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Glorious Christ, you whose divine influence is active at the
very heart of matter, and at the dazzling centre where the
innumerable fibres of the multiple meet: you whose power
is as implacable as the world and as warm as life, you

whose forehead is of the whiteness of snow, whose eyes are
of fire, and whose feet are brighter than molten gold; you
whose hands imprison the stars; you are the first and the
last, the living and the dead and the risen again; it is to you
to whom our being cries out a desire as vast as the universe:

In truth you are our Lord and our God! Amen.

Prayer to the Cosmic Christ.

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin
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Dear Friends, A few weeks back our Treasurer
received a message from a member, written in
the third person, saying that he saw no need for
CCC as Pope Francis was making the changes he
wanted. I have heard similar comments about the
need for the reform movement from elsewhere. I
have reflected upon this with a number of others
in different groups within the movement and find
that none of us see our work as being over. In
fact it is even more necessary that we continue
and find more labourers to work for the health
and welfare of the Church.

Most Catholics welcome the complete change of
emphasis that has come about under Pope
Francis. For the most part he says the things we
want to hear and speaks about issues which
should concern every Catholic Christian.
However, apart from some tinkering with high
level administration, nothing has changed. This
does not mean that we should not give praise and
support where this is appropriate. It does mean
that we still need to stand up and speak out for
those who suffer injustice and hurt at the hands
of the institutional church.

I use the Aims in our Constitution to offer some
illustration of this.

CCC works for the renewal of the church in the
light of Vatican II. Of topical relevance to this is
the support the bishops gave in Sacrosanctum

Consilium to the use of the vernacular and the
need that “the faithful should easily understand
the sacramental signs”. There have been some
excellent articles about the new translation of the
Mass in recent editions of Renew and it would be
good to support ACTA’s call for its review.

If Vatican II hailed the Church as the People of
God then it follows that all the Baptised are
involved in the interests of its life and mission.
This means, in the 21st century, that they should
have a place in the decision making and
consultative bodies of the institution. In the UK
there are few Diocesan Pastoral Councils
although they are a requirement of Canon Law
(511) “in so far as pastoral circumstances
suggest”, whatever that means. A Parish Pastoral
Council (PPC) exists at the pleasure of the
Bishop (536) while a Parish Finance Committee
is a requirement (537). Does your parish have a
PPC? How does it consult you? In how many of
our dioceses do the lay faithful have any say in
the election of their next bishop?

Secular society is more faithful to Galatians 3:28
as it supports equality of opportunity, legislates
against prejudice and values the Universal
Declaration on Human Rights. It is by no means
perfect but it is trying. If the community of faith
which we love is to be relevant in the modern
world it must think very carefully about
continuing its prejudice against women,

From the Chair
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SPIRITUALITY AND THE CULTURE OF NARCISSISM
A study of the influence of pathological narcissism on the clerical sub-culture of the Roman Catholic

Church and its influence on the formation of clerical and lay spirituality.

A.W. Richard Sipe, Marianne Benkert, M.D., Thomas P. Doyle, J.C.D., C.A.C.D

Part two, Clinical Observations
Marianne Benkert, M.D

During my forty-five years in practice as a
psychiatrist and a woman who was raised
Catholic, I have been privileged to know, and
consult with, a number of men and women who
demonstrated the most refined level of spiritual
expression within religious life. They were in the
clerical culture but not of it. I am not certain how
they escaped the toxicity of prevailing narcissism
with its lack of empathy but they possessed a
depth of character and maturity with flexibility of
personality that allowed them to work in a
complex environment and culture that does not
favour integrity.

The number of patients who gave testimony to the
abuse and violation by priests, enabled by the
monarchical structure of the Church, strained to the
breaking point my capacity to connect the spirit of
Christ with the operation of the clerical system.

In my own clinical experience the victims of
clerical sexual abuse were predominantly women
who had been violated as young girls by priests
and nuns.

A woman who felt overwhelmed in dealing with
her teen-aged children took many sessions to
reveal she had been seduced as a twelve year old
girl by a priest after she confided her sexual
concerns in the confessional. She never lost the
burden of shame she felt when he pursued her
sexually time after time. He cultivated adulation.
She was left with her shame and guilt. He gave
no evidence that he understood her distress. This
was a man incapable of true empathy.

A man has simply to put on a Roman collar to
garner deference and respect regardless of his
lack of merit or personal achievement. His
identity comes from “putting on” the culture of
status and superiority. When this is coupled with
an assignment of some power or distinction he
can fulfil expectations of favourable treatment
including automatic compliance with his
requests, even those that seem questionable.

One middle-aged woman approached therapy after
the death of her mother. She was in mourning and
troubled about strain in her family relationships.

homosexuals, clergy who wish to marry, people
in second marriages where the first one has not
been annulled, married couples who use artificial
means of contraception and clergy /theologians
who ask for debate over the prejudices. CCC
seeks wide dialogue and debate over all these
things. It is a matter of the People of God
discerning the way forward together, not
remaining stuck in some anachronistic epoch.

Through this magazine, its website, pamphlets
and its outreach to other reform organisations
CCC seeks “to make its work and ideas as widely
known as possible so that individual Catholics
who share its views and anxieties may not feel
isolated and despondent.”

This aim in the Constitution continues by
declaring that this is so that they “may have a
proper opportunity of clarifying their own ideas
and beliefs through participation directly or
indirectly in (CCC’s) work”.

Most of us, I guess, honour Blessed John XXIII
and his courage in calling the Second Vatican
Council. [Don’t forget to celebrate in April when
he is canonised.] Commentaries on this Council
point out the conflict between the bishops who
attended. There were those who wanted the old
ways and days, while the vast majority saw the

need to bring the institution into the modern
world. Looking back it seems to me that many of
us were delighted by the changes which Vatican II
brought about but, unfortunately, we rested on our
laurels. We were not alert to the reactionary
factions at work at all levels within the institution.
We wanted to believe that all was well and would
be well as the future unfolded. I believe we, the
people of God, were seduced into complacency.
Fortunately the Holy Spirit seems to have inspired
another Bishop of Rome to reform the institution
so that it can take its place in the modern world.

Yes, let us heed the teaching of Pope Francis and
value his leadership. Let us be courteous and
compassionate to others. Let us seek and enjoy the
simple, everyday things of life and offer the hand
of friendship rather than let suspicion and
circumspection rule our lives. Let us pray for
Francis, not just at Mass but on other family
occasions too – my daughter and I raise our
glasses to him and others who have asked for our
prayers each night before dinner. Let us improve
our knowledge of what the Church really teaches
and not be led any longer by the nose. Last but not
least let our words and lives tell out the Good
News as we participate in the New Evangelisation.

Valerie J Stroud
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After a time she confided the story of her widowed
mother’s multiple illnesses and the burden this
placed on her as a child in grade school. Her mother
would send her to the parish house to ask the pastor
to come visit her. Dutifully but fearfully, she would
run to the rectory to deliver the request. The priest
would come only after he fondled and abused her.
As the little girl grew up she realized that the priest
also had sex with her mother during his visits. The
double betrayal and the burden of secrecy took a
heavy toll on her life, rippling out to her marital and
family relationships. She bore a lifetime sentence
that affected her most intimate relationships.

In reality, a double clerical life is more common
than not. Public ministry can often be productive
and admirable. Because every man must make a
promise of “perfect and perpetual chastity” prior
to his ordination to the priesthood, compromises
between his public ministry and his response to
personal sexual drives can be devious and
destructive. Between six and nine per cent (6-9%)
of U.S. clergy get sexually involved with underage
boys and girls. The John Jay Study commissioned
by the American bishops stated in their Feb. 28th,
2004 report that 6.5% of priests ordained between
1960 and 1984 were ultimately recorded as
sexually involved with minors (K. Terry, 2004, pp.
36-65). Figures from some dioceses run between
10% and 12% (Boston and LosAngeles).

Priests who are involved in sexual liaisons with
female partners of a more appropriate age can
experience pressure and guilt when they are
confronted with their misuse of power and
authority. If a pregnancy occurs the priest’s
reaction frequently is on him and what will
happen to his career. Their narcissism is evident.
Not surprisingly many priests abandon their
partner at this time of crisis or encourage her to
have an abortion.

Often priests express the idea that they work
hard and “deserve” the pleasure of a sexual
relationship. The clerical culture is saturated
with sexuality. An adult man told me
(Benkert), “ I was sexually abused by a priest
when I was fourteen while on retreat when I
was a student at the minor seminary”. Some of
his peers had the same experience, and they
defined it “as a rite of passage”. The sexual
bond acts as a chain that binds the culture
together. Many young men studying for the
priesthood are selected by seminary teachers or
rectors to be part of their sexual inner circle.
The initial approach can be intellectual or
social but progresses to sexual exchanges and
socializing that often leads to connections in
ever-higher echelons of the diocese.

There is a sexual cabal within the structure of
dioceses and religious communities. It is bound
by secrecy and sealed by mutual knowledge of
sexual involvement past or present. The seal of
confession is the model of the confidence clergy

place in each other to keep the dynamic in place.

Nuns were a subjugated and indentured group that
was enlisted to support this concept. Nuns
sometimes overlooked the obvious indications that
priests were sexually abusing minors and even
deluded themselves when they were asked to
deliver children - frequently orphans - to priests’
quarters. It was unthinkable that the nuns would
question clerical behaviour even if they had
questions. They too often were part of the system.

In the clerical culture women are devalued and
easily used and denigrated. Two women alone
deserve regard, the Blessed Virgin Mary and their
own mothers for whom they have endless
devotion. Other women are servants but
unworthy of equality or real power. Emeritus
Pope Benedict XVI quoted John Paul II who
insisted that popes do not have the power to
ordain women to the priesthood, a claim not
validated by theology. Ordination of women
would change the clerical culture and alter the
present homosocial structure demanding a level
of psychosexual maturity not currently possible.

Many of the priests who abused my patients or
that I have evaluated are psychosexually and
socially immature. They pick immature and
vulnerable victims and inject themselves into
their lives without concern for harmful effects.
They function in an atmosphere of unbridled
underdevelopment where they operate above
laws and do not have to live with the
consequences of their behaviour. They consider
themselves special and entitled. One priest
admitted to having twenty-two young women
sexual partners without thought or concern for
the welfare of any of them. Another priest
admitted to sexually abusing three hundred
young people, mostly boys. Their lack of
empathy was startling. Frequently clergy abusers
reassure their victims that they are demonstrating
“God’s love” in their very act of violation.

This arrogance, self-centredness, sense of
entitlement, exploitation, lack of empathy for
victims, and rejection of responsibility for
destructive behaviours demonstrated in the
distorted sexuality of so many Catholic clergy
reveals their formation, participation and
tolerance in a culture that can only be identified
as narcissistic (See American Psychiatric
Association, 2000, pp. 714-717). It is
compounded by bishops and superiors who hear
the reports of violations. Most do not understand
the horror the victims suffer. They think of sin,
and the forgiveness of the abuser but not in terms
of the crime and enduring suffering and
destruction of the victim.

The all-male secret clerical culture combined
with the exclusion and devaluation of women and
children form the perfect setting for a flourishing
institutional pathological narcissism.
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Pope Francis has spent little time gunning for a
certain type of ambitious, self-serving cleric, the
“little monsters”, as he calls them, whose acute
political opportunism has them weighing up
every word in the hope of ecclesiastical
betterment. I wonder what the new pontiff would
have made of Giles Hibbert OP? To me, he was
the very antidote to this corrosive opportunism. If
the church is frequently accused of being
“boring”, the recently deceased 84 year old friar
was the supreme counterpoint to such a charge.

I met Giles as a young Dominican in the 1980s.
He proudly told me of the dozens of tattoos he
had emblazoned on his body (“winged creatures
flying up to the heavens” and “creepy crawlies
descending into the earth.”). He was openly gay,
a great example to me as a young man seeking to
reconcile some difficult church teaching and my
own sexuality. He was also bold in his
pronouncements. Sometimes a little too bold,
perhaps, as in 1976 when his forthright
comments about the Vatican’s document on
sexual ethics in a meeting with a local Oxford
journalist led to his being relieved of his post as
Regent of Studies at Blackfriars. Not that holding

high positions of office in the order mattered to
him. His attitude to religious life was, at best,
ambiguous. He could be very dismissive of his
brethren and for a long period opted out of
community life, as when he became chaplain to
Sheffield and York Universities and later living in
a semi-hermitic isolation in Derbyshire.

His keen and curious mind was not in the traditional
Dominican mould of the more orthodox Herbert
McCabe, Simon Tugwell and Timothy Radcliffe,
preachers whose prolific output would result in
tome after tome of theological enquiry. Giles wrote
one book only, Man, Culture and Christianity,
published in 1967, a work that did not make a great
impact. But Giles was more of a short form man,
akin to the political pamphleteers of 19th century
liberalism and 20th century communism. This is the
mindset that underpinned his years of service to
Blackfriars Publications and his occasional
contributions to Catholics for a Changing Church.
His 2007 pamphlet Syllabub of Cherries, (a spoof
on the 1864 Pius IX Syllabus of Errors on
“condemned propositions”) is a minor classic of
theological satire and straight talking on issues as
diverse asAngels, Purgatory and Papal Infallibility.

Giles Hibbert O.P. An Appreciation
Mark Dowd

To the executive committee members of the UK
members of the European Network Church on
the Move [please circulate]:

Catholics for a Changing Church
Catholic Women's Ordination
St Joan's International Alliance [GB Section]
The Living Word Trust
We Are Church [UK]
Women Word Spirit

The conference of International Non-
Governmental Organisations at the Council of
Europe meets twice a year in Strasbourg at the
end of January and June. CCC with five other
UK organisations is involved on this as a
member group of the European Network Church
on the Move, and thus has an enviable right, as
an association of lay Catholics not simply
parroting the views of the magisterium to have its
voice heard in deliberations about human rights.

I have now attended these sessions in Strasbourg
some three times and am convinced that this
represents a remarkable opportunity for us. My
reports have been published in RENEW. Sadly I
have reached the decision that I shall no longer
attend as one of the four or five EN delegates.
This will leave no UK voice to represent at the

Council of Europe conference of INGOs the
concerns of Catholic Women's Ordination,
Women Word Spirit, Catholics for a Changing
Church, St Joan's Alliance [GB Section], The
Living Word Trust and We Are Church UK.

I find it shocking that not one member of any of
those UK organisations wants to make use of this
opportunity to share in the work of the Council
of Europe. Many religious orders are facing the
fact that Catholics no longer wish to support
them. Are we now facing the sad fact that
baptised Catholics in the UK are not willing to
take opportunities to serve in this way? Do
people really prefer to leave it to the Vatican and
conservative Catholic INGOs to speak for them
at the Council of Europe? There is apparently not
much practical support for the progressive
Catholic position in the UK. As members of the
European Network Church on the Move we shall
now be leaving it to our continental cousins to
represent us. I shall not offer a report of the
session I attended 27-30 January 2014 as I accept
that UK members are sadly not interested.

Those who are interested should start at:
http://www.coe.int/t/ngo/conf_intro_en.asp or
contact me by e-mail
[brydenbrook@talk21.com].

Conference Report: Council of Europe 27-30 January 2014
Simon Bryden-Brook
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Our Two-Tier Church
Simon Bryden-Brook

Why did Jesus create a two-tier Church? We are
told that the day before he died he divided his
followers into clergy and laity, creating an essential
difference between the two classes and a gulf that
cannot ever be surmounted. To start with, one is
totally male, while the other is of mixed gender.
One is celibate, ritually pure, strict and exclusive,
while the other is sexually active, lax, unclean and
all-inclusive. One consists of princes who can stand
in the place of Christ while the other consists of
sheep. The clergy are powerful, experts, official,
professional, teachers, rulers, and authorised while
the laity are powerless, simple, subjects, unofficial,
amateurs, expected to be obedient, unquestioning,
docile and respectful. The distinction is traditionally
referred to as between the ecclesia docens – the
teaching Church – and the ecclesia discens – the
listening Church.1

It has been suggested that the concept of ordained
priesthood that lies behind these distinctions must
be challenged and was not in fact divinely
ordained.2 The teaching of the Second Vatican
Council is unclear.3 In its Dogmatic Constitution
on the Church, Lumen Gentium, we are told of the
two priesthoods in the Church which are essentially
different from each other: that of Jesus, which is

shared by all the baptised, and then the ministerial
priesthood, which is of a totally different order, a
ministry of service.4 Yet the idea is publicly
promoted that the clergy are 'ontologically' different
from the rest of the baptised, of a different order,
superior, capable of being another Christ in a way
that is not open to the rest of us.5 The concept of
the hierarchical Church where the clergy rule and
the laity are subjects is certainly also taught in
Lumen Gentium and seems to contradict its
teaching on the two priesthoods.

Pope Francis has spoken harshly of clericalism.6
What does he actually mean? We know he
dislikes pomp and display among the clergy,
preferring a second hand car, well-worn shoes
and life in a clergy house rather than the apostolic
palace, but he has also spoken of the need for
priests to have the 'smell of the sheep'. Where is
this leading? When St Paul said that there are no
more distinctions between Jew and gentile, slave
and free, male and female,7 he seems to have
forgotten the essential difference between clergy
and laity. We seem to be on dangerous ground
and, as is so often the case, the uncompromising
words and example of Jesus are no great help in
maintaining clarity. Perhaps Father will tell us.

1. Post-Tridentine terms, originated by Fr Thomas Stapleton who died in 1598.
2. Eamon Duffy, Faith of Our Fathers (London: Continuum, 2004) and Herbert Haag, Clergy and Laity (ET Tunbridge

Wells: Burns & Oates, 1998)
3. Cardinal Basil Hume in Michael Richards, A People of Priests (London: DLT, 1995) p xii
4. Michael Richards, A People of Priests (London: DLT, 1995)
5. See for example Mark O'Toole, 'Ministerial Priesthood since Vatican II' in The Pastoral Review, 2007, Vol 3, 1 & 2
6. Pope Francis to the Leadership of the Episcopal Conferences of Latin America in Rio de Janeiro on 28 July 2013 and

see also George B Wilson, Clericalism – the Death of Priesthood (Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2008)
7 Gal 3:28

Lest all this give the impression of a heads in the
cloud intellectual, Giles was a fiercely practical
man. He was an ex-army captain and gifted
engineer. No visitor or resident of Blackfriars
Oxford will ever forget the ingenious morse code
system that he constructed to sound all around the
priory, calling friars from distant points of the
house to the phone in the days when there was one
phone line into the building. Nor will the brethren
ever forget his mercurial and distinctly unorthodox
cooking style. If he was in a good mood, an exotic
Moroccan lamb stew with almonds and apricots
might adorn the table. But he also plumbed the
depths. The Boxing Day 1982 offering of Curried
Mince Pies and Onion Custard is still talked about
with a certain, well… shock.

He was a man of enormous contradictions. He
could fly off the handle, shout and scream one
moment if his carefully laid plans were placed in
jeopardy by some bumbling assistant. Yet faced
with broken humanity, sadness and sheer personal

need, he displayed a compassionate and sensitive
embrace that was deeply maternal and totally
unjudgmental. This latter quality explained his
huge popularity among his university students,
many of whom came to his recent funeral in
Cambridge and gave rousing Student Cross
anthems on his behalf at the graveside.

Giles’ relationship with his brethren came full
circle. His increasing fragility and failing
hearing and mobility meant he returned to be
cared for, first in the Dominican priory at
Haverstock Hill in north London, and for the last
year of his life in Cambridge.

His was a life lived with great risk, with colourful
adventure. He made waves wherever he went. It
was often incredibly eccentric. Maddening even.
But amidst all this, his deep love of the liberating
message of the gospel never wavered.

What a life.
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The first anniversary of the appointment of Pope
Francis before the Ides of March 2013 is upon us
already. Almost immediately he posited a vision
of a Church which would truly respond to the
needs of its people on vital issues. He wanted a
Church which would dispense with wealth,
power and prestige that it had acquired through
Vatican Incorporated. He outlined a Church that
would get out of the market place and reject the
money-lenders where the message of Christ had
become tainted. His Church would eschew the
temporal and espouse the spiritual, thus returning
to Gospel values.

Jorge Bergoglio was obviously an admirer of
Bede who is well known for his prodigious
talents and historic masterpiece, but perhaps
lesser known for his contribution as a very great
biblical scholar and interpreter of gospels and
epistles. It was one of the saint’s homilies about
Matthew the taxman and the way he was called
by Jesus to be a follower that lead the Pope to
choose his Episcopal motto, “miserandum atque
eligendo”. The English translation is “because he
saw him through the eyes of mercy and chose
him”. Mercy and forgiveness have been key
words in the vocabulary of Francis. Saint Bede
noted that after Matthew’s conversion, he drew
after him a whole crowd of sinners along the
same road to salvation. Evangelizers please be
aware of possibilities! All those “sinners” with
broken marriages be aware also that Matthew (v,
xix) holds out hope!

A couple of years ago an article appeared in the
journal “America” contributed by a priest,
Fr.Charles Klamut, who claimed his vocation
was the result of reading about the fictional
Bishop of Digne in his merciful treatment of Jean
Valjean. The part of Monseigneur Bienvenu who
had moved from his palace could have been quite
easily portrayed by Archbishop Bergoglio with
his love of mercy and forgiveness. Has the Pope
been influenced by the fiction of Victor Hugo or
the subsequent musical, Les Miserables?

Another lover of fiction was Pope John Paul I
who as Albino Luciani Patriarch of Venice wrote
“Illustrissimi”, a collection of several dozen
letters to eminent people from earlier times. They
were all used to illustrate the Gospel. Many of
these could have been written by Cardinal
Bergoglio. Saint Bernard the great Abbot of
Clairvaux wrote to the Pope, “What I fear for you
is neither sword nor poison but the pride of
power”. Charles Dickens was commended for
highlighting the poor of his age. A humble letter
to Jesus was the final one dwelling on his mercy
and compassion.

If the good that Albino Luciani represented was
“interred with his bones”, the evil perpetrated
“…. has most certainly lived on”, according to
David Yallop. This quote is the opening sentence
of an epilogue to the second edition (2007) “In
God’sName”, published twenty three years after
his bestseller, investigating the Pope’s murder
after his thirty three day reign. The evil referred
to was the Vatican Bank and Mafia connections
at the top of Pope John Paul’s hit list together
with the Roman Curia. His successor vowed to
continue where he had left off. But taking the
same name was as far as it went!

“Temporal Power of the Vatican” in last year’s
Renew (166) highlights the corruption and
compares the dreams of Luciani and Bergoglio.
Indeed the opening paragraph of this new article
outlines the intentions of Pope Francis but, in
truth, these are a summary of the words used by
Yallop describing Pope John Paul I. Nearly four
decades have elapsed and action is all the more
urgent particularly if we accept Cardinal
Martini’s virtual deathbed declaration that the
Church is a couple of centuries behind the times.

Francis has made a splendid start in tackling the
corruption head-on. In relation to the Curia his
appointment of Management and Communication
Consultants is laudable. He must recruit
independent-minded allies, unconcerned with
personal popularity, to implement forthcoming
recommendations. In tackling the appointment of
world-wide Church leaders it will be necessary to
avoid “reluctant concessionists”, a Connor
Gearty description of those who want a slimmed
down purer Church, lapsed customs revived and
stricter enforcement of rules. Not only should
pastoral experiences be under careful scrutiny but
also candidates' childhood experiences and
family background.

Tinkering with titles and middle management
promotions may not be enough. Certainly not as
effective as granting a Papal pardon to those
bishops, clerics and laypersons silenced for no
other reason than asking the right questions at the
wrong time. There is a glorious long line of
faithful dissenters of which the Church is now
very proud.

The Pope is only one man. He initially indicated
that there must be a change in attitudes before
real progress. His words and actions have
captivated the secular world already. Hardly ever
a week passes that Francis is not mentioned at
least several times in Britain’s newest quality
newspaper sponsored by the Independent.

The US Time weekly magazine loves him. He

Vatican on the Mend
T D Swales
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An Easter Thought
Elizabeth Johnson

Risen from the dead, Christ makes clear that
salvation does not mean the escape of the human
spirit from matter. Rather, our future will bring
the transformation of our whole relational
body–person–self–dust and breath together – into
the glory of God.

Ecological awareness of our earthly and cosmic
history impels us to extend this hope beyond its
human scope to include a future for the whole
natural world.

Since Jesus of Nazareth was composed of star
stuff and earth stuff, and since his body existed in
a network of relationships extending to the whole

physical universe, his resurrection signals the
beginning of the redemption, not just of other
human beings, but of the whole creation itself –
the whole natural world, all of matter in its
endless permutations.

An early Christian hymn that praised the
crucified Christ as “the first–born from the dead”
also rightly declared that he is “the first–born of
all creation”, including things visible and
invisible (Col 1:15–20). “In Christ’s resurrection
the earth itself arose”, declared St Ambrose, the
fourth–century bishop of Milan….

A Florida Court Sets Atheist Holy Day
In Florida, an atheist created a case against Easter
and Passover Holy days. He hired an attorney to
bring a discrimination case against Christians and
Jews and observances of their holy days. The
argument was that it was unfair that atheists had
no such recognized days.

The case was brought before a judge. After
listening to the passionate presentation by the
lawyer, the judge banged his gavel declaring,
"Case dismissed!"

The lawyer immediately stood and objected to the
ruling saying, "Your Honour, How can you possibly
dismiss this case? The Christians have Christmas,
Easter and others. The Jews have Passover, Yom
Kippur and Hanukkah, yet my client and all other
atheists have no such holidays..."

The judge leaned forward in his chair saying,
"But you do. Your client, counsellor, is woefully
ignorant".

The lawyer said," Your Honour, we are unaware
of any special observance or holiday for atheists".

The judge said, "The calendar says April 1st is
April Fools’ Day. Psalm 14:1 states, 'The fool
says in his heart, there is no God'. Thus, it is the
opinion of this court that, if your client says there
is no God, then he is a fool. Therefore, April 1st is
his day”.

Court is adjourned...You gotta love a Judge that
knows his scripture!

has made the front cover twice and there have
been some extremely good articles. Concern has
been expressed for his safety from the Mafia
which is fully justified. However another anxiety
is that the reputation of Pope Francis could be

tarnished before his natural allotted lifespan by
those here in the Church afraid or opposed to
change and others in the United States
theologically or politically to the Right.

The beauty of the world is the tender smile of Christ to us through matter. He is really present in
universal beauty. Love of this beauty proceeds from God and descends into our souls and goes
out to God present in the universe. It too is something like a sacrament.…

The desire to love the beauty of the world in a human being is essentially the desire for the
Incarnation. If we think it is something else, we are mistaken. The Incarnation alone can satisfy it….

We want to get behind the beauty, but it is only a surface. It is like a mirror that reflects to us our
own desire for good. It is a sphinx, an enigma, a sorrowfully irritating mystery. We want to feed
on it, but it is only an object we can look on; it appears to us from a certain distance. The great
sorrow of human life is knowing that to look and to eat are two different operations. Only on the
other side of heaven, where God lives, are they one and the same operation….

Simone Weil
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Dear Editor
– I was surprised that in his review of Paul
Vallely’s book on Pope Francis your reviewer,
Simon Bryden-Brook, should be advertising

Amazon:
This business (“company” would be to kind a
word for it) was described as “immoral” because
of its dealings with the Inland Revenue by the
House of Commons’ Public Accounts
Committee. Over Christmas its employees
worked 50 hours a week on the minimum wage.

Employees face the sack if they take three sick-
breaks in any three-month period. This business
does not recognise workers’ rights in any way.

It is true that in his final sentence your reviewer
recognises the difficulty that conscientious
people have with this business;

Note, however, the conditional “if”.

Yours sincerely,
Tom McCarthy.

LETTERS

“I did not hesitate to go straight to
Amazon and order it via 1-click”.

“Read it, even if you avoid Amazon on
ethical grounds”.

The day-old chicks in the garden shed
Were cheeping, cheeping,
While Europe was seething, seething,
Heading for war.

Grandpa used a lamp
To keep them warm at night,
But it needed more than a lamp
To warn us of the war.

The games of bezique with grandma
We played in her room upstairs.
It was quiet beside the tallboy
While we were heading for war.

On Easter Sunday morning
Chocolate eggs were hidden
There among the marigolds,
Like little hand grenades.

Seen from my bedroom window,
There were waves across the corn.
It was like a restless sea
When the storm is yet to come.

My brother chopped at an ash tree
And scarred it with his axe,
While Chamberlain waved a paper
But it did not stop the war.

There were patterns of frost on the
window
And a thrush on its nest outside,
When a door slammed in the hallway,
And a clock smashed to the floor.

“The world is a haywain,
Each grabs what he can”.
It was painted by Bosch,
An educated man.

POEMS
So Very Long Ago

John Spalding
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BOOKS
Reviewed by

John Mackrell
Notes from the Underground
Donald Cozzens

Catholics in the UK are
fortunate that challenging
books on religion reach us

freely from North America.
Despite the brave stand of
Cardinal Newman in the
nineteenth century, Britain is still
effectively a papal fief under the
tight control of the Roman Curia.

The career of Professor Donald Cozzens, Rector
of a Catholic University, Director of Studies for
hundreds of seminarians and author of many
acclaimed writings, in which he challenges the
Church’s leadership on a host of issues, would
have been impossible in this country.

So did Lewis Carroll prefigure the shouting
matches between Vatican II supporters and
Rome. The clerical establishment just bites its
lips and threatens to kick any offending members
downstairs into the lowly ranks of the laity.
Reformist Catholics are unimpressed by the
Vatican’s ‘balancing of eels’, in the form of
contorted theologising, to shore up prohibitions
on the ‘pelvic issues’ – abortion, contraception,
divorce, same-sex relationships, compulsory
celibacy and women priests. As the pews empty
with the loss of reformist Catholics and others
disheartened by the official Church’s negative
stance and lack of spiritual appeal, the Vatican
boasts of obtaining a leaner, more compliant
Church. While many liberal commentators
continue the dialogue des sourds, Professor
Cozzens effectively shrugs his shoulders, as he
insists that the official Church has much to
commend it, except that in all good faith those in
charge had misunderstood Jesus’ message. In
any case, there were many who have divined His
meaning, even if they are afraid to speak openly.
The author cited Martini, the Cardinal
Archbishop of Milan, who in an interview
intended for publication after his death, described
the Church as 200 years out of date, and too
frightened to admit its mistakes, an opinion it

may be inferred held by many others, as the
election of Pope Francis seems to confirm. Notes
from the Underground in this way mounts a case
for reformist Catholics remaining within the
official Church precisely in order to transform it.

Professor Cozzens’ interpretation of Jesus’
message is based directly on the Gospels and
seems hard to fault. To Mary Magdalen Jesus
said ‘your faith has saved you; go in peace’. The
paralytic, when lowered from the roof before
Jesus, was healed and forgiven his sins because
of the faith of his friends. In the parable of the
prodigal son Jesus shows forgiveness to be
unconditional, so great was the power of love.
Trust is shown to be the very basis of Jesus’
ministry. Belief, with which the Church
habitually confuses trust, was of no concern to
Jesus, who never called for a profession of faith.
From this standpoint Cozzens argues, the
outstanding betrayal of Jesus’ ministry was
putting the faith on a creedal basis at the Council
of Nicaea in 325. That is how clerics with very
finite minds have treated the infinite all too often.

For those who habitually ‘live in their heads’, the
author’s guide to spirituality is simply scarifying.
Readers are instructed unceremoniously to leave
their minds at the door on entry. The explanation
is that grasping for certainty in spirituality, where
none exists, is just a defensive reflex. Many
people have an instinctive wish to remain in
control, whatever the area of life, pursuing a
project, teaching students, running a business.
Jesus’ message is different. It is far more
concerned with loving than thinking, about
surrender to the unknown and letting go. This is
a frightening experience, even for mystics.
Professor Cozzens quotes Meister Eckhart: ‘I
pray to God to free me from God’. God as the
Almighty and unknowable is utterly terrifying.
That terror can only be assuaged by approaching
‘the God beyond God’ through Jesus Christ, as a
kind of friendly mediator.

‘Live on in me, as I do in you…I am the vine,
you are the branches.’ The central thesis of
Notes from the Underground is: ‘If Christianity is
about anything, it is about communion –
communion with God, with family and friends,
with creation, with mystery…Jesus’ Reign of
God.’ Immersion in creation entails a partial loss
of individuality, almost as painful for some, as
abandoning thinking.

'You are old,’ said the youth, ‘one would hardly suppose
That your eye was as steady as ever;’
Yet you balanced an eel on the end of your nose-
What made you so awfully clever?’

‘I have answered three questions, and that is enough,’
Said his father: ‘don’t give yourself airs!
Do you think I can listen all day to such stuff?
Be off, or I’ll kick you down stairs!’
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The author of the book
under review subtitles it
An Invitation to

Adventure. An adventure doubt
can surely be, but it can also
cause a lot of anxiety and even
sleepless nights. We have all
experienced doubts, however
momentary or prolonged. Those
who have moved on, either

holding the doubt in fruitful tension or resolving
the doubt, can look back at the experience as, on
the whole, growthful. Val Web holds a Ph.D. in
Theology and will be a capable guide to the
exploration of doubt.

Val Web is keen to communicate that doubt is
good. It makes robust the Faith. It arises at the
disconnection between received doctrine and new
intuitions derived from new information or data.
She quotes Peter Abelard (1079-1142) who says
that doubt leads to inquiry and inquiry leads to
truth. Doubt is not the opposite of Faith. Faith is
the graced gift by which we know ourselves in a
trusting and loving relationship with God. Doubt
confronts belief which is the conglomerate or
deposit of received and defined truths. It is the
nagging, niggling question which will not go
away. Doubt is for the adult christian who is
aware that he/she does not have all the answers,
that some of the answers are no longer adequate
and maybe even mistaken, but who does not
leave the Church—as Pope emeritus Benedict
XVI might want—because of a felt need of
Christian community and camaraderie.

It is an interesting, if frightening, thought that
doubt has been present in the community since
time immemorial. Listen to the Psalmist: “My

God, why have you forsaken me?”(22.1). And in
the present day, Mother Teresa in her Diaries
wrote poignantly of her long, almost depressing,
agony of doubt which marked her itinerary.

The writer dedicates two chapters to stories of
survivors of doubt. They range from those who
doubted that God could save them to others who
had to struggle with teachings which are central
to Christian belief but which do not lend
themselves to an explanation easily understood.
They can often resemble Chesterton’s
Orthodoxy: “…reeling but erect.” Doubt was a
dark night but it lead to the freedom to question.
A question is by definition something
provocative and dramatic. It demands a reply, a
seeking, a disquiet not easily allayed. It may
sound strange but it is a good and growthful way
to live the Faith. After all, we believe that God is
Truth. Only when we see God will we indeed
know.

In 2010 the then Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio said in
an interview in El Jesuita:

“I do not have all the answers; I do not even have
all the questions. I always think of new questions,
and there are always new questions coming
forward. But the answers have to be thought out
according to the different situations, and you also
have to wait for them.”

(cited by Paul Vallely in his book, Pope Francis.)

For those of us who have been through the
crucible of doubt, this is an illuminating book. It
helps us to see and understand where we have
been and may show us where we are bound.

In Defense of Doubt
Val Webb

Reviewed by
Frank Regan

Donald Cozzens, Notes from the Underground: The Spiritual Journal of a Secular Priest, Orbis Books, 2013, hb 210 pp, £12.99
(Available from Alban Books)

Apparent losses are soon transformed into
gains by the author. Identifying with creation
brings greater awareness of the wonders of
nature and may help to spark the individual’s
own creative potential. Surrounded by dynamic
nature, admiration without participation is
inadequate. Hence Cozzens’ belief that
‘spirituality has an actual obligation to create.
Jesus’ image of the vine and the branches,
cited above, seems to envisage God and human
beings working together to a common end. A
corollary in Léon Bloy’s words is that God’s
glory is man fully alive’.

Professor Cozzens has a difficult tight-rope to walk:
he needs the Church, but a different Church. At
times it sounds as if he is the founder of that
Church. At the same time, his ideas have their
logic. In his opinion the Catholic Church enshrines
the truth, but doesn’t recognise it. Few would
disagree that Jesus ministry was a call to a loving
fellowship and trust, as opposed to a set of
doctrines. Yet a Church - and He did not found a
Church - in the world in which we live needs its
own beliefs to distinguish itself from others. Only
if the Catholic Church re-finds the virtue of
tolerance will the author’s views flourish within it.
Pope Francis has surely now made that a possibility.

Val Web, In Defense of Doubt, Mosaic Resources, 2013, £19.99 (available fromAlban Books)
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Julian’s Gospel
Veronica Mary Rolf

Reviewed by
Frank Regan

I have twice visited the shrine
of Julian of Norwich and am
in touch with the activities of

Julian’s disciples. I have sat for
periods in the little room where
Julian lived out the second half of
her life. One can sense that the
ambience is saturated with prayer,
that something good happened
there and that what happened and

who lived it is somehow available to us today.

Our author begins her book asking what if Mary
Magdalene and other women who had loved Christ
had written their own accounts of their following of
Jesus. They had accompanied him, saw to his
needs, cooked for him, washed and mended his
robes. How did they see and react to his suffering
on the cross, his rising from the dead? How would
they have felt the Passion and Resurrection?

Reviewed by
Frank Regan

Catholic Progressives in England after Vatican II
J.P. Corrin

This book will be of great
interest to members of
CCC. It treats of the early

years of the growth, frustration
and re-launching (?) of the
various movements for Catholic
renewal. It will be more than a
trip down memory lane. It will
be a serious consideration of the
English Church which attempted

to respond to modern culture and politics in the
spirit of Vatican II’s Gaudium et Spes.

The author, professor of social sciences at Boston
University, divides his book in three parts. The
first part treats of the English Cultural Setting. It
will give the historical background for
understanding the nature of English Catholicism.
The second part speaks of the Reformers, Catholic
theologians, mostly European, who strove to bring
the Church into dialogue with contemporary
culture. The third part will take a good look at the
Revolutionaries, those who formed the political
and cultural Left, the Slant movement and other
efforts to radically change the Church.

English Catholicism was historically an
authoritarian, paternalistic and sectarian ghetto.
After 1850, with the restoration of the Catholic
hierarchy, it emerged as an institution with feet in
two worlds. One was the world of the old
recusant aristocratic families who stayed away
from politics due to legal exclusion. The other
was the world of Irish immigrant Catholics who
had no desire to integrate. Their world was well
known by Friederich Engels whose lover, Mary
Burns, belonged to that world. The recusant
world was served by the likes of Cardinal
Herbert Vaughan who feared the working classes
and their activism. The workers’ world was
served by the likes of Cardinal John Manning
who supported the bitter dockers strike.

This Catholicism had evolved into an exotic lotus
which had little to say to the surrounding culture
other than to condemn its worldliness and

question its materialistic foundations. Yet it
produced very impressive thinkers and doers like
the Chesterton brothers, Eric Gill, Hilaire Belloc
who sought to change English culture. And we
must mention Ronald Knox, Evelyn Waugh,
Graham Greene and Christopher Dawson. All
were read on both sides of the Atlantic.

Vatican II’s arrival here did not spark a renewal
movement for one was already in progress. A
secular New Left had separated from Stalinism
after the Hungarian Uprising in 1956. It gave rise
to a bastardised Marxism with great ambitions
for power. The Catholic New Left found its
primal roots in the Distributism of the
Chestertons and Belloc. Its European roots go
back to Frederick Ozanam who singled out
liberal capitalism as the source of labour’s
misery. He was writing eight years before The
Communist Manifesto of 1848.

By the end of Vatican II the Catholic Left was
critical because the Church did not go far enough
in its auto-critique or in its critique of modern
liberal capitalism. It was liberal, not radical. The
liberal stance serves only to modify structures and
criticise the culture. It covers up the underlying ills
which corrupt the institution. A radical stance
wants to get to the root of the problem. The liberal
stance is merely an analgesic. This is part of the
drama of Pope Francis’s papacy.

This is a most interesting book. It depicts a wider
context within which the Catholic renewal
organisations developed. In some areas they
overlapped. In others they struggled in different
areas of interest. The book is of special interest to
us because our own John Challenor, Michael
Hornsby-Smith and the late Giles Hibbert whose
obituary appears in this number of Renew were
among those whom the author consulted and
quotes in his book.

The book has ample footnotes, a select bibliography
and an index.

J.P. Corrin, Catholic Progressives in England after Vatican II, University of Notre Dame Press, 2013, npg.
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Gender Differences and the Making of Liturgical History
Teresa Berger

Reviewed by
Frank Regan

Sister Joan Chittister wrote a
few months ago that the
issue of Women in Church

and Society is now squarely on
the table. By this time we are all
well aware that since the 1960s
the feminist movement has gone
through various stages of action
and reflection. Fifty years later,

the issue has not gone away. Indeed, it is now
multicultural, with Islamic women asking about
their place in the Muslim community, with
African women asking about female genital
mutilation etc.

The question of women in the community goes
back to the Gospel documents. To take but one
example: when a woman with an issue of blood
approached Jesus in the synagogue to touch him
and be cured, he defended her action saying that
she, a daughter of Abraham, had every right to
ask for a cure on the Sabbath. It was the very first
time in Jewish literature that a rabbi called a
woman a daughter of Abraham. Up until Jesus’
boundary-breaking declaration, there had been no
daughters of Abraham, only sons.

The book under review is an inquiry into how
women, who in the company of Christ, had
received nothing but esteem, respect and love,
were blanked out of playing conspicuous roles in
the community. And not just women were
excluded, but also eunuchs and ‘incontinent’

men. What if women had written the Gospels,
they who had cooked for him, attended to his
daily needs, washed and mended his robes? How
would they have written about the Passion and
Resurrection? How would they have written
about the Last Supper and the Eucharist?

Our author wants to lift the veil which has covered
gender bias in the elaboration of liturgy, which is
to say at the heart of the Christian community
where Eucharist is celebrated. That veil covered
not just the head of women who went to worship,
but also occluded the presence of women as doers
and participators of liturgical acts. The veil
becomes almost opaque by the fact that in the first
thousand years of Christian history there are
barely a dozen texts written by women. From the
beginning of Christian history there has been a
gender bias at the heart of the Eucharist. Our
author wants to tell us how that happened.

It is important to remember that the Eucharist has
developed out of different cultural strands of
Christian experience. Their foundation goes back
not just to the Last Supper but also to other
opportunities in which Jesus ate with his friends
and to occasions such as the miraculous feeding
of thousands. When Jesus takes the bread and
distributes it, he takes on a distinctly feminine
task. In effect he is the host and also the server.
And in John 6 he becomes the meal itself.

That echoes the invitation of Lady Wisdom who
is the feminine metaphor of Divine Presence in

Veronica Mary Rolf, Julian’s Gospel, Orbis Books, 2013, £23.99(available fromAlban Books)

Fourteen centuries later another follower of
Christ, a woman, lived an experience of the
suffering and risen Christ. It took great courage
to write down what Christ revealed for Julian
was a woman. Illiterate in Latin, she wrote in the
vernacular and was not a male theologian. Like
Hildegard of Bingen and Catherine of Siena, she
felt called to prophesy and interpret.

She lived in interesting times. The Hundred
Years’ War was in full swing; there was a Papal
Schism within the Church; the heretical teachings
of John Wyclif and his Lollards were being
heard; and the Great Pestilence afflicted and
wiped out the lives of thousands. Our author
guides us through Julian’s times, her
misogynistic culture and society, her educational
background, her contemporary church and her
own devotional religiousity.

She devotes the greater part of her book to a
study of each of Julian’s revelations. The reader

will be amazed at how Julian can in her own
words and with her own voice teach us, reveal to
us and give witness to the love of God available
to every single creature. Indeed, if Julian is to be
believed, all is well and all manner of things will
be well.

Thomas Merton was an enthusiastic disciple of
Julian. He wrote: “Julian is without doubt one of
the most wonderful of all Christian voices. She
gets greater and greater in my eyes as I grow
older…I think that Julian of Norwich is with
Newman the greatest English theologian.”

This is a book which will give the reader great
insights into the beginnings of modern
Catholicism here in England. Julian is not simply
a mediaeval mystic. Interest in her is worldwide
and she is at the centre of spiritual renewal here
in this country. We cannot understand the
development of a post-Vatican II church without
reference to Julian.
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Teresa Berger, Gender Differences and the Making of Liturgical History, Ashgate Publishers, 2011, £19.99

The Pink Ribbon Path Prayers, Reflections and Meditations for women with breast cancer, Mary Ussher
The Columba Press, Dublin 2013 E9.99/£8.50

The Pink Ribbon Path
Prayers, Reflections and Meditations for women with breast cancer
Mary Ussher

Reviewed by
Josephine Way

This book is born of a
feminine sensibility; one
cannot envisage a man with

testicular or prostate cancer
writing in this vein. But that is
not to say that one in that
situation would not profit from
much of what is to be found here.

The Pink Ribbon Path is that
taken by women with breast

cancer; from which Mary Ussher is in remission
at the time of writing. There are sections relating
to diagnosis, treatment and after treatment,
comprising three elements. First come personal
poems describing her own experience, including
a moving picture of the treatment ward, and a
paean to the yew tree for the healing drug it
provides. Then there are words of comfort from
scripture, and a rich selection of other writings by
everyone from Josemaria Escriva to John Updike
and Meister Eckhart to Carl Jung.

The challenge to a person with cancer is to be
whole though physically ill, to find through

implicit and utter trust in God ‘the treasure
within’, a treasure inaccessible to those who
enjoy full health. The experience of sickness
leads to an extreme consciousness of one’s body,
of breathing, heartbeat and of life itself. The
practice of mindfulness can bring the assurance
that nothing can take us from God’s hands, and
lead to unprecedented growth in wisdom and
understanding.. A twice-daily meditation of up to
half and hour is recommended to cope with the
pain and anguish of being ill, but can be
profitable for people in every situation.

The last third of the book is devoted to writings
on meditation by Laurence Freeman OSB and
others (available on CD)

This handsome little book could be read in less
than an hour, but this is not at all the right
approach. It repays the practice of ‘ruminatio’,
chewing each passage slowly to extract all the
goodness. This reviewer, with no experience of
cancer in herself or those close to her, was moved
by these reflections and inspired to engage in the
practice of mindfulness.

the Hebrew Bible. In Proverbs 9 she prepares a
feast of life at which bread and wine are served.
Jesus’ gesture patterns itself on that of Lady
Wisdom. It is a feast for the life of the world. The
author continues on to consider the Eucharist as
Mother’s Milk.

Succeeding chapters dwell on bodily fluids and
flows as impediments to liturgical participation and
leadership. Not only women’s menstrual fluids but

also men’s nocturnal emissions are considered. She
dedicates another chapter to the configuration of the
male as leader of worship.

Anyone interested in the situation of Women in
the Church will get a lot to think about from this
book. It is the first I have come across that goes
into the history of how we have gotten to where
we are. I highly recommend it.

I pulled my jeans out of the
wardrobe and my Gap hoodie. I
did my hair for the umpteenth
time and took one last look in
the mirror before heading back
downstairs. Little was I to know,
but that would be the last time
that I would be able to walk
down a flight of stairs. I have

never seen that bedroom again.” This
statement by Hannah reminded me of a strategy
employed by a favourite English teacher intent
on stretching the imaginations of his pupils: But
this was no springboard for an essay. The
heroine of this tale, instead of heading for
school was on the way with her mother for
medical investigations. No one could have
conceived the heart breaking outcome.

Reviewed by
Terry Swales

Hannah Same Both Ways
Hannah Rose in collaboration with Susan and David Mitchell

“
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Rev Anthony H Foreman, a subscriber, has published his memoirs entitled

In at the Deep End, Part One, The WayWeWere 1941-1976.

Anyone interested in acquiring a copy should get in touch with the author at:
Wheelwrights, Lidgate, Newmarket, Suffolk

Hannah Same Both Ways by Hannah Rose in collaboration with Susan and David Mitchell Published by Pen Press. £8.99

Hannah at the age of fifteen developed transverse
myelitis, a rare condition which left her
completely paralysed from the neck down. She
explains it in simple lay language as she does
most medical terms in the narrative. (Readers are
referred to a fact sheet of the National Institute
for Neurological Disorders and Stroke for a
comprehensive definition.) Briefly it occurs
when the myelin - a fatty substance at both sides
and at the same level of the spinal cord -
becomes damaged or destroyed. The cause
cannot be stated because like so many other
handicapping conditions it is unknown. What is
known is that if there is no sign of recovery after
three months, the outlook is bleak.

From the few statistics available it is estimated
that a third of sufferers recover, another third are
left with some disability while a final third
remain paralysed totally

That first hospital visit - triggered by a back
pain - foreshadowed a long drawn-out struggle
just to stay alive and attain some quality of life.
There is a harrowing account of life in hospitals,
special care and high dependency units, beds
and bedsores. Equipment loomed large, the ever
present ventilator and later two types of wheel
chair. People - carers, nurses, attendants,
paramedics and doctors - were constantly
surrounding Hannah’s space. Yet it was people
and visitors, particularly her small circle of
school friends, who helped during the many low
periods experienced by a teenager who could do
absolutely nothing for herself. Yet with all that
implies about the intimate details of life, it was
the little things like the inability to put on make-
up that hurt the most.

Brushing hair was out of the question! Her
father and mother were able to make use of the
hospital’s residential accommodation and a
Ronald MacDonald facility which made a
difference to their totally disrupted lives. Fifteen
months after hospitalisation Hannah was
discharged and returned home to live in the
family garage, refurbished of course!

From her new team base and transport Hannah
continued her schooling to collect GCSEs then A
Levels which gained entry to Manchester
Metropolitan University leading to a good honours
degree. During this whole period there were lots of
ups and downs, set-backs, more bedsores and deep

depressions. Unsurprisingly it was the arrival of
her very own black Labrador puppy which helped
most with the dark moods. She has held down a
job, lectured to professionals and this year -
approaching age thirty - has produced a book with
the active help of family friends and inspiration of
grandpa Lou.

A consultant on spinal injuries has marvelled that
Hannah is the first person he has treated on a
ventilator to find work. Meanwhile she has
continued to enjoy holidays with the family at
home and abroad. Best of all she has a satisfying
social life which is hugely beneficial. Her closest
friend from school days is amazed that Hannah is
still very much the same person.

One could be forgiven for thinking that before
illness struck, Hannah lived a very normal life with
mother, father and two younger sisters. But the
Rose family was itself quite remarkable. Fran a
Catholic married to Howie a Jew, two highly
motivated professionals, who instinctively knew
about the most important things in life: best child-
rearing practices which embraced unconditional
love for all three offspring. They valued strongly
respect for neighbours, love for friends and the
benefits of community. Hannah had chosen her
parents wisely! Some enduring relationships have
been critical to Hannah remaining so well adjusted
throughout a long, terrifying, unwarranted ordeal. I
was about to write recovery: if only there could be
such a miracle. She herself had a gift in attracting
staunch chums at her Catholic High School and
later cementing friendships among co-workers at
County Police Headquarters and even a few
selected carers.

Hannah’s thirteen year journey is recounted over
some two hundred pages comprising twenty-nine
fast moving short chapters bound between covers
which illuminate her tale better than this
reviewer’s account. The book will be an
inspiration to any reader. It will be of extra special
interest to health professionals, those involved in
counselling and comforting, social workers
responsible for accessing finance/practical action,
carers, and individuals with physical disabilities.
Hannah’s very special knowledge, acquired
personal skills and mastery of the kind of support
systems required could be made more readily
available. To this end in any further reprint of the
book, the inclusion of a short glossary or footnotes
should be considered.

Book Notice:
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NEWS
Pope Francis makes the cover of
Rolling Stone; 29/01/14;Huffington Post

Pope Francis racked up yet another magazine
cover with his appearance on the front of iconic
rock magazine Rolling Stone. He is the first pope
to ever be featured. Mark Binelli's extensive,
7,700-word cover story reflects the pope's
unusually wide appeal, which cuts across
demographic lines of age, political views, and
even religious affiliation.

July launch for Church's credit
union; 24/01/14; Church Times
On Monday, the Churchof England's Director of
Mission and Public Affairs, Revd Dr Malcolm
Brown said much of the groundwork had been
put in place since Archbishop Welby hit the
headlines in July last year. As the leader of the
credit-union initiative he said ‘One of our aims
was to get the Churches' Mutual Credit Union off
the ground. We have drawn in some more capital
and joined with the Church of Scotland. We are
looking to launch it at General Synod in July'.

Read more: Church Times 24/1/14

Most sought Bible verses 2013;
24/01/13; Bible Society

Bible Gateway reports visitors spent more than
76 million hours on BibleGateway.com in 2013,
tallying 456 million visits and 1.5 billion page
views.

The site's top 10 searches for Bible verses last
year:

In addition, Bible Gateway also noted the top 10
countries where visitors were from: the United
States, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia,
Mexico, the Philippines, Colombia, Singapore,
and South Africa.

New Spanish cardinal says
homosexuality can be cured;
22/01/14; Daily Telegraph.
Spain’s newly appointed cardinal to Rome has

insisted homosexuality can be cured with
treatment and likened it to other “bodily
deficiencies” such as high blood pressure.

The comments by Fernando Sebastian Aguilar,
who was named one of 19 new cardinals by Pope
Francis last week, provoked an immediate
backlash in Spain.

Pope Francis orders major change
at Vatican bank; 17/01/14; Eric J. Lyman
for Religion News Service
Pope Francis on Wednesday (Jan. 15) took his
biggest step yet at cleaning house at the scandal-
ridden Vatican Bank, replacing most of the
institution’s advisers with fresh faces.

Among the new appointees: Vatican Secretary of
State and Cardinal-designate Pietro Parolin;
Cardinal Christoph Schoenborn from Vienna;
Cardinal Thomas Collins of Toronto; and veteran
diplomat Cardinal Santos Abril y Castello, a
close friend of the pontiff’s.

French Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran is the lone
cardinal adviser who was retained.

Francis’ move essentially undid a decree issued
last year by his predecessor, Pope Benedict XVI,
who confirmed the Vatican Bank’s supervisory
body for another five years, just days before
announcing his retirement. The most high-profile
figure sacked on Wednesday was Cardinal Tarcisio
Bertone, Benedict’s secretary of state and the face
of administrative woes of Benedict’s papacy.

Best Dressed Man ofthe Year:
Pope Francis; 31/12/13; Esquire

Ann Pellegrini, Associate Professor of Performance
Studies & Religious Studies at New York University
puts it this way: "The humility of his garments offers
a way to visibly display his theological and material
concerns for the poor. This Holy Roman emperor
really does have new clothes."

Pope Francis throws the doors of
the Church wide open; 29/11/13;
UCAN Fr Frank Brennan
Trying to sum up the 50,000 words in a few
phrases, I would say his message is: "The Gospel
really is good news especially for the poor and
anyone who takes seriously the sufferings of the
world. The church doors are open to everyone.
We are not a ghetto. We engage with the world

1. John 3:16
2. Jeremiah 29:11
3. Philippians 4:13
4. Romans 8:28
5. Psalm 23
6. Proverbs 3:5-6

7. 1 Corinthians 13:4-7
8. Romans 12:2
9. Philippians 4:6
10. Joshua 1:9
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and have something to say. Get out there. Do
something to help your neighbor. Do it joyfully.
Do it with passion. The Church is here to help,
not to hinder. Church teachings won't be
changing any time soon. But don't expect Rome
to have all the answers. Don't be afraid to make
mistakes. And do something to change the unjust
economic structures of the world.

London: Crossrail workers seek
protection of Saint Barbara;
03/12/13; ICN
Crossrail is said to be the biggest construction
project in Europe employing around 14,000
workers. The 118-kilometre (73-mile) railway
line will run from Maidenhead to Shenfield and
Abbey Wood. A major feature is the construction
of 42 km (26 miles) of new tunnels. Seven
massive boring machines are slowly moving 50
metres underneath London's streets, in what has
also been described as "the largest archaeological
site in Britain." .. Workers refused to enter the
tunnels until 38 statues of Saint Barbara were
installed and blessed.

Lawman warns of possible
organized crime threat to pope;
14/11/13;UCAN & Religious News Service
Pope Francis could be at risk from the ‘Ndrangheta
organized crime organization, according to a
leading anti-mob prosecutor who has himself been
the target of threats from the mafia.

“Those who have up until now profited from the
influence and wealth drawn from the church are
getting very nervous,” he added. “For many years,
the mafia has laundered money and made
investments with the complicity of the church. But
now the pope is dismantling the poles of economic
power in the Vatican, and that is dangerous.”

Gratteri noted that in southern Italy organized
crime figures have strong and high-profile
relationships with local church leaders, who help
give the crime figures legitimacy.

He also said most Italian mobsters are practicing
Catholics, despite their violent activities.

Cardinal vs cardinal in
heavyweight debate on divorced
Catholics; 22/01/14; NCR
A rift has seemingly opened between two
cardinals with significant Vatican influence, as
the head of the pope's Council of Cardinals has
suggested that the Vatican's doctrinal czar needs
to be more "flexible" in his views on divorced
and remarried Catholics.

Honduran Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez Maradiaga
made the comment Monday in an interview with
the German newspaper Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger.

Named in April as the coordinator of the pope's
kitchen cabinet of eight cardinals from around
the world, Rodriguez Maradiaga was asked about
a recent article in which German Cardinal-
designate Gerhard Müller, head of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,
appeared to close the door to any revision to
church rules barring divorced and civilly
remarried Catholics from the sacraments.
"I think I understand it," Rodriguez Maradiaga is
quoted as replying. He's a German, one has to
say, and above all he's a German theology
professor, so in his mentality there's only truth
and falsehood. But I say, my brother, the world
isn't like this, and you should be a little flexible
when you hear other voices. That means not just
listening and then saying no."

With Vatican doctrinal czar,
liberation theology pioneer reflects
on troubles; 03/03/14; NCR Joshua J.
McElwee

In a unique turn of events, the theologian credited
with founding the sometimes-controversial
liberation theology movement was invited to
speak at the Vatican Tuesday by none other than
the current leader of its doctrinal office, Cardinal
Gerhard Müller.

Dominican Fr. Gustavo Gutierrez was a surprise
guest and speaker during a book launch for a new
book by the cardinal, titled Poor for the Poor:
The Mission of the Church. The book, which has
a preface from Pope Francis, also has two
chapters written by the theologian and is largely
focused on explaining — sometimes even
defending — liberation theology. In interviews
with press Tuesday before the event, Müller
wholeheartedly backed liberation theology,
saying it "is based on a theology of the word and
is not a human ideology."

Asked if he had more problems explaining
himself to John Paul II or Ratzinger, the
theologian responded: "I honestly can say that
Ratzinger's understanding helped us."

"Because being a theologian he knew what it was
about from the beginning," said Gutierrez. "He
knew it was never connected to Marxism. He was
aware that Marxism had nothing to do with what
liberation theology stated."

"The dialogue with him was easier than with
Wojtyla [John Paul II]," he said.



A FRIAR PREACHER
who would not compromise the truth

A recent photograph of Giles trying to understand the camera on his computer.
Giles Hibbert [1923-2013]
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Giles Hibbert died a member of the Order of Preachers, whose motto is 'Veritas' or 'Truth' and lived a life
devoted to witnessing to the truth and setting it uncompromisingly before others. This commitment to
truth meant both some initial alienation from his Protestant family (his father, Major General Hugh

Hibbert DSO, was the local squire and read the lesson at Matins in the local parish church) as well as some
trials for his brethren in the order over the years. He came from a family of admirals and generals and was
brought up in a country house in Wiltshire surrounded by servants. His grandfather on his mother's side was a
grandson of the third Marquess of Bath, a fact he would be mortified to have brought to public attention, as for
many years he was an active Marxist, like the notorious 'red' Dean of Canterbury, and frequently travelled to
Eastern Europe under the Communists.

He was one of the fifty-five priests who wrote to the The Times in August 1968 to show their disapproval of
Pope Paul VI's unilateral declaration, in the face of the opposition of the papal commission, of Humanae Vitae.
A battle with the Inquisition resulted in an editorial about him in The Guardian of which he was ever
afterwards immensely proud. Similarly he was uncompromising about his homosexuality, playing a major
public role in the founding of what was then the Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement, one of the few
clergymen to do so and certainly the only RC one.

He had always supported CCC from its foundation in 1969 as the Catholic Renewal Movement and perhaps his
most useful contribution to it was his taking over CCC's publications in 1998. By 2010, he had produced over
fifty different booklets by writers as diverse as James Alison, Paul Collins, Eamon Duffy, Rafael Esteban, Sean
Fagan, Paul Hypher, Nicholas Lash, Pat Pinsent, Elizabeth Price, Frank Regan, Cathy Scott, Joseph Seferta,
Clare Short, Adrian Smith, Jack Spong, John Wijngaards and Rowan Williams. Six of his own titles featured
in CCC's list and his support was greatly appreciated by the movement.

Born in 1923, Robert Hibbert was educated at Uppingham and was an officer during the war. Originally
trained at Cambridge as a civil engineer, he entered the Dominicans after becoming a Catholic and abandoning
his advanced engineering studies. He was sent to study at Louvain and moved on to Oxford where he
completed a doctorate. By his own account (RENEW 120) he had a number of run-ins with ecclesiastical
authority, all of which he survived. This was in no small part due to the support which his order gave him but
also to the fact that Giles had a brilliant mind and was nobody's fool.

After some time teaching at Blackfriars Oxford and in the university, where he taught Plato and Aristotle as well
as Hebrew and Biblical Studies, he was appointed chaplain to the Catholics at Sheffield university where he spent
eight fulfilling and rewarding years. After two years as chaplain at York University, he ended up living alone in a
small house in the Peak district which the order bought for him. He became very active as chaplain to the local
Newman circle. From there he ran Blackfriars Publications, set up in 1993 under the patronage of Timothy
Radcliffe, until his health forced him to return to live in community. In 2009 he moved to the Dominican House
on Haverstock Hill in London and in December 2012 to Cambridge where he had a happy final year of life.

As he readily admitted, he was not a community man. Indeed, on his return to community life in London
another member of the community stopped him in the corridor and said “I don't like you Giles. You have
always been a bully,” to which Giles truthfully responded, “Yes, you are right. I am sorry!” He had mellowed
from being a highly combative and even serious troublemaker, who deeply hurt and offended many people, to
becoming more capable of demonstrating the deep humility he had, which only an attack on the truth as he saw
it could allow his blazing guns to conceal. He had a wide group of friends and will be sorely missed.

Simon Bryden-Brook

Whenever I give thought to death
The exit portal of my days
Occasioner of my last breath
I seem to see so many ways

Shall I go rapidly or slow
At home, in hospital or where
Will death deal me the final blow
Perhaps a crowded market square

Maybe I’ll fall from Blackpool’s
tower
Or on a deadly snake I’ll tread
Slip into the river Stour
Die peacefully asleep in bed

Perchance I’ll die from rare disease
FromAsian ‘flu’ or botulism
Get stung to death by angry bees
Or perish in some cataclysm

By bank robbers I might be shot
A witness to their headlong flight
Be struck by lightning on the spot
Or see a ghost and die of fright

I could be savaged by a dog
Or knocked down by a railway
train
Might stumble in a Dartmoor bog
Be never ever seen again

It’s possible I could invoke
If I continue thinking thus
A sudden heart attack or stroke
To bring about my quietus

God grant me seemly circumstance
Not pub or tube, latrine or worse
Conditions of some elegance
A cruise, the Oval, writing verse!

Enough!

A-Muse on Death (1993)

B.H. Turner
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I confess to being a film freak. The Christmas season was a minor
TV film fest and I watched a fair share of them. The best of the
lot was a French production called, Joyeux Noel. It was a moving,
poignant and powerful dramatization of that incredible Christmas
Eve and Day 1914 when German, French and Scottish troops met
in peace in no-man’s land. It happened when each side realised
that some of the Christmas carols they were singing had the same
melody. They sang back and forth and finally dared to lay down
their guns, leave the safety of their trenches and extend a hand of
friendship, share cigarettes and chocolate, play a game of football
and bury the dead.

The film explored the varying backgrounds from which the
soldiers came. There were flashbacks, storytelling and
reminiscences which depicted the very human existence each had
and to which each one wanted to return. One of the soldiers
wanted so much to return that he found a way of surrendering to
his enemy-now-friend so that he could spend the duration in a
prisoner of war camp.

One of the most memorable moments of the film was when the
Scottish Catholic chaplain vested for Mass. French, German and
Scots Catholics gathered together, some with their rosaries, for
the celebration in Latin of Midnight Mass.

The film ended on a sad note. The chaplain’s bishop visited the
front. There he berated the priest for what happened and
questioned his suitability for ministry. He preached to the troops
on the text, “Do not believe I have come to bring peace but the
sword”. He exhorted them to fight for civilisation. “Your duty is
to kill for they are not like us,” the bishop said. As a consequence
of the Christmas celebration, the German troops were sent to the
Russian front. The Scottish troops, all from the same part of
Scotland, were dispersed to various units of the British Army.

It is tragic that our Church, the mother of Western civilisation, has
not evolved into a Peace Church, as the Quakers and the Mennonites
have done. There is still a global civilisation to build, one that is
environmentally responsible, peace building, socially aware and avid
for justice. Up to now we have built consumer societies.
Consumerism is the “new totalitarianism” (Vaclav Havel).

When the late Harry Patch, last surviving British Tommie of
World War I, met Tony Blair, Blair wanted a photo of him talking
with Patch. The old soldier told the Iraq warrior that war was
nothing more than “organised slaughter”. Mr Blair quickly
scuttled away.

Our Coalition government wants this year of 2014 to be
celebrated as the centenary of the beginning of the Great War. It is
very strange that we shall celebrate the first year of the war
instead of its last.

It has been a long twentieth century and we are still
haemorrhaging blood. There is little to celebrate and our throats
constrict as we can only sing a sad alleluia.

Frank Regan
March 2014

Our Sad Alleluia




