’. We will look forward to becoming
inclusive and no longer fearful of difference. We
can find solutions to issues or problems. We can
care about and will the good of one another. This
is the loving of which Jesus spoke: this is being
His community.

So where might we go from here. Let’s applaud and

promote all the good work that is going on – and
include that of the Bishop of Rome and our own
diocesan bishops. Each group has its own strengths.
Let’s value all contributions towards justice, love and
walking hand in hand with God. Here goes with a
few that immediately come to mind:

Election of bishops by their dioceses is
fundamental to a Church for the 21st century.
Bob Blair Kaiser amplifies this magnificently
on www.catholicchurchreform.com. Please visit
the site, sign the letter and ask your friends to
do so too.

A Call To Action, www.acalltoaction.org.uk, is
organising discussion groups in UK dioceses.
Many groups have attempted this over the years.
Here is a new initiative. Let us support it.

We Are Church shares news of what is going on
around the world and an opportunity to discuss issues
in an online space. To join please send a blank email
to wearechurchsubscribe@yahoogroups.com.

Last but not least, please promote CCC to your
friends, register on the website, send news for
“Renew”, and make sure we have your email
address so we can send you our enewsletter as
well as the quarterly magazine.

E-mails needed
So we may send you news
between editions of
Renew and other
important notices, please
send your email address
to Valerie.

Register on the website
www.ccc4vat2.org.uk

CCC members have access to
Renew articles as they are
collated; the current edition of
Renew; news and information.
Please email Valerie for help.

Renew
Post or e-mail?

To save money on postage,
Simon can send you Renew
by email. Please let Valerie
know if you would be happy
to receive Renew this way.

Valerie: ccc4vat2@btinternet.com
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The new Latin Missal (1969), introduced after
the Second Vatican Council, made important
changes: three Bible readings, public
intercessions, and a choice of Eucharistic
Prayers. And a different style of service came in:
the people joined in, the priest faced them, there
was a real kiss or handshake at the Peace, and
Communion was given under both bread and
wine. The 1970 English translation came out in
1970 with Vatican approval. For two generations
of English speaking Catholics, born after 1960, it
is the Mass.

Basically, this translation tried to say in English
what the original Latin meant. It deliberately did
not reproduce wordy and elaborate language in
the Latin, taken from the high style of the Roman
Emperor’s court when spoken and written Latin
were growing further and further apart. It used
plain English – though not colloquial English.
The result was dignified when it said something

important clearly and simply. For example,
consubstantialem Patri became “of one being
with the Father”. Neat, plain, and exact: the same
being, God, as the Father, even though a separate
“person” and perceived as such. “I and the Father
are one” (John 10.30).

It was made easy for priests, readers and
congregation to say aloud, because it followed
the rhythms of everyday speech and writing, and
paraphrased a text where the meaning was
obscure – for example, Dominus Deus Sabaoth
becomes “God of power and might”.

The 1970 translation sometimes sounded flat: ab
omni perturbatione in the prayer after the Lord’s
Prayer becomes “[keep us] from all anxiety”, a
far weaker word. It did not hesitate to depart
from the Latin when a word for word rendering
into English is not English, or the Latin is now
known to be a mistake. It shortened some

The New Translation of the Mass – the People’s Part
Part 1: The Opening Greeting and the Gloria.

Dick Wilson

compared to nothingness. We separate ourselves
from the natural world and immerse ourselves in
the artificial world. We have lost the organic
relationship with things, plants, animals,
mountains and with humanity itself.

Everything is converted into the means to an
end. We do not see a being as the carrier of a
purpose, but for its utility, physical or
intellectual, that can be exploited. If something
can be done, it will be done, with no ethical
justification. If we can split the atom there is no
reason not do so, and build the atomic bomb. If
we can drop that bomb on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, who will stop us? If I can manipulate
the genetic code, there is no ethical or moral
limit that can stop it. And we perform
experiments that interest us and appear useful
for the market and to a given life style.

Heidegger warns us that technoscience has
created a mechanism in us (Gestell ), a way of
seeing that considers everything as an item at our
disposal. It has colonized all spaces and
subjugated all knowledge. It has been converted
into a motor that autoaccelerates in such a
manner that we do not know how to stop it. We
have made ourselves its hostages. It dictates to us
what to do and what not to do. Here, Heidegger
points out the very high risk we run, as natural
beings and as a species. Technoscience affects
the fundamentals that sustain life and has
generated such destructive power that it can
exterminate us all. The means have already been
built and are at our disposal. Who will stop the
hand that would unleash the natural and human
Armageddon? That is the great question that
should concern us as persons and as humanity;

rather than growth and interests rates.

Heidegger's intended answer is a Kehre, a
"return" or transformation. This is the final
purpose of all his thinking, as is revealed in a
letter to Karl Jaspers: to be the attendant of a
museum who cleans the dust from the objects so
that they can be seen. As a philosopher he
proposed himself (it is sad that such terribly
complicated language was used) to remove all
that covers the habitual and daily life. Doing that,
what is revealed?

Nothing, except everything that surrounds us and
that constitutes our beingintheworldwiththe
others and with the landscape, with the blue sky,
with the rain and with the sun. And to enable that all
these things be seen as they are; they do not oppress
us, but they are there, tranquil, with us, at home.

He looked for inspiration for this mode of being in
the preSocratic, especially in Heraclitus, who
lived the original thinking before it was
transformed by Plato and Aristotle into
metaphysics, which is the basis of technoscience.
But Heidegger fears that it is too late. We are so
close to the abyss that we cannot go back. In his
last interview with Der Spiegel, in 1976, published
postmortem, he says: "Only a God can save us."
The philosophical question about the destiny of
our culture has been converted into a theological
question. Will God intervene? Will God permit the
species to selfdestruct?

As a Christian theologian I will join Saint Paul in
saying: "hope does not disappoint" (Rm 5,5),
because "God is the sovereign lover of life" (Sb
11,26). I do not know how. I only wait.
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passages, e.g. in the Gloria. It can get to the
whole point of a prayer in fewer words.

No first attempt is ever perfect, and in 2001 an
Instruction from the Vatican, Liturgiam
authenticam, set out detailed norms for the
translation of liturgical books from the basic
Latin text, requiring previous translations which
did not follow these norms to be revised and
submitted for approval. This gave us the 2012
English version. There are two important things
to notice about it.

Based on 1975 revision the postVatican II rite of
1969, it in no way represents a return to the
previous rite (now the “extraordinary” rite). The
new rite in the language of the people is here to
stay. Secondly, it laid down that translations
should stick closer to the Latin. In some cases the
actual words are prescribed, e.g. “Amen”, “and
with your Spirit”, on the grounds that they are
common throughout Christianity and therefore
should be translated literally. Shorter, less literal
translations aimed at getting across the meaning
rather than the structure of the Latin are
discouraged. The problem is obvious. If a
“translation” does not get across what its original
means, it is a failure. But if it lifts words and
structures from the original and the meaning is
different or obscured, it is a failure just as much.

The two parts of this study explains and
comments on the relatively few changes in the
people’s part.

“And with your spirit” is a word for word
translation of the Latin, cum spiritu tuo. It has to
be admitted that the Instruction which imposed the
new translation uses these very phrases as
examples of the rule that words like “cornua”.
The “rays” shining from Moses’ face, (Exodus
34:29), not “horns” should be translated literally.
“It is best that such terms not be explained or
interpreted by more abstract or general vernacular
expressions.” (Liturgiam authenticam para 43).
But if the only English words that express their
meaning are different, how can they not be used in
a translation? In Hebrew the word for “rays” is the
same as the word for “horns”. In English, it isn’t.

Now the Hebrew word nefesh, and especially
nafshi, “my soul”, originally “my breath”,
usually means no more than “I”, “me”, “self,
myself”; e.g. Ps. 124:45. : the flood would not
have gone over “our souls”. In the Catholic
Revised Standard Bible translation it is “over
us”; and so in literally hundreds of other places.
“The Lord be with you” occurs only a few times
in the Bible. In Ruth 2.4 Boaz says to the reapers
“The Lord be with you” (yhwh ímachem) and
they reply “The Lord bless you”. What occurs in
the New Testament is “The Grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with your spirit.” The word is
pneuma, always used in the Greek OT for a
different word, ruah, “spirit”. In the New

Testament psyche, souls, and pneuma, have often
taken on rather special meanings  the spiritual
side of a person, so to speak, as well as “Holy
Spirit. Here, nevertheless, “my soul” (see the
comment on Luke 7:67 in pt 2 of this article) can
mean simply “me”. In the farewell phrases in
Philippians 4.23 and 2Tim4.22” your spirit”
seems in the same way to mean no more than
“you”. And when they stand for and emphatic
“I”, “me”, myself”, then “my soul” and “my
spirit” mean exactly the same. “My soul
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God
my saviour” – a straightforward parallelism
typical of Hebrew poetry.

The Latin phrase in the Mass has come to us
through Greek, and it looks as if Greekspeaking
Jews used a word for word translation from
Hebrew or Aramaic. “With your spirit” seems to
mean just “with you too”, in the same way as
phrases with “soul” in them. It simply matches
tecum in “The Lord be with you.” In English, we
usually repeat the greeting “Good morning!”
“Good morning!” The phrase in Latin just
attempts to translate a greeting or a parting “Good
bye”, and it has nothing to do with the idea of an
immortal soul. “And with your spirit” made sense
in the original language, but by the time it gets to
English (three removes!) it is meaningless. “And
also with you” is in fact an accurate literal
translation, saying what the phrase means in the
original, just as Au revoir! translates as “Good
bye” and not “To the seeing again”.

The repetition of “my own fault” has been put
back into the confession, which was added to the
mass in the Middle Ages as a private prayer of
the priest and servers. The first translators
thought that nowadays we best express sorrow
for sin by simple admission rather than self
abasement, and translated the phrase only once.
The new translation keeps “brothers and sisters”,
which the Latin does not have, but the Instruction
actually allows this. The compilers of the revised
Latin seem to have been uncomfortable with it
and provided two alternatives, now commonly
used in English.

In the Gloria, “to people”, for hominibus, human
beings, not just men, is the correct translation and
is retained. But “to people of good will” is a
mistranslation. It is a correct rendering of the
Latin – so the revisers insisted on it – but the
Latin itself is a mistake. If you want to see
exactly what is meant, look at Ephesians 1:35, in
Greek “He chose us …according to the eudokias
(“what seemed good”) of his will (thelēmatos)”;
Latin “according to the purpose (propositum) of
his will (voluntātis)”. In Eph. 1:9 beneplacitum
(“his good pleasure”, “what seemed pleasing to
him”) translates eudokia , “goodseeming”, quite
literally. The meaning in the Gloria is “to those
to whom God has thought right” or “willed” to
grant peace – i.e. his (chosen) people.
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INGO Conference of the Council of Europe
Strasbourg 24th - 28th June 2013

Simon BrydenBrook

There were four representatives of the European
Network Church on the Move, of which
Catholics for a Changing Church is a member, at
the June 2013 meeting in the spectacular Agora
building of the Conference of INGOs (what we
generally call 'the voluntary sector') at the
Council of Europe: Francois Becker and Fernard
Jehl of France, Gerd Wild of Germany and
Simon BrydenBrook of the UK. The Council
provides the conference with expert simultaneous
translations into French and English and this
makes a great difference – as long as one
understands the jargon.

We arrived on Monday afternoon in time for
workshop on the important Human Rights
recommendations which had been in preparation
for some years under the guiding hand of our own
Francois Becker; it required a tedious but necessary
examination of a draft in French and English in
order to submit a document for consideration two
days later by the Human Rights committee before
being present to the full Conference.

Tuesday morning was the open session of the
Education and Culture Committee of the
Conference of INGOs with some 80100 people

present. Highlights were an excellent and full
presentation by Richard Stock, European
Network for Education and Training (EUNET)
on the challenges of digital media education,
followed by a shorter presentation by Mara
Georgescu (Education and Training Division,
Youth Department of the Council of Europe on
the No Hate Speech Movement and the Council
of Europe campaign.

The meeting then broke up 11.3012.30 into four
simultaneous working groups. I joined a small
working group on the subject of universal access
to digital media. There were seven of us present
including a Dutch school principal, an Italian
lawyer, two journalists, and a woman who works
with prisoners. The working group aims to
prepare a draft white paper for the January 2014
INGO meeting for later presentation to the
Council of Europe in June 2014.

On Tuesday afternoon the Human Rights committee
meeting, open to all delegates, took place. The
document finalised at the Monday working group
was adopted after some minor modification for
submission to the plenary session of the Conference
for endorsement two days later. The matter of

In the Gloria in St Luke’s Gospel, only one
word, eudokias, was used. However, the Latin
Bible used not words translating “of [his] good
pleasure”, beneplacitum, but the words bonae
voluntātis, “of good will”. Unfortunately, the
only possible meaning of this in Latin and
English is “on earth peace to people who have (or
show) good will”, not “peace to those to whom
God has been pleased to give it” or “to whom his
good pleasure” has been imparted. The Hebrew
word which eudokia and beneplacitum translate
is rātsōn, found in this sense, and usually
translated as “his favour” in many places in the
Old Testament . The Dead Sea scrolls, roughly
contemporary with the beginnings of
Christianity, use it in the sense of the people God
pleased to make his own, and actually speak of
“the sons of his good pleasure” (or “favour”.
Thanksgiving Hymn 12.33, tr. G.Vermes, The
Complete Dead Sea Scrolls in English, p.266.
“the abundance of his mercies towards all the
sons of his favour”. Vermes actually translates it
“grace”, and indeed the basic New Testament
meaning of the word usually rendered “grace”,
charis, is virtually the same.) The point is, the
angels are proclaiming God’s mercy favour to us,
not requiring our good will in advance. .

The earlier English version, and almost all
modern Bibles, including the Catholic Jerusalem
Bible, solve the problem by translating “peace to
his people on earth”, or “to the people whom he

has favoured” or “favours”, leading simply to “
God’s people on earth”, and this is correct. “To
people of good will” does indeed translate the
Latin, but the Latin Bible translated the Greek,
and presumably the original of the song of the
angels, quite wrongly.

Every phrase in the Gloria is translated, as
opposed to the somewhat shortened version in
the first translation. In Latin adoramus te, said of
God , means “we pray to you as God”, not “we
like you awfully much”, which is the usual of
meaning of “adore” in English. The word was
borrowed into English with the meaning
“worship”, but no longer means this “except in
poetry” (Oxford English Dictionary), and as the
term for certain devotions. It has become
degraded: “Raspberry wafers, which I adore”
(James Joyce, quoted in the OED). It has been
used here not because it is faithful to the Latin,
which it is not, but because it looks like the Latin.
This is not translation, and “We worship you” is
the correct rendering, as in the 1970 translation.

We find this kind of literalism throughout the new
version. In the passages we have examined, and in
those that follow in the second part of this study,
it repeatedly leads to mistranslations or obscurity.

For some years Dick Wilson worked as a
translator of books on theology, biblical studies
and history.



RENEW 167
September 2013

7

EXPLANATION OF GOD:
Danny Dutton

This explanation of God was written by an 8
yearold named Danny Dutton, who lives in
Chula Vista, CA. He wrote it for his third grade
homework assignment, to 'explain God.' I wonder
if any of us could have done as well? (and he had
such an assignment, in California , and someone
published it, I guess miracles do happen!)

'One of God's main jobs is making people. He
makes them to replace the ones that die, so there
will be enough people to take care of things on
earth. He doesn't make grownups, just babies. I
think because they are smaller and easier to
make. That way he doesn't have to take up his
valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. He
can just leave that to mothers and fathers.'

'God's second most important job is listening to
prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, since some
people, like preachers and things, pray at times
beside bedtime. God doesn't have time to listen
to the radio or TV because of this. Because he
hears everything, there must be a terrible lot of
noise in his ears, unless he has thought of a way
to turn it off.'

'God sees everything and hears everything and is
everywhere which keeps Him pretty busy. So you
shouldn't go wasting his time by going over your
mom and dad's head asking for something they
said you couldn't have.'

'Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I
don't think there are any in Chula Vista . At least
there aren't any who come to our church.'

'Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard
work, like walking on water and performing
miracles and trying to teach the people who
didn't want to learn about God. They finally got
tired of him preaching to them and they crucified
him. But he was good and kind, like his father,
and he told his father that they didn't know what

they were doing and to forgive them and God
said O.K.'

'His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had
done and all his hard work on earth so he told
him he didn't have to go out on the road anymore.
He could stay in heaven. So he did. And now he
helps his dad out by listening to prayers and
seeing things which are important for God to take
care of and which ones he can take care of
himself without having to bother God. Like a
secretary, only more important.'

'You can pray anytime you want and they are sure
to help you because they got it worked out so one
of them is on duty all the time.'

'You should always go to church on Sunday
because it makes God happy, and if there's
anybody you want to make happy, it's God!

Don't skip church to do something you think will
be more fun like going to the beach. This is
wrong. And besides the sun doesn't come out at
the beach until noon anyway.'

'If you don't believe in God, besides being an
atheist, you will be very lonely, because your
parents can't go everywhere with you, like to
camp, but God can. It is good to know He's
around you when you're scared, in the dark or
when you can't swim and you get thrown into
real deep water by big kids.'

'But...you shouldn't just always think of what
God can do for you. I figure God put me here and
he can take me back anytime he pleases.

And...that's why I believe in God.'

(If you believe in God, please pass this on, and
may God bless you too.) Have an awesome day,
and know that someone has thought about you

violence against women was also discussed in some
depth, as were sexual abuse of children, and inhuman
or degrading treatment and punishment.

Wednesday morning was taken up with an open
meeting of Committee on Democracy, Social
Cohesion and Global Challenges. There were
some 80100 delegates present, hearing
presentations about the present situation in places
such as Tunisia, Turkey and Syria, about regard
being paid to human rights as climate change is
addressed, with an address by the Rt Hon Jeffrey
Donaldson PC, MP, member of the parliamentary
assembly of the Council of Europe on good
governance or large metropolises. The afternoon
and evening was free.

Thursday was given over to a plenary session

with some 180200 delegates present. There
was discussion of various aspects of the work of
member organisations, the involvement of young
people and the voluntary sector (NGOs) in the
political process in various countries (Sweden,
Ukraine, Montenegro and UK for example),
future events, approving resolutions proposed by
the three committees which had met in the
preceding days, the working of the Conference of
INGOs and its collaboration with the institutions
of the Council of Europe.

A huge quantity of paper in French and English
was produced, revision after revision in many
cases; there was lots of jargon. This was a
stimulating experience and a privilege to be an
alternative Catholic voice to the hierarchy at one
of the important political institutions in Europe.
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International Federation for a Renewed Catholic Ministry
Executive Committee Meeting, Mahwah NJ, Friday 31 May 2013

Opening Remarks by the President
Carnival's over!

The role of the papacy post Vatican II

It would be delightful if it were true that the new
bishop of Rome had indeed told the papal master
of ceremonies, when offered the velvet and
ermine mozetta to wear immediately after being
elected earlier this year, “Carnival's over – you
put it on!”. He may have put it more politely but
the gesture itself was eloquent whatever he said.
Things are going to change, perhaps if only
because we shall never have another pope
ordained before the Second Vatican Council.

I am reminded of another papal remark, this time
to Bishop Remi de Roo, recounted in his
memoirs, who pressed the soon to be sainted
Polish pope at the lunch table about the need to
provide presbyters to ensure Eucharist for the
people, “Deus providebit!” (“God will provide!”)
he roared, banging the table, totally ignoring the
fact that he was the instrument effectively
appointed by God to make the necessary change
and effect the provision.

It was the summer of 1968 that I abandoned
studies for ordination after the then bishop of
Rome, autocratically and disastrously for his own
credibility and that of the papacy, ignored the
commission he had set up to consider the matter
of birth regulation. “Nolite confidere in
principibus”, insists the psalmist, “Don’t rely on
the powerful!”. (Psalm 145 [146])

Since then I have not wanted to set foot in Rome,
although I have remained adamant that I on my
part would not sever communion with the
Apostolic See. It has been a long Exodus, lasting
at least fortyfive years, if we take the publication
of Humanae Vitae as the starting point, for those
of us enthused by the vision of the Church offered
us by the Fathers of the Second Vatican Council.

New Hope

This Easter we seem to have been offered some
hope. It remains to be seen yet whether the
Carnival, with all its distasteful and sometimes
even criminal distortions of Jesus' message, is
actually over. As has been recently pointed out
again by Garry Wills (Why Priests? A failed
tradition. [NY: Viking Penguin, 2013]), it is
surely on the following understandings that
Catholic ministry must be renewed:

 Jesus never claimed to be a priest – despite the
Letter to the Hebrews

 there were no priests in the early Church, but a

variety of ministries, elders and overseers

 our current Christian often dysfunctional cultic
priesthood with magical powers was a later
development

 the Church developed the Eucharist as we know
it from its origins in Jesus' table fellowship into
the 'Sacrifice of the Mass'

Let us in the International Federation for a
Renewed Catholic Ministry be clear what we feel
is needed:

 dismantling of clericalism. Much is being done
here by individual presbyters and bishops, not
least many of our married presbyters, but repeal
is essential of the canons which insist that lay
people cannot be involved in the governance of
the Church, that this is entirely a clerical
preserve. Only a small change is needed to canon
129 which states that sacred orders are required
for governance but that the laity can cooperate.

 admission of women to the clerical order, as
deacons, cardinals, presbyters and bishops (Canon
1024 [“Only a baptised man can validly receive
sacred ordination.”] must be corrected as wrong).

 the presbyterate, must be clearly understood as
servantleadership rather than governance, and
must be made available more widely, to married
men and to women. (I remain impressed with the
proposals made by the German missionary
Bishop Fritz Lobinger in his book Like his
Brothers and Sisters – ordaining community
leaders [NY: Crossroad, 1999] and urge us to see
how we can implement his proposed solutions.)

 lay ministry must be encouraged and not subject
to arbitrary control by unaccountable clerics

Until necessary changes are implemented, we must
in conscience flout church law on the canonical
principle that salus animarum suprema lex (Canon
1752). The challenge is to do this and yet remain in
communion. This is not so difficult in such a matter
as allowing the remarried divorced to receive the
Eucharist but becomes more painful when we insist
on ordinations to the episcopate without a pontifical
mandate (Canon 1013).

Disobedience

We must be inspired by luminous Christians such
as Jeanne d'Arc, Franz Jägerstätter and Mary
McKillop to mention only three, who in defiance
of ecclesiastical authority, involving even
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excommunication and death in some cases and
persecution by the ecclesiastical authorities in all,
kept their eyes on what they knew was right and
fought against or disobeyed lawful authority.

If I may be allowed a rather bathetic parallel
from my own life, prior to the Sexual Offences
Act of 1967 in the United Kingdom,
homosexuals who knew that the law was an ass
ignored its perverse and cruel provisions in the
search for personal fulfilment in rewarding
human relationships. I am proud to have been
one of those criminals, vindicated by subsequent
legal change. So too IFRCM must defiantly blaze
a trail in defying the law.

We can also bear in mind the courageous stand of
the Austrian Priester Initiative who have
defiantly insisted on the need for their 'Call to
Disobedience'. There is also the possibility that
the Leadership Conference of Women Religious
in the USA may also feel they are forced to take a
stand against misuse of clerical power. Perhaps
we should also seek to establish links with the
noncanonical Immaculate Heart Community,
born in 1970 out of the gross abuse of power by
the reptilian Cardinal McIntyre of Los Angeles.

Hans Küng has recently said (NCR 24 May 2013,
'The paradox of Pope Francis'):

Faced with a lack of impulse toward reform from
the top down, from the hierarchy, we must take the
offensive, pushing for reform from the bottom up.

If Pope Francis tackles reforms, he will find he has
the wide approval of people far beyond the
Catholic church. However, if he just lets things
continue as they are, without clearing the logjam
of reforms as now in the case of the Leadership
Conference of Women Religious, then the call of
“Time for outrage! Indignezvous!” will ring out
more and more in the Catholic church, provoking
reforms from the bottom up that will be
implemented without the approval of the hierarchy
and frequently even in spite of the hierarchy’s
attempts at circumvention. In the worst case  as I
already wrote before this papal election  the
Catholic church will experience a new ice age
instead of a spring, and run the risk of dwindling
into a barely relevant large sect.

Our task

Under Michaelita Quinn’s skilled guidance the
IFRCM will be seeking to clarify our objectives
and thus our strategies. We are aware that
numerous associations within the Catholic Church
are working for some of the same objectives as
ourselves. Let us continue our witness and seek to
make common cause with all those who believe
that a renewed ministry is needed in the Catholic
Church and is indeed being developed.

If Carnival is over, then Lent has begun, so let us
pray that the Spirit may be with us, poured out in
abundance and that we heed her call to serve,
willing to pay the price, confident in the hope
that Easter will follow.

A Council of All of Christendom?
Leonardo Boff

TheologianPhilosopher Earthcharter Commission

We have celebrated the 50th anniversay of the
death of Pope John XXIII (18811963), surely
the most important Pope of the XX Century. To
him is owed the renewal of the Catholic Church,
which attempted to define her place in the
modern world. On January 25, 1959, without
telling anyone, he declared to the astonished
Cardinals gathered in the Benedictine Abby of
Saint Paul, outside the city, that he was going to
call an Ecumenical Council. On his own he had
undertaken a critical analysis of the situation of
the world and of the Church, and had realized
that we were in a new historical phase: in the
modern world, with its science, technical
advances, liberties and rights. The Church had to
position herself positively within this emerging
reality. The attitude that existed then was one of
distrust and condemnation. The Pope understood
that this behavior was leading the Church
towards isolation, and a destructive stagnation.

He repeated the old saying: vox temporis vox Dei
(“the voice of the time is God's voice”). This does
not mean, he said,“that all in the world as it is now

is the word of God. It means that everything
carries a message of God, if it is good, we should
follow it, if it is bad, we should change it”.

Thus Vatican Council II took place in Rome
(19621965). The Pope opened it, but he died
before it ended, (1963). His spirit, however,
marked the whole event , with repercussions that
are felt to the present.

There were two principal themes: aggiornamento
and pastoral council. Aggiornamento means
saying yes to the new, yes to bringing the Church
uptodate, in terms of her language, her structure
and her form of presenting herself to the world.
Pastoral Council was intended to express an open
relationship with the people and with the world,
one of dialogue, of acceptance and fraternity.
Consequently there was nothing about
condemning modernity and the "Nouvelle
Théologie" as previously had been stridently
done. Instead of doctrines, there was dialogue,
mutual learning and interchange.
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In our country most cradle Catholics in their
younger days probably prayed to two or three
favourite saints and as they grew older added
another saint or two to their repertoire.

Did you ever hear of anybody praying to a pope,
miracles apart?

In March 2001, L’Osservatore Romano reported
that 233 Spanish martyrs were beatified ( from a
total of 1340 beatifications) by a Pontiff clearly
showing his prejudices. In the Spanish Civil War
atrocities were committed by both sides. Leaving
aside the history book, Victoria Hislop’s classic
novel, The Return, portrays poignantly the

catastrophic destruction of a family. According
to J. J. Norwich no fewer than 483 saints were
canonised by Pope John Paul II, more saints than
in the previous five centuries. To describe this
situation the author uses the word “berserk”.

Recently in both the secular and religious press
there has been discussion of two issues which are
quite separate: first, the propriety of an organisation
rewarding itself and secondly the selection process
for sainthood. A new definition of a saint should
take care of one and an improved vetting system the
other. Puzzlingly, the pontiff who later this year will
surely become a saint, rather than improving the
selection system, sabotaged it?

Perhaps this statement by John XXIII
summarizes his spirit: “The life of the Christian
is not a collection of antiquities. It is not about
visiting a museum or an academy of the past.
That, without doubt, can be useful —as is a visit
to an old monument— but it is not enough. To
live is to progress, drawing the best from the
practices and experiences of the past, to always
go forward on the path Our Lord is showing us”.

In fact, the Council brought the Church into the
modern world, participating in its avatars and its
accomplishments. The Church in Latin America
soon realized that the modern world not only
exists, but that there also exists an underworld of
which little had been spoken in the Council. In
Medellín (1969) and in Puebla (1979) it was
recognized that the mission of the Church in this
underworld of poverty and oppression had to be
promoting social justice and liberation.

50 years have now passed since the Council. The
world and underworld have changed a lot. New
challenges have appeared: economicfinancial
globalization and the consequent planetary
consciousness, the dissolution of the Soviet Empire,
new forms of social communication (Internet, social
networks and others) that have unified the world,
the erosion of biodiversity, an awareness of the
limits of the Earth and the possibility of the
extermination of the human species, and with it, the
extinction of the human planetary project.

We cannot address this new and threatening
reality within the categories of Vatican Council

II. Everything points to the need for a new
Ecumenical Council. Now it is not about calling
in only the bishops of the Catholic Church. With
the dangers we will have to face, all of
Christendom, with its Churches, is threatened. If
we want to save the life of the planet, we need to
take seriously the alliance between the Churches,
religions, and technoscience, proposed by the
great biologist E. Wilson. (cf. The Creation: An
Appeal to Save Life on Earth, [La creación,
Salvemos la vida en la Tierra, 2006]). How can
the religious forces contribute so that we may
still have a future? Everything is premised on the
survival of life on Earth. Otherwise, everything
disappears and nothing makes sense. Christians
must forget their differences and their polemics,
and unite for this lifesaving mission.

Pope Francis has the capacity to bring together
all Christian expressions, men and women,
backed by learned persons of renown, including
the nonreligious, to identify the type of
collaboration we can offer, in line with the new
consciousness of respect, veneration, of caring
for all ecosystems, compassion, solidarity,
shared sobriety and responsibility without
restrictions, because we all are interdependent.

With his way of being and thinking, Pope Francis
awakens in all of us the cordial, sensible and
spiritual reason. Together with the intellectual
reason, we will protect and care, care for and love
this unique Common House that the universe and
God have bestowed on us. Only in this way will
we guarantee our continued presence on the Earth.

Saints and Popes
Terry Swales
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You are the work of God
St Irenaeus

LETTERS
Catholics for a Changing Church
Contents Letter to Pope Francis

Visit the CCC Members’ area.

21 June 2013

Dear CCC Member
Letter to Pope Francis

The US writer and broadcaster Robert Blair
Kaiser has a new initiative which we would
encourage CCC members to examine and
perhaps consider supporting:

http://catholicchurchreform.com/home.html. The
website begins "Welcome to the online global
community of people supporting Catholic Church
Reform". Pope Francis has brought a breath of
fresh air to the Roman Church. And he is
rekindling the hopes of millions of Catholics and
nonCatholics alike who had felt increasingly
discouraged and alienated from the Church in the
past. For decades, reform groups globally have
been working to promote some aspect of Church
reform, but in the recent past many have felt
increasingly discouraged and alienated from a
Church that has been unwilling to change. But
now that Pope Francis has brought to Rome a
new, positive spirit of openness, he has rekindled
our hopes for change on many fronts. Our
mission is to gather all of this energy and focus
our communal love for the Church and passion
for reform on a single cause: urging Pope Francis
and his council of eight cardinals to decentralize
the Church and encourage the People of God in
each diocese throughout the world to elect their
own bishops. We think this step is essential
before the Church can turn to more specific
reform issues. Electing our own bishops will
make for a new, more vibrant, Church in which

the people of God – led by the clerical, religious,
and lay leaders – will have a voice in what
Vatican II declared was our Church. With
movement from the bottom up, the Church will
be more welcoming to those outside its doors.
Whether you are an active Catholic, a former
Catholic, or a nonCatholic, if your respect for
the Church would be enhanced by a
decentralized Catholic Church, we invite you to
be a part of our online community.

PLEASE JOIN US IN OUR PLEA TO POPE
FRANCIS URGING HIM TO INVITE ALL
CATHOLICS GLOBALLY, IN UNITY WITH
THE LOCAL CLERGY, TO ELECT OUR OWN
BISHOPS.

Click here to sign our letter. Visit the CCC
members’ area. We have begun to build a private
area on www.ccc4vat2.org.uk especially for
members and would like you to click here and
register. You will not be able to see the members’
area immediately because I need to ‘upgrade’
your registration to ‘CCC Member’. This should
not take more than 24 hours. You will see that the
area already has some PDFs of some of the CCC
pamphlets, previews of articles for the next
‘Renew’ and information about the AGM. We
also plan to let members know news from the
Executive Committee and about our networking
with other organisations. We would also like
your ideas about what you would like to see in
the area. If you encounter any problems please e
mail me at ccc4vat2@btinternet.com

With all good wishes,

Valerie

Valerie J Stroud CCC Chairman

Since you are the work of God, wait patiently for
the hand of your Artist, who does all things at the
right time. Present to him a supple and docile
heart, and keep the form that this Artist gave you,
having in yourself the water that comes from him
and without which you would become hard and
would reject the imprint of his fingers.

By letting yourself be formed by him, you will
rise to perfection, for through this art of God, the
clay that is in you will be hidden; his hand
created your substance…. But if you become
hard and push away his art and show that you are
discontent with the fact that he made you a

human being, by your ingratitude towards God
you will have rejected not only his art but life
itself; for it is the very nature of God’s goodness
to form, and to be formed is the very nature of
being human.

Thus, if you give yourself to him by giving him
your faith in him and your submission, you will
receive the benefit of his art and you will be
God’s perfect work. If on the contrary, you resist
him and if you flee from his hands, the cause of
your incompleteness will be in yourself who did
not obey, and not in him…..
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The Changing of a Light Bulb

Charismatic: Only one. Hands already in the air.

Pentecostals: Ten. One to change the bulb, and
nine to pray against the spirit of darkness.
Presbyterians: None. Lights will go on and off at
predestined times.

Roman Catholic: None. Candles only.

Baptists: At least 15. One to change the light
bulb, and three committees to approve the change
and decide who brings the potato salad.

Episcopalians: Three. One to call the electrician,
one to mix the drinks and one to talk about how
much better the old one was.

Mormons: Five. One man to change the bulb,
and four wives to tell him how to do it.

Unitarians: We choose not to make a statement
either in favour of or against the need for a light
bulb. However, if in your own journey you have

found that light bulbs work for you, that is fine.
You are invited to write a poem or compose a
modern dance about your light bulb for the next
Sunday service, in which we will explore a
number of light bulb traditions including
incandescent, fluorescent, threeway, longlife
and tinted, all of which are equally valid paths to
luminescence.

Methodists: Undetermined. Whether your light is
bright, dull, or completely out, you are loved.
You can be a light bulb, turnip bulb, or tulip bulb.
Churchwide lighting service is planned for
Sunday. Bring bulb of your choice and a covered
dish.

Nazarene: Six. One woman to replace the bulb
while five men review church lighting policy.

Lutherans: None. Lutherans don't believe in
change.

Amish: What's a light bulb?

Look at him!
Look not at his divinity,

But look, rather, at his freedom.
Look not at the exaggerated tales of his power,

But look, rather, at his infinite capacity to
give himself away.
Look not at the firstcentury mythology that
surrounds him,
But look, rather, at his courage to be,

His ability to live,
The contagious quality of his love.

Stop your frantic search!
Be still and know that this is God:

This love,
This freedom,

This life,
This being;

And when you are accepted,
Accept yourself;

When you are forgiven,
Forgive yourself;

When you are loved,
Love yourself.

Grasp the Christpower
And dare to be yourself!

POEMS

How Many Church Members Does it Take to Change A Light Bulb?

By John S. Spong
In my attempt to separate the essence of the Christ from the interpretive
creeds, doctrines, and dogmas of the Church, this poem has been the
basis for my studies and spiritual journey for the last thirty years.
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BOOKS
Reviewed by
Kevin Dean

An Irish Reader in Moral Theology
Medical and Bio Ethics
Eds. Enda McDonagh & Vincent McNamara)

To appreciate the
importance of this four
volume series from Irish

moral theologians it is necessary
to place them in the history of
their discipline. “Rome has
spoken, obey!” may summarise
the situation from Trent to
Vatican I. Gaudium et Spes (Vat
II 1965) notes that while “ The

Church safeguards the deposit of God’s word..it
does not always have a ready answer to
individual questions, and it wishes to combine
the light of revelation with the experience of
everyone”. Optatam Totius enjoins: “Special
attention should be given to the improvement of
moral theology ...nourished more by the teaching
of scripture...”. So the old text books were
thrown out to be replaced by prescriptions from
Rome, often the work of theologians who were
not trained in moral theology working in the
tradition of the old manuals and from whose
dictates there was no court of appeal. Some
moral theologians, following the prescriptions of
the Council, set to work to improve things. These
included such names as Bernard Haring, Richard
McCormick and Charles Curran in the U.S., John
Mahoney, S.J. and Kevin Kelly in England, Enda
McDonagh in Ireland. They were condemned or
ignored and sidelined by the Roman authorities
and classed as dissenters from the Church’s
teaching. Most moral theologians now accept the
tradition of Vatican II and it is to this that the
contributors of this series belong, offering a
splendid contribution to the celebration of the
fiftieth anniversary of Vatican II.

The volume reviewed briefly here is number 3 of
the four volume set. The others are: volume I
Foundations, volume II Sex Marriage and the
Family, volume IV (Forthcoming) Christian
Social Teaching.

The 21 contributors of volume III range from
veterans of the post conciliar years, such as
Enda McDonagh ( whose name as coeditor
assures the quality of the writing) to younger
theologians, with the most welcome inclusion of
nine women bringing their insights to our
tradition and whose presence would have been
unthinkable fifty years ago.

A complete review of the 30 essays is clearly
not possible here. Chosen as an example is the
work of Ann Marie Mealey, senior lecturer in
moral theology at Leeds Trinity University
College. In her 2009 essay, “The Bioethical
Conscience” she distinguished the informed
from the infantile conscience which is described
as submission out of fear of an institution or an
authority figure. In addressing the problem of
decision making in a very technical area such as
genetics she stresses the need to reflect in a
deep and meaningful way on the traditional
wisdom of one’s community. To consult those
with information and to make the decisions
required from the present stage of one’s
personal growth which might cause one to call
into question the views of those in authority.

In 2010 engaging specifically with the CDF’s
instruction on bioethics, Dignitas Personae,
Mealey notes that for the most part its
conclusions are based on an old tradition of
natural law as the order of nature rather than the
personalist approach adopted by the second
Vatican council and most moral theologians
writing today. One might wish to hide behind this
authoritative document and avoid the
disapproval of superiors or one might feel a sense
of responsibility to use one’s Godgiven
intelligence and take into account our own state
of knowledge, experience and circumstances.
Thus the author finds that in the document’s
condemnation of embryonic research there is no
mention of the potential social injustices that
might accompany such activity but simply the
interfering with nature that is involved. The
document does allow alternatives to embryonic
research and it raises serious questions such as
the mentality of those who would produce ‘super
people’ and contrast them with less perfect
mortals, the disabled, the elderly. The popular
media may exaggerate the possible benefits of
such research which to date has not lived up to
expectation, but it is the Church’s duty not
simply to condemn but to study carefully the
progress of research and its possible benefits.
There is also the question of whether the vast
sums of money devoted to it might be better
spent or shared in alleviating poverty and its
causes which result in so many of the world’s
present problems.

An Irish Reader in Moral Theology Medical and Bio Ethics (The Columba Press. 2013.
Eds. Enda McDonagh & Vincent McNamara)
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The cover of this book carries
a photograph which aptly
illustrates the subject of Paul

Collins’s concerns. It is of an oil
soaked pelican, victim of the Gulf
of Mexico oil spill, giving few
signs of going to survive. The
inside front page carries a
disturbing quotation from the Book
of Revelation: “God’s anger has

come, and the day for judging…and for destroying
those who destroy the earth.” This is a sombre yet
hopeful book. It seeks a theology for the defence of
our fragile ecology and for saving ourselves in the
midst of that struggle.

Collins avails of the thought of Thomas Berry to
set down the broader context of his search for a
theology of ecological responsibility. Collins says,
following Berry, that the key role of religion is to
provide us with an interpretive pattern, a grid that
will aid us in making sense of ourselves, our world
and the cosmos. We need a hermeneutic which can
help us understand what we are and what we are
doing. Continuing with Berry: contemporary
religion has failed us. There are three key elements
which compose our present historical moment: the
devastation of the earth; the incompetence of
religion and culture to deal with the devastation;
and the rise of a new ecological vision of the
universe. This last has not arisen from Christianity,
rather from outside, from the secular world and its
secular defenders. Collins quotes Berry: “The
greatest failure of Christianity in the total course
of its history is its inability to deal with the
devastation of the planet.” He points to the sad
irony of Christian sensitivity to suicide, homicide
and genocide with a corresponding blindness to
biocide and geocide. We have no morality or
ethics to deal with them.

There is a dark side of biblical religion, says
Berry. There is an inherent tendency in biblical
religion toward alienation from the natural world.
Many might dispute that broad generalisation. I
am thinking of Ed Echlin, Sean Frayne, Sean
McDonagh, and Celia DeaneDrummond. But
Berry will answer that Christianity is a historical
religion. The western Christian tradition has a
linear notion of history, in contrast to the cyclical
one characteristic of the other great religions. It
suffers from historical amnesia by which the
focus is on salvation history and the history of
the church. There is no awareness to speak of
regarding the broader history of the world.

Despite my great respect for the author and liking
the book he has written, I had to do a double take
upon reading his very first paragraph. Collins
claims that the Vatican is the first entirely carbon
neutral state on earth. I know it sounds

uncharitable but is it not true that the Vatican has
bought a set of environmental indulgences which
allow it to continue unchanged in its opulent life
style. It has installed solar panels and has bought
a forest in Eastern Europe which offsets the
carbon dioxide produced by the Vatican.

The title of the first chapter of Collins’s unsettling
book is, “Cursed”. In his opinion, those of us
whose lives have spanned the seven decades since
the Second World War will be a cursed and
despised generation. Our grandchildren will
bemoan our memory as a generation who never
before has so exploited, damaged and degraded
the earth to the extent that we have.

In Part II of his book Paul Collins zeroes in on The
Facts. He focuses principally on two areas:
Warming and Population. Both need to be taken
seriously and both are neglected and/or denied as
challenges in many sectors of society. Global
warming is an issue which the big transnational
energy corporations would like to deny or evade. It
is easy to push out of our awareness the fact that
whole nations could be under water by the end of
the century. The Pacific island nation of Tuvalu,
former British colony, has its highest point at 4.5
metres above sea level. Bangladesh could lose up to
60% of its land due to rising sea levels. Global
warming is a reality and has been for centuries. But
what is alarming is the role that human civilisations
have played in that phenomenon, especially since
the beginning of the industrial age (ca. 1770).
Indeed nearly ¾ of the human driven rise in CO2
concentration has occurred since 1950; half of that
rise in the last 30 years!

Our author draws our attention to the Arctic
region as more important as a key driver of
global climate systems. He quotes George
Monbiot of The Guardian: “As the ice disappears
the region becomes darker, which means it
absorbs more heat… The extra warming caused
by disappearing sea ice penetrates 1500 km
inland, covering almost the entire region of
continuous permafrost. Arctic permafrost
contains twice as much carbon as the entire
global atmosphere”. If the permafrost is set free
from below the surface, global warming would
accelerate immeasurably.

Persons like me tend to be pessimistic due to the
tremendous energy of the prevailing economic
systemic model which derives its life blood from
the exploitation of the Earth.

At the core of the system which dominates the
way you and I live there are five components:

1. Plunder and devastation of the Earth for its
wealth to be appropriated by the owners of capital.

Judgment Day: The Struggle for Life on Earth
Paul Collins

Reviewed by
Frank Regan
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2. Uneven distribution of the wealth, thus
creating divisions of class, gender, race and
culture… the rise of the ‘isms’.

3. Expanding militarism: the US of North
America aspires to a “full spectrum domination”
of the globe. Witness the recent agreement with
the Australian government to station more than
2000 US military personnel in Northern
Australia. There are 12,000 US military
personnel stationed in this country.

4. Financialisation: the last fifty years have seen the
rise of the financialisation of our economies. This has
promoted certain exuberance among the elites who
know nothing of the effects their lifestyle has on the
other 99%. For them it is a ‘belle époque’.

5. Deformed humanity: on the one hand, death,
disease, scarcity and war; on the other, hubris,
exploitation, warmongering, dysfunctionality.

October 31, 2011 was the day calculated by the
United Nations that world population reached 7
billion. It took humanity all of its history up to
the 19th century to reach 1 billion. By 1999 we
were 6 billion. Every day our population grows
by 200,000; 6 million per month. The question of
population control is a delicate one for
Christians. Most feel that they must accept the
children whom God sends. In addition, many
Christians live in poverty and want more children
to be able to support the future generations. The
Catholic Church insists on the sinfulness of
artificial population control.

It becomes complicated because professional
opinions differ as to what the future human
numbers will be. If we take the more benign
figure of 9 billion as the topmost figure that
numbers will reach, we still have the question of
human demand on resources. In the developed
world and in the world developing at a faster
pace, the question of lifestyle has become all
important. With the rise of India and China, not
to mention Brazil and Russia, the strain on
natural resources is every day more intense. To
take only one example, demand for red meat has
never been greater. More than half the rain forest
lost each year is due to cattle ranging.

For the first time in history our traditional
anthropology by which we see all of nature in
function of the human species, is empty of
meaning. Man dominates the entire natural
world, to do with as he pleases. The human right
to reproduce and to dominate and exploit the
planet must be questioned. The human species
has become an enemy of nature, and nature is
rebelling. The human species cannot go on
destroying the rain forest, cutting down trees,
exterminating species by the thousands and not
expect a reaction in the form of flash flooding,
drought, desertification, methane poisoning, heat
waves, more intense tropical storms etc.

Thomas Aquinas has said that the world and its
species are icons of God. To destroy an icon is to
cut off contact with God through that icon. In
effect we have desecrated the creation which has
been entrusted to us. For Paul Collins we face the
moral task of balancing human reproductive
rights and the rights of other species and
ecological systems to exist and flourish.

Catholic thinking, says Collins, a Catholic priest
himself, is inadequate since it has centred on the
issue of contraception to the detriment of other
central issues, e.g. equity for the earth and for the
poor of the earth. There is a saying among many
African tribes that it takes a village to raise a
child. We live today in a global village, in a
globalised world dominated by powers
determined to control natural resources vital to
their needs. As Christians we are to ask ourselves
can we be responsible not only to our local
community in the area of population size but also
help to elaborate a global ethic regarding
population flourishing and control. The right to
reproduce is no longer a personal attribute; it is
also a social responsibility. The context is no
longer the needs of the family but the good of
society as a whole. The child needs a space
where she can grow into a healthy adult. The
mother needs a space where she can find
fulfilment and safety and where she can, along
with her partner, tend to the needs of the child.

Christianity must bear a major part of the blame
for our ecologically disastrous era. Descartes laid
the foundations of a mechanistic view of
creation. For him Man was rational, skilled in
abstract reasoning and capable of building a
human civilisation. Calvinism proved to be the
crucible from which poured industrial capitalism.
Neither traditional Catholicism nor the new
Reformation churches read the Bible in a
creationcentred way. To do so would have been
to risk falling into pagan idolatry.

Collins next turns his attention to our reading of
Sacred Scripture. He gives a remarkable re
reading of the first chapters of Genesis which
will reward careful consideration. He tells us that
in the bible there are basically three grand
narratives: about God, about humankind and
about the earth. The earth was there from the
start, formless void and darkness. God appeared
and gave shape, form and life to the earth. The
word ‘appeared’ is used both of God and earth. In
that sense, the earth is a theophany, a
manifestation of God. The Sabbath rest gives us
the opportunity to reflect upon that profound
reality. Collins quotes Moltmann referring to
Christians as joyful that God’s creation is
inviolable and that they belong to a grand
fellowship of creation. Those of us who live in a
Sunday trading culture badly need that Sabbath
time to reflect and pray.
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Astonishingly this fascinating
book had been lying on one
of my shelves for years

before I discovered it again.
Although a bit outdated now, it is
still rather relevant to the Church
and its problems today. The
American author, while directing his
enquiry mainly at his own church,
also frequently cites the situation in

Europe, pointing out similarities and differences. The
author divides his material roughly into two sections:
first the challenges facing the Church and then the
responses to them.

The challenges may be summed up as follows: a)
the Secularist assault on Christianity, b) religious
illiteracy among young Catholics, c) theological
divisions within the Church, d) the clerical abuse
scandal, e) the acute shortage of priests, f) male
clericalism in the Church, g) the crisis of
authority and identity, and h) the challenge of
pluralism in society today. When examining the
various responses to these challenges, the author
places his discussion within the context of the
shortage of priests which he considers to be the
collective symbol of all other challenges. He
points out the pros and cons of the various
current responses by Church leaders which deal
mainly with the issues of: a) amalgamation and
closure of parishes, b) the “overloading” of
priests, c) the loss of the celebration of the
Eucharist in many parishes, and d) lay
involvement in the life of the Church. Bausch
attacks what he calls “stop gap solutions” that
blur the distinction between the calling of the
laity and the function of the ordained priesthood.
For example, if a priest is absent for a long time
from his parish, the community loses sight of the
necessary charism of ordained leadership and

presider of the Eucharist. While it is well and
good to expand the collaboration of the laity and
put on a wonderful Liturgy of the Word, it is no
substitute for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. For the
author, collaboration should be along with, not
instead of the clergy.

He also draws an important conclusion, namely,
that only by ordaining key lay leaders  whether
single or married  will the crisis of the shortage
of priests be resolved. He cannot stress enough
the primacy of the Eucharist over the discipline
of priestly celibacy. Priests, he states, should be
allowed to be single or married, fulltime or part
time, depending on the needs of the local church.
While celibacy is a valued charism, its
importance ought not to be exaggerated and it
should not be imposed on everyone. Turning to
society at large, Bausch declares that “all
statistics show that Christian Europe is no longer
really Christian”. In fact it is “the only secular
continent in the world”. At the same time,
however, he gives plenty of examples showing a
remarkable revival of spirituality and religion
everywhere in the West. Religion will never
disappear, he stresses, because it is part of being
human, and humans will never cease seeking
what lies beyond this life. Moreover, the
Catholic Church has always displayed a
remarkable capacity for renewing itself. This
renewal is always centred on the power and
mystery of the Eucharist and other Sacraments
where we meet and experience the presence of
the Lord who is the source of our spiritual
nourishment. The author concludes that the
Church should be viewed less as an institution
and more as a family of brothers and sisters in
Christ. Like the early Christians, we should love
and care for one another, as well as for those
outside our community of believers.

Brave New Church (from Turmoil to Trust)
William J. Bausch

Reviewed by
Joe Seferta

Paul Collins, Judgment Day: The Struggle for Life on Earth, Orbis Books, 2011, 289pp, £14.99 (available from Alban Books).

William J. Bausch, Brave New Church: from Turmoil to Trust, TwentyThird Publications, Mystic, U.S.A., 2001, 300 pp, £16.99.

Readers of Renew no doubt meditate upon how
our concerns about the planet and the poor of the
earth relate to our worship. It is not enough to
have a spirituality which throws light on how we
are to live in the Spirit. We also need a prayerful
and committed corporeality and materiality
which are translucent of the God alive in each of
us. In the Eucharist, for example, we place
material substances, food and drink, upon the
altar. Materially, that is, economically and
politically, they remind us that not everyone will
be permitted to come to the table. They do not
belong to our global economy. Rather they are its
victims. They are the landless poor, the
dispossessed by developers, the refugees of
ecological destruction etc. Our Faith and the

memory which brings us together, relate those
substances into the corporeality of the crucified
and risen Christ, into the Body of Christ which
we are, into the new creation whose promise of
fulfilment we await. We cannot celebrate the
Eucharist without a holistic vision of a creation
which sustains the Eucharist because it produces
the food and drink which are changed into the
risen Christ, new humanity and new creation.

Paul Collins has rendered the Christian
community a great service. His book will serve to
sustain us in our struggles to make of earth a
place where the human community can flourish
and thus reflect the glory of God, which is the
earth and the human community fully alive.
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How Survivors of Abuse Relate to God
Susan Shooter

Reviewed by
Frank Regan

Susan Shooter is an Anglican
priest of the Diocese of
Rochester with an M A in

Theological Studies. She wants to
trace the elaboration of “The
Authentic Spirituality of the
Annihilated Soul”. She writes
academically, yet movingly. She
relates her experience of
accompanying nine women

survivors of sexual abuse. Though her format is
academic, she lets the victims speak for
themselves. The reader cannot but admire the
courage and faith of those women and be thankful
that we are beginning to get some kind of grasp of
a sad human situation and of the persons who
must live that situation. Not only have the women
survived the abuse they suffered but some have
survived abusive therapies which only enmired
them more in their pain. (Of course, we cannot
forget the abusers. We do not know, any more than
they do, why they did what they did. Along with
the women who still struggle with forgiveness, we
can only reflect on our own weakness and
vulnerability, refrain from judgment and lament
our common wounded humanity.)

The late much loved Bishop Benny Tudtud of
Philippines lived by the principle that in entering
into someone’s story we are treading on sacred
ground and so must remove our shoes. The
utmost respect and reverence are required.
Shooter is appropriately delicate, even reticent, to
hand over to us the stories and souls of these
women as we partake of their searing narratives.
Story is what makes us unique and identifies us.
The Gospel is the story of a human life taken,
blessed, broken and given. The women have
graciously shared with us the, could I say,
Eucharist of their stories, stories of bodies taken
and broken, of souls almost destroyed and of
persons transformed and transfigured in the
Resurrection. Not all of the stories are of clerical
sexual abuse. Some started in the home with
neglect, violence and incest. The school too was
a place where violence was a frequent event. For
a few, rape was the obstacle to be overcome.

This is a book which will make us look again at
what we understand as Spirituality. Here it is far
from the moments of relaxed prayer and
reflection which you and I might enjoy and
benefit from. Spirituality is derived from the
experience of ‘walking the walk’ and the women
have walked through fire, have shed numerous
tears and have wrestled with God. For them their
Spirituality has become an energy and inspiration
which at the end of a long and painful process
has brought them out of depths of despair to new
spaces where they have become Christian

ministers in many different ways.

The Churches have been of almost zero
assistance. Their silence and coverup have been
obdurate; resistance to take responsibility has
been stubborn; and their reluctance to provide
recompense has dragged it through ugly court
cases. In some instances their pastoral practice
has been abusive and evasive. They say “we must
forgive and forget”. The Rev Shooter points out
that ‘forgive and forget’ is not biblical. It is from
King Lear. It is not obligatory to forgive the
unforgivable. That is a graced gift of God. The
Church must first beg forgiveness and show
repentance for reconciliation to begin its long
walk. False notions of forgiveness have led to
grave injustices and immense harm to the
victims’ souls.

The author recounts how in the course of therapy,
storytelling and painsharing the journeyers enter
a stage the author calls “transformation”. This
involved a transformation of self, spiritual
awakening and a slow metamorphosis of pain
and evil into good. It was an uphill slog
punctuated by thoughts of suicide and self
harming.

One of the women reported feelings of intense
anger with God. A second wanted God out of her
life. Accompaniment by therapist and friends was
essential. With time and much support the
women experienced a renewal of faith, a
discovery that God loved them no matter what
and from the experience of God’s love came a
conviction of selfworth.

God became an essential component of their
Calvary. One woman could say to God that if she
got through it God could have what was left.
Another said that there was no going back to the
old ways of thinking and feeling. Still another
gave testimony of a God who nurtured her from
being a dependent child to being an adult able to
face a past impossible to change and begin
building a future in which something new could
happen.

It is interesting that none of them got stuck into
thinking that their suffering was part of God’s
plan. Rather, something evil had occurred. With
God something good could come of it. Nor was it
God’s will that Jesus died on the cross. But from
that traumatic deed healing flowed for everyone.

Shooter gives us an excellent chapter on how her
clients learned to read Scripture in a different
way. One particularly challenging passage was
from Philippians 2 which treats of the Kenosis of
Jesus. One could misread it to justify bullying
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In the Beginning Was the Spirit
Diarmuid O’Murchu

Reviewed by

Frank Regan

This is a book to wrestle
with. Diarmuid O’Murchu
is an explorer of newly

opening theological and scientific
terrain. One can foresee, or
suspect, that the usual bifurcation
secular/sacred is giving way to a
new synthesis in which the
scientific and the theological, like
justice and peace in the psalm,

are going to meet, embrace and kiss. This will
mean the displacement of a paternal hierarchic
Creator God by the discovery of the Spirit as the
God of creation. The Spirit imbues everything
with life, energy, cohesion and meaning. In brief,
our author seeks to limn a Pneumatology for
Today. That Pneumatology derives not from the
Personcentred Trinity of western theology.
Rather, it derives from the Spirit intuited by pre
Christian indigenous religion, the Earth Spirit.

That may cause the reader to tremble in his/her
theological ‘wellies’. The Spirit O’Murchu wants
to talk about is intimately involved in Creation.
She is found in immanence, not in the spheres
above the heavens controlling every movement.
He cites Thomas Berry as saying that creation is
the primary revelation of God for us. He
challenges our implicit vision of God as person.
He follows Gordon D. Kaufman who says that
God is activity rather than person. We do not
need a personal God, he says. The creativity in
nature is God enough. I hear an echo of
Hopkins’s “the world is charged with the
grandeur, the creativity, of God”. Our author
wants to speculate less about the nature of God
and instead contemplate the revelation of the
Holy Mystery of creation’s own sacredness. The

Creation is God’s own temple, sanctuary,
tabernacle and body. The Spirit of Christ dwells
within, imbuing with life everything created.
Another writer, Gloria Schaab, writes of God
revealed as continuously creative, an immanent
source of cosmic creativity.

The above paragraph should be enough to
provoke culture shock. We are called to a
metaphorical shift in our understanding of God.
Basically, it is a shift from God who exercises
power to a God who is energy. That energy flows
throughout creation. It is not a power from above.
In a manner of speaking (or of praying) we no
longer say Our Father who art in heaven, but
perhaps Our Mother who art in earth. I
know…shocking.

That metaphorical shift can move us to a
different point of view in which we encounter not
a controlling, judgmental God but rather Holy
Mystery which infuses everything with beauty
and grace. Our role is to participate, to nurture, to
care and to celebrate. Such a vision can move us
away from our anthropocentrism. We are not the
masters of the universe. We are here to seek the
Wisdom which moves us to give delight to God.

Science need not contradict the mystical quest.
For the last one hundred years we have been
wrestling with Quantum theory, a theory that
Einstein could barely accept. The reality we are
familiar with is a rational reality, one in which
cause causes an effect which is explained by its
cause. There is a rational chain which can be
traced back to a first cause.

Susan Shooter, How Survivors of Abuse Relate to God, Ashgate, 2013, npg.

and negative forms of selfabasement as being
part of the experience of selfemptying, of
erasing of the self. It was a long journey to a
reading which permitted the women to recognise
in Jesus an attitude of selfemptying in relation to
God and selfhumbling in relation to humanity.
He would not grasp at having power but rather
empowered others. The cross becomes a tool for
liberation, not an instrument of torture. God did
not want his child to die. God took that death and
from it brought forth new transformed life and
new transfigured humanity.

Shooter raises some valuable questions regarding
the value of the experience of the victims for
others in the Church who are going through a
similar ‘valley of gloom’. Victim Sarah says that
the Church is for healing a broken world. The

author also raises questions about the pastors. Do
they know anything of the world of the victims,
their feelings, their desolation, their isolation etc?
If they have not walked their own wasteland, can
they walk barefooted the wasteland of others?

This is a book to be read and reflected upon. The
stories it relates are only a few. There are
thousands of victims whose narratives have fallen
on deaf ears. Susan Shooter has performed a
great service to the Church. Every chapter will
reward the reader with new information and
insight regarding a little known community of
sufferers in our midst.

The value of the book is enhanced by a
bibliography and Indexes of Authors, Subject and
Scripture.
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Francis, Bishop of Rome,
Michael Collins

Reviewed by
Simon BrydenBrook

This very short book gives
the impression of having
been thrown together very

quickly to meet a need for
information about the background
of the successor to Benedict XVI.
It certainly provides more personal
and family information than has so
far been given in the press and on
the web, but as Mark Dowd’s

recent researches in Argentina have shown some
questions remain unanswered. (The Tablet 13 April
and his 28 minute radio documentary the same day
and on BBC world service on Sunday 14 April).

We know he is not the flavour of the month
among his Jesuit brethren and Michael Collins, a
Dublin priest, gives some account of why this
might be without satisfying all doubts. His
dealings with two priests, accused of sexual
crimes are examined and it seems that he cannot
be blamed for his actions. They were from
dioceses other than his own in fact. We learn that
he consults and listens, two characteristics which
many of us applaud, but he is also forthright and
makes his own decisions.

In such a sketchy account we cannot expect a
rounded picture and it is far too early in this
pontificate to make judgements. His dealings for
example with the Leadership Conference of
Women Religious in the USA is an ongoing
saga, but if Collins is right in his assessment of
the man, he will want to find a solution to the
enquiries initiated by his predecessor that leaves
the sisters with their integrity.

The book has been very poorly edited. Spelling
errors proliferate towards the end of the book and
the historical account is sometimes disjointed. It
is also clear that he is using some primary source
texts which have not been translated into English
very well and which he does not correct. The
main failure of the book is to give no references
or acknowledgements to his sources at all and
this seriously undermines its credibility.

I liked the reference to the ‘myopic misogynism’
afflicting the Church today (p 119) but am at a loss
to see what he means when he says, ‘John Paul [II]
saw his pontificate unfurl in a mystical manner’ (p
70), unless he means that the Polish pope had a
very different understanding of his mission to that
of many subjected to it. But as a short factual
account of the man whom we all wish to get to
know better, this book is a good start.

Michael Collins, Francis, Bishop of Rome, Dublin: Columba Press, 2013, pb 121 pp, £9.99

Diarmuid O’Murchu, In the Beginning Was the Spirit, Orbis Books, £14.99 (available from Alban Books).

In a quantum world, reality ceases to be material
below a level called the Planck limit. There
quantum flow replaces isolated objects which
become a relational process. Thus you can link
two photons (light atoms) to the same entity,
separate them as far as possible, yet a change in
one will be reflected in the other. This is called
“entanglement” and is the “quintessential
quantum effect”. This is a different universe, a
world of quanta, quarks, mesons and nucleons.
They lead double lives as particles, waves, mass
or energy. So do we: we are matter and spirit,
particle and wave, product and process.

Taking Creation, O’Murchu talks of the emptiness
before anything started. He calls it a “fecund
emptiness”. The nothing we speak of as out of
which God created is not ‘nothing’. It is actually
an energy field out of which all perceivable matter
is formed. That includes at even finer levels of
manifestation the energy fields from which arise

even our personal thoughts, feelings and instincts.
The idea of “fecund emptiness” finds expression
in the empty womb of Mary and the empty tomb
of the Risen Christ. The unifying energy which
fecundates, enlivens, nurtures, inheres and
transcends is Holy Spirit.

Our Church, with its long enduring heritage of
creator of Western civilisation, is challenged to
dialogue with the new science and theology
which is emerging from the interface between
science and faith. It failed in the case of
Copernicus and Galileo and so fell into the trap
of its own cognitive hubris. We are on the
threshold of a brave new world, not Huxley’s I
hope, rather Prospero’s whose daughter Miranda
“Mirandaed”, marvelled at, all the possibilities
that the world presented. A similar experience
was had by John who marvelled in Revelation 21
at God who promised that he would make all
things new.
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NEWS
NonCatholic meets Pope Francis
after asking 15 times; 22/07/13;
Huffington Post
Pope Francis greeted Brazilian bicyclist Leandro
Martins at his residence on Thursday July 18.

Martins, who is cycling 6,200 miles from
Amsterdam to Asia, was thrilled to gain a rare
audience with the pope  particularly as he is not
Catholic, but simply admires the pope's goodness
and commitment to social justice.

Saudi editor gets 600 lashes and
jail for liberal website; 01/08/13;
Reuters
The editor of a Saudi Arabian social website has
been sentenced to seven years in prison and 600
lashes for founding an Internet forum that
violates Islamic values and propagates liberal
thought, Saudi media reported on Tuesday.

The Pope is Cleaning House;
22/07/13; Time
Even Time magazine is watching the Pope. They
say he is cleaning house in four ways:

1. He does not want to follow in the shoeprints of
Benedict, the “Prada Pope”. Francis prefers
simpler living quarters, simpler vestments and
prefers the title “Bishop” to loftier titles.

2. He prefers frugality and asks his priests and
nuns not to spend lavishly and not be swayed by
new cars and smartphones.

3. He has fasttracked sainthood for Popes John
Paul II and John XXIII thus sidestepping his
bureaucracy and complex canonisation processes.

4. He has issued a ‘chirografo’, personal decree,
to establish an independent panel to review the
activities of the Vatican bank (IOR). Heads are
rolling.

Church Axes Ancient Rainforest
Trees to Make Way for Pope's
Visit; 17/07/13; Common Dreams

The deforestation stirs anger over a papal
visit already criticized for passing
exorbitant costs onto the people of Brazil

 Sarah Lazare, staff writer

In preparation for Pope Francis's lateJuly visit to
Brazil for World Youth Day, local Catholic
Church leaders have chopped down more than
300 ancient trees from the endangered rainforest
in Serra da Tiririca State Park to make way for
large numbers of pilgrims expected to attend.

Vatican must report to UN on
child abuse; 11/07/13; Religion
News Services

Alessandro Speciale for Religion News Service,
Vatican City, July 11, 2013

The Vatican has been called to give detailed
information on its record on child sexual abuse to
a United Nations panel, a move that will show
how Pope Francis wants to handle an issue that
has deeply scarred the Catholic Church’s image
in the past decade.

The Genevabased U.N. Committee on the Rights
of the Child has asked the Vatican to “provide
detailed information on all cases of child sexual
abuse committed by members of the clergy,
brothers and nuns”.

Pope orders immediate removal of
his statue; 11/07/13; Mail Online
Pope Francis is apparently desperate to avoid
becoming a celebrity – he has ordered the
removal of a new lifesize statue of him in
Buenos Aires cathedral.

Church sources told the newspaper that Francis is
determined to avoid creating ‘a cult of
personality’ like that enjoyed by John Paul II.

Channel 4 to Broadcast Muslim
Call to Prayer; 02/07/13; National
Secular Society

Channel 4 has set the cat among the pigeons —
as I suspect it intended to do — with its
announcement that it will broadcast the Muslim
call to prayer every day during the month of
Ramadan.
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Irish Catholic 'workhouse'
survivors awarded $45m
compensation; 01/07/13; BBC
News
The Irish Government apologizes for its role in
Magdalene Laundries and is to pay survivors of
Magdalene laundries at least 35m euros ($45m,
£30m).

The laundries were Catholicrun workhouses
where thousands of women and girls had to do
unpaid, manual labour.

Payments will range from 11,500 euros (£9,000)
for women who spent three months or less in a
laundry, to a maximum of 100,000 euros
(£85,000) for ten years or more.

• The last Magdalene asylum in Ireland, in
Waterford, closed in 1996

Source: BBC News
Gay Cure Ministry Shuts Down;
20/06/13; National Secular Society.
Exodus International, of the USA, is closing
down after admitting that it has hurt and
damaged thousands of homosexuals  even
driven some to suicide  with its misguided
claims that it could turn gay people straight.

Exodus will start a new ministry to work with
other churches to create "safe, welcoming and
mutually transforming communities".

Jobs vacant: Saudi Arabia needs
more executioners; 12/06/13;
UCAN

Saudi Arabia is governed by Sharia and people
sentenced to death are executed with a sword in
accordance with Islamic law. However, fewer
people are interested in a "career" in executing
others, a task that requires a lot of cold blood and
a lot of training in how to swing properly the
sword. In fact, a memo from the Saudi Justice
Ministry is bemoaning a labour shortage in
people trained to use the blade.

Justice Minister plans to add shooting to
beheading as a method of execution; not out of
compassion, but because the lack of executioners
is causing a backlog. Since January 2013, at least
40 people have been executed, the last one on 14
May. Last year, 76 people were executed.

Pope Meets Poorest President in
the World; 05/06/13; UCAN

“The Pope is very pleased for having met with a
wise man”, was the official report from the Holy
See following the 45 minute private audience of
Francis with Uruguayan president Jose Mujica,
the longest so far with a head of state. Although
Mujica is a declared atheist and did not attend the
inauguration of the first Latinamerican pope last
March, he did request an interview with Francis,
which took place on Saturday.

Wearing a blue shirt with no tie, a green sweater
and a dark jacket, Mujica, 78, was received very
warmly by the Pope before they walked in for
their private meeting .

Abuse Scandals Hit Church for
$2.62 billion since 2004; 14/05/13;
UCA
The clerical abuse scandal cost American
dioceses $112,966,427 in 2012, according to a
report released on May 9 by the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB).

Only 56% of those funds were allotted to
settlements ($50.4 million) and therapy for abuse
victims ($7.2 million). The remaining funds were
spent on attorneys’ fees ($35.3 million), support
for offenders ($11.8 million), and other costs
($2.6 million), according to the 2012 report.

US NUN GUILTY OF
BREAKING INTO NUCLEAR
SITE; 10/05/13

Sister Megan Rice, an elderly Catholic nun and
two peace activists have been convicted for
damage they caused while breaking into a US
nuclear defence site. Sister Megan said she
regretted only having waited 70 years to take
action.

Pope Benedict’s resignation not
motivated by a mystical
Experience; 27/08/13; UCAN
Archbishop Georg Ganswein, retired Pope
Benedict XVI's longtime personal secretary, said
a story about the pope resigning after a "mystical
experience" was completely invented.

"It was invented from alpha to omega," the
archbishop said Saturday in an interview on
Italy's Canale 5 television news. "There is
nothing true in the article."
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NOTICE
is hereby given of the

45th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of

Catholics for a Changing Church
to be held on

Saturday 19 October 2013, 2.30 pm until 3.30 pm
1 Carysfort House, 14 West Halkin Street, London SW1X 8JS

Current executive members are:
VS (Valerie Stroud, Chair), PW (Pam Wearing, ViceChair), FH (Frank Hacklett, Treasurer), SB (Simon BrydenBrook,
Secretary), FR (Frank Regan, Editor RENEW), CS (Colin Stockford, coopted), EP (Elizabeth Price coopted)

1 Introduction by the Chair, welcome and apologies.
2 Adoption of agenda.
3 Approval of the minutes of the 44th AGM, held 20 October 2012.
4 Officers' Reports:

(a) Chair.
(b) ViceChair
(c) Treasurer CCC [and POGT] accounts to 5 April 2013.
(d) Secretariat (including membership etc)
(e) Editor of RENEW
(f) Web Manager.

5 Elections
(a) Chairperson
(b) Vice Chairperson
(c] Secretary
(d) Treasurer
(e) Two other members: Editor of RENEW and one without portfolio

6 Date and place for next AGM: Saturday 11 October 2014 at RFSK
7 Discussion about the future policy/activities of CCC
8 Any other business (see Const art 13)

[CCC exec meetings proposed for Tue 10 Dec 2013, Mon 17 March 2014, FriSun 1113 July 2014, Mon
15 Sept and Tues 9 Dec 2014]

Business will include:
• Reports from the members of the CCC executive
• Financial report
• Questions and comments from members
• Election of officers and executive members
• Date and location for next AGM [Sat 11 October 2014]
• A brief meeting of the trustees of The People of God Trust

Any member willing to consider joining the executive is cordially invited to contact any member of the current
executive or the Secretariat to discuss this. We are keen to have some new blood. Those wishing to nominate others
should please do so to the Secretariat as soon as possible, but nominations will be accepted even at theAGM.

We shall precede the AGM with a Table Liturgy and lunch (bring something) at 1 pm
PLEASE TELEPHONE OR EMAIL TO LET US KNOW YOU WILL BE PRESENT

and whether you will join us for lunch
0207 235 2841 or brydenbrook@talk21.com

at

AGENDA
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GUIDELINES FOR CONTRIBUTORS
RENEW is published quarterly by Catholics for a Changing Church (formerly the Catholic Renewal Movement founded in 1969)
which supports continuing change in the Roman Catholic Chruch in the spirit of the Second Vatican Council (196265).

CCC is a Catholic organisation, but open, independent and critical. We aim to present our views without any bitterness, sourness
or personal attacks but with respect and compassion for all.

Contributions should be reasoned rather than polemical.

Space being limited, 850 words is the usual maximum for articles, rising just occasionally to above this figure. Reviews and
reports should be nearer 500 and letters even shorter.

Contributions, including letters to the editor, are welcomed and should be sent to the editor, preferably by email to
frankregan@hotmail.co.uk, or in clear typed copy that can be scanned into a computer.

Material is edited for length, clarity and accuracy of detail, but with minimum interference. The EditorinChief is responsible for
what is published in RENEW but views expressed do not necessarily reflect the policy of Catholics for a Changing Church. We
aim to correct any errors subsequently.

Please contact the editor in advance if you would like advice. The EditorinChief is Frank Regan and production by Colin Close.

© Copyright CCC unless otherwise stated.

CCC's WEBSITE

www.ccc4vat2.org.uk
If you have not visited our website recently,
then do consider doing so. There is a very
large collection of interesting articles by good
writers as well as back numbers of RENEW.
Go to 'Information'.
There is also a full list of all CCC publications:

E-MAIL ADDRESSES

If you did not receive the minutes of the
AGM by email, then please send the
secretariat your email address to be
added to the list.

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS
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Who Am I to Judge?
Gender Justice in Today’s Church

On the flight home from World Youth Day in Brazil Pope Francis
spent about eighty minutes in off the cuff conversation with a
group of journalists. The most sensitive and neuralgic subject
was homosexuality and a gay lobby in the Vatican. Atypically for
a Pope, Francis spoke like a pastor who “smelled like his flock”.
“Who am I to judge them if they are seeking the Lord in good
faith”. The Pope will not change the Church’s traditional teaching
on homosexuality, but the tone sounds different. There is a tinge
of mercy and compassion.

One of the signs of our recent era is the prolonged discussion at
all levels about sex, morality, gender and diversity. It goes back
to 1963 when the ban on Lawrence’s Lady Chatterley’s Lover
was lifted, when the first Beatles album was released and when
the Profumo scandal broke. In the USA Betty Friedan’s book,
The Feminine Mystique, smashed the image of Man as a tyrant
over women. Almost as a sidebar, Bishop John Robinson
published his book, Honest to God, which said that our image of
God was not adequate to the questions and seeking of
contemporary human beings.

In the last decade the gay community or LGBTQ persons have made
quantum and qualitative leaps in the furtherance of their agenda of
greater freedom, human dignity and simple acceptance of their
different identity. Of course, I refer almost exclusively to the sphere
of civil society. The mainstream churches have been adamant in
obstructing their progress and have sought ways to restrain their
advance towards civil equality. This is one area in which the secular
sphere is more Christian than Christians themselves.

Nowhere is the conflict deeper or more strident than the area of
relationships, civil partnerships and gay marriage. On either side
of the secular/faith divide most are agreed on the suitableness of
civil partnerships for gays and others. Gay marriage is the tender
spot, the place where the churches do not want to go.

No one knows what impact gay marriage would have on the
family and society in general. Personally, I suspect very little.
The big question which occupies centre court is: can love
between homosexuals be matrimonial and even sacramental. God
is love and that love is sacramental of how God relates to us.
Matrimony has been a sacrament for heterosexual couples. The
medulla of the issue is whether two homosexuals can love
sacramentally such that God’s love for us is there reflected.

The Good News is for women who are second class members of
the Church. It is for LGBTQ who are called “disordered” by the
Church. It is for single persons who are neglected by the Church.
It is for divorced and remarried persons who are barred by the
Church. It is for exclergy who are deleted by the Church. Can
we make our Church into a place where the Good News finds
open ears and hearts and where the embrace of Christ excludes
no one?

Frank Regan




